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to step down 


By Jason Bennecto. 

pine Correspondent 

THE head oflhe Plison Service 
was yesterday accused of racism 
by medical experts and penal 
campaigners following hfc rfafm 
that black people were more 
likely to die in custody while be- 
ing restrained because they 
were physically different to 
whites. . 

A forensic expert said 
Richard TOt should resign if he 

could not provide evidence. THt: “extraordin ar y daim’ 
Two Home Office pathologists 

said there was ho evidence of a pbyxia than whites.” This was 
genetic or physiological link because there was a “physio- 
hetween race and fteHkdihood logical difference” beiween the 


of (tying from suffocation while 
being forcibly held. Mr Hit's 
comments followed the latest 


races. ‘”Ihat , s the evidence that 
seems to be dmezgjng, not just 
in this country bnt in other 


death of a black man, Alton courttries aswefl,” heddded. Six 
Manning, incnstodjy. An inquest otf die seven people vtfho have 


jmy ruled on \Sfednesday that he 
was imlawfiiOy Sailed at a private 
jail in 1995 alter he waspiaced 
mam^kxtAHtogastit^e. 

• Seven cnstbSy officers from 
" BSakenhurst prison, 


died in custody while being re- 
strained from 1992 to 1995 
were black, Mr lilt admitted. 

TPs an 


should hettumoifBg tirisnow.” 
The Prison Sendee saidMr 
TBt was “greatly concerned at . 


wmle the urown Prosecution 
Service considers whether to 
brr^crhnin^ehaxges. 

On iBBC 7 S. Newsnight on 
\9fedneiidwlA TSh said; “Affo- 


liktety 'to 


are more 


tmnonnt to racism- If he [Mr 
THt] can’t back it up with same 
e^ence, I Would have thought 
he would have to resign.”. . • 
Richard Sh^terd, lecturer 
in forensic medicine at St 
George’s Hospital, London,. 


tl&t there COtdd be a Eukbe- 
tweenlbfc greater 
a eohcBtianlmowa 
among African and Afro- 
Caribbean peopfeapddeaths 
from positional a&pbyxk. A 
spokesman sad this fimfag 
was based on internal research 
completed in 19951 . 






Self-help is the key in 
new vision of Welfare 





By Anthony Btfrim 

. Pofttical Editor' . 


TONY BLAIR's vision of wel- 
fare in 2020 was presented for 
the first time yesterday, with 
self-help as an inbtull corner- 
stone for the middle classes who 
can afford to stand on their own 


■'! i,. ‘ stone feff the inkklledasses who 

, Vj,,. MiJi^ can afford to stand on their own 

Dii^- two-feeL ' 

_ ^int^ . ; “Wfe want a tysfeia that aids 
1^ those whoneed it, and helps 
'' people to help themselves,” 

>-". the Prime Minis ter said in a 
^l/J/^ftffewoni to Frank Field’s con- 


ment to reform is not nego- 
tiable.” 

In a statement that marked 
a climax in Mr Field's 30-year 
personal campaign against the 
kind of poverty that disfignres his 
own Birkenhead constituency, 
ibe minister told MPtc “The new 
contract is about duty.” 

a final chapter of the Green 
Paper, on “Welfare 2020”, isfuD 
of duties, but short cm detaiL In 
one sentence, it says: “Mutuals 
and private provide® - In 2020, 
these providers will deliver a 
-substantial share of welfare 


of income * But there is little 
elaboration, beyond the need 
for a posable extension of com- 
pulsory second peitsions to 
those who are currently not cov- 
ered by them. On that, legisla- 
tion was promised try Mr Field 
within three years. 

Pressure groups gave a 
mixed response, with many say- ; 
mg that it was “a repackaging 
of proposals that [had] already 1 
been announced”, raising more 
questions than it answered. . 

SaUy Witcher of the Child 
Poverty Acdon Group, the char- 


Natural born killer gets some home training 



sakh “There is no proof of any 
genetic link,” but added “there 
are some diseases which are eth- 
nically linked. Vie need to do 
more research to see whether 
they are relevant.” 

A spokesman for the Police 
Complaints Authority, which in- 
vestigates deaths mpotice cus- 
tody, said they had researched 
the issue and had seen “no ev- 
idence to suggest one particu- 
lar racial group is mare Ekety to 
suffer from if. 

Raja Bhatt, who has repre- 
sented funfliesm death-m-cus- 
tody cases, including Mr 
Mannings said; Not once has 

anyone attempted to suggest 
that death from positional as- 
phyxia is due to physiology. It 
highly afleoce and disgrace that. 






Taking *irw Andrew Golden, then aged six, is seen on a home video being taught how to use a gun. Five yeare fetter he used that knowledge when he 
and his B^yeanokt cousin, Mltchefl Johnson, opened fire on schoolmates in Jonesboro Arkansas killing four pupils and a teacher. Reports, page 16 


Leading British Jews snub 
Cook over Israel visit 


By Kathy Marks 

THE BOARD of Deputies of 
British: Jews has snubbed the 
Rneign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
try postponing a dmnerat which 
he was to be guest of honour 
because of their anger over lus 
controversial visit to Israel. 1 
The board - the voice of 
mainstream British Jewry — said 
yesterday that it bad postponed 


today that the Foreign Secre- 
tary’s insistence on visiting Har 
Hama, the Jewish settlement, 
had contributed to the decision. 

“Clearly, it was a consider- 
ation,” he said. “It would have 
made his presence at the din- 
ner very awkward. People in the 
community were troubled about 
the high profile attached to 
Mr Cook’s visit to Har Homa, 
which, it was felt, had exacer- 


met Derek Hatchett, the junior 
Foreign Office minister, on 
Wsdnesday and told him that the 
function had been postponed for 
“organisational reasons”. 

The Foreign Office said yes- 
terday that Mr Fatchett had 
been told Mr Cook's invitation 
would be issued again once the 
dinner had been rescheduled, 
either for July or October. 

But Mr Nailer said it was not 
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• sultative Green Paper, ^ New provision, particularly pen- ity Frank Field himself used to hspresdenfs dinner, an annual bated relations with the Israeli dear whether he would be in- 

sions.” That is the extent of the bead, said: “The Green Paper fundraising event, because the authorities and weakened his «*»—* *—*—•*•*■ 


Contract for Welfare. 


a yJ. } •" The whole tenor of the doc- “impression" • 

P* patent was geared to damping It also says that individuals 
; \ ikroii people’s natural fear of will have duties to be indepen- 


change, and the controversy 
... .• ,n '" b - te stirred up Ity it 

i n.:- u ’ m a Commons stafe- 

j r n.:l>' ,4l ' n ' fS^' igSttori a document designed 
‘ to“bieak the traditioDal welfare 
„ ,,v ‘ flwcM’.Mr Field, the minister 


upression”. states that success wffl be mea- 

It also says that mdrvidtials sored by a reduction in the pro- 
have duties to be indepen- portion of children living in 
dent, if posable, and to save for workless households. But for 

retirement, if possible. tbistobemeaiungfulweneed 

In another chapter cm “New. to know by howmuch.” 


; for welfere refonn, said; “Our 
• :**•■ . ju'-: commitment to the vulnerable 
i. ,il • k ’i' 4 ! is not negotiable. Our commit- 


partnerships for Welfare”, the 
Green Pape* says: “Provision for 
a number of contingencies et 
currently insufiBkaent, inducfing 
long -term care and protection 
for hametrayers against the loss 


. lamDuncanSmiibjfbeCtan- 


ori^nal date in May would have ability to move the peace 
dashed with the G-8 economic process forward.” 
summit The Foreign Secretary had 

But the board’s president. ;• been invited to qieak at therfm- 
Eldred'afeadrink, toid: a Con- tier, which was planned to co- 
aderingthestrength of feeling inddewith the 50th anniversary 


Green Paper adds nothing to 

the debate.” 

' Poverty to dignity; page & 
Leading article, page 20 


m the community, we did not 
think ^ we should have btm at our 
dinner ” . 

Neville Nagler, the board's 
diicf executive, also confirmed 
a report in the Jewish Chronicle 


of the founding of the state of 
Israel. He had not indicated, 
whether he would attend Other 
gpestswere to include the Israeli 
and American ambassadors. 

• A delegation from the board 


vited. “Thai is something we will 
need to think about very care- 
fully, given the feelings within 
the Jewish community follow- 
ing the visit to Israel,” he said. 

11 was stressed yesterday that 
relations have not broken down 
completely. Mr Ihbadunk and 
other Jewish elders are in meet 
Mr Cook next Thursday to 
discuss their concerns about 
Government policy in the 
Middle East. 
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Dolphins help boy speak for the first time 



IN irixat sounds sospieiomty tre in Miami, Florida. Whhm 

days of bring at the centre, 
tywood fflm, toeJghtye»-old where yom^sters swim w it hQie 
boy tets spokes his firet wonts mammals, be had utter^ his 
nlW <s wMirmwig witii dnlphliis. first few. stumbling words. 
writepAndrcw. Buncombe. “We hadn’t been tbere long 

Starvedt of oxygen at birth, when hfikki was told to get out 
Nikld Brice had been left ap- of the water at the end of a dol- 
parently' nttable to speak, jphraswimnring sesstonandhe 


shock because h was so unex- 
pected, but once we got over U 
we quickly told him that be 
could go in again and he soon 
cheered up.” 

Nikki, from Weston-Super- 


t'C triic'Nadci and ckrfpWn Photograph: South West News 


though dodor* said he bad the 
physical ability. Haying tried 
various speech therapists with 

do. success* toe boy’s tamfly 

raised £Hk5W to fate Urn to the 
TTmimn n oiphm Therapy Cen- 


wben Nikki vras told to gri out Mare, North Somerset, is now 
of the water at the end of a dol- being coached how to properly 
phin swimming session and he use his vocal chords and is pick- 
stood very qmrtJy at the side of Ing up new words. “I have 
the tank,*! said his mother^ . hoped for years to hear Niklti 
Thbitlia. ■ speak and I realty didn't mind 

. "Be was telling ns that he what his first word was,** said 
wanted to get hack in the via- Mrs Brice, 
tec Hbriljnst stood , there in Sdentiste are largely onde^ 


tided about why dolphins have 
a therapeutic effect on people 
suffering from depression or 
else with leaning difficulties. 
Some believe the underwater 
sounds dolphins make may 
play a part. 
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Labour 
tells Hague 
not to be 
vague on 
Emu entry 


Tree fellers move in on Kingston poplars 



By Cofin Brown - 

Chief FbWcaJ Correspondent 

WILLIAM HAGUE was ac- 
cused yesterday by Labour of 
being “vague" after admitting 
that he might be wrong in rul- 
ing out Britain’s entry to a Eu- 
ropean single currency for 10 
years. 

The admission that be might 
be wrOQg is a rare step for any 
politician, but the Conservative 
Party leader's remarks on a 
phone-in programme will revive 
speculation - killed only Iasi 
week - that he is preparing to 
soften his policy on the Euro. 
He said Tory opposition to the 
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Hague; 1 dotrt think it would 
be right to say — never* 

single currency could for as lit- 
tle as six years, dependmg on the 
length of the next Parliament. 

Mr Hague reaffirmed his pol- 
icy ofkeeping Britain outof Emu 
during the lifetime of this and the 
next Parliament, hi ghlighting 
what he saw as the huge eco- 
nomic and political risks the 
single currency posed for the- UK 
However, he added: “But I 
might be wrong about that. I 
might be wrong over a long pe- 
riod, I might be demonstrated 
to be wrong. So I don't think it 
would be right to say we should 
never go into »L" 

He said his opposition to the 
single currency in this and the 
next Parliament now amounted 
to a nine-year period. But he 
clearly signalled that he want- 
ed Lo abandon any linkage to a 
firm number of years. 


THE 
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WIN 7 Day Florida Houday 
& Battlezone PC CD-Rom 



Do not miss this dunce to win 
a fabulous one week all 
inclusive trip to Florida for two 
people. This indudes flights. 7 
'night* accommodation at The 

Holiday bun Cocoa Beach, car 
hire and a day at the Kennedy 


Space Centre Visitors centre. 
Thera is alto the opportunity 
co witness a shuttle hunch, 
subject to bunch daces. 
Runners up win receive a copy 
of Batdazone on PC CD-Rom. 

October 1980 marked the 
birth of a revolution « the 
release of Batdezone, the first 
3D game ever. Now 18 years 
brer. Activision releases a PC 
jpme every bit as revolutionary 
as the originaL 

The apace race is a Ue. Only 
President Kennedy, you. your 
brigade and the Soviets know 
that ta really an arms race - for 
alien technology. With 
increasingly fantastic and brutal 
weaponary. the cold war gets 
hot as you fight from planet co 
planet for your country's and 
democracy* survival. A 
mump hyef first person combat 
action/ strategy game sec in the 


1960's and early 1970k, 
Battlezone combine the best 
features of current best i effing 
strategy games with a 
revolutionary 3D radar 
Interface and seamless first 
person immersion to de&ver an 
uapreccdenced gaming 

experience. Batdezone has 
already received critical aedaim 
achieving scores of 93% and 
91% fro m PC Ga mer and PC 
Format r es p e ct i vely. 

To enter this competition dial, 
the number below; answer the 
following question on Bne and 
leave your name and full 
address, 

Qi What was the name 
of the comet seen last 
year visible with the 
naked eye? 

Call 0930 563402 

rasmgtSF 

itoankOK MaaaeS 
from of fofltf 
tuhA 


Ctt nuHppr ntnau* natL vvtanir ptdBd k nnkwi afar fan da** 3Q Ma^h Wto 
UW Mtpufcw M ww py n*M apply EtoldMMkM 


“What 1 have always said ts 
that we intend to oppose at the 
next general election. That 
would mean for the next Par- 
liament That might be six or 
seven or eight years from now. 

“But the important point is 
not exactly what number of 
years it is that we will be dear 
about that at the next general 
election.” 

Mr Hague stressed the need 
to be cautious and attacked the 
Government’s stance, saying: “1 
think the Government are 
wrong to say that we know in 
principle we want to go into ft.” 

Facing telephone questions 
from the public on BBC2's 
Westminster programme, he 
pointedly refused to say the UK 
should never sign up to Emu. 

He was challenged by Brian 
Carter from Hull to say why the 
Tories would not rule out the 
single currency in prindple. 

Mr Hague replied: “I don’t 
think it’s necessary to say that 
we are against it in principle. I 
am not always sure, in any case, 
what that would mean. 

“I don’t think it’s ever right 
to say we will never, we can nev- 
er imagine going into samething 
like that.” 

The former Defence Secre- 
tary Michael Portillo softened 
his own image after losing his 
seat ty admitting mistakes over 
social policy and the famil y by 
the Conservative Government 
at a fringe meeting at last year’s 
lbry party conference. But the 
hero of the Tbiy right, Mr Por- 
tillo has shown nb doubts his 
own stance on tbe angle cur- 
rency, to Which he is opposed 
in prindple. 

Labour seized on Mr 
Hague's diffidence, and ac- 
cused the Tory leader of 
changing his position “more 
frequently than Eurostar leaves 
Waterloo”. Doug Henderson, 
the Minister for Europe, said: 
“It is about time Mr Hague told 
the British people exactly where 
the lories stand on this impor- 
tant issue instead of changing his 
mind every five minutes in a des- 
perate bid to cover up the deep 
divisions within his own party.” 



Tree surgeons go to work on one of the 56 poplars in Itingston-upon-Tharnes, Surrey at the centre of an eco-pnotest Photograph: G ret el Ensign ia 


TWO environmental protesters spent 
last night underground in specially dug 
t unn els as the campaign against the 
felling of 56 trees continued. 

Police said yesterday evening that the 
operation to remove the remaining 


eco-w amors from the tunnels at 
K^ngston-upoo-Thames, Surrey, had 
bden halted for the night 
' *TberearestiH two protesters under- 
groand bat tbe attempt to remove them 
has now stopped until tomorrow morn- 


ing," said a spokeswoman for the Met- 
ropolitan Bailee. The protest has been 
sparked by fire local council’s decision to 
fefl 56 poplar trees that fine the bank of 
tbe River Thames, Mocking die view of 
anew horary home devetopmenLTJmre- 


spn nqh itity for removing the protesters, 
originally 60 in number, falls to the un- 
der-sheriff of Greater London John Har- 
grove, with 140 private security guards 
under his oantroL A police spokeswoman 
said around 120 officers wsre also on duty. 


Jury studies artist’s sculptures 
modelled on human remains 


A COURTROOM doubled as 
an art gallery yesterday so ajmy 
could look at an array of “gris- 
ly” body-part sculptures. -I 

The 10 women and two men 
trying former butcher turned 
artist, Anthony-Noel Kelly, 42, 
and undertaker Nid Lindsay, 
25, for stealing the originals they 
were modelled on from the 
Royal College of Surgeons 
(RCS), spent several minutes 
studying them. . 

They included two studies of 
an old man’s head and torso and 
cross-sections of a thigh and as- 
sorted limbs. In between rest- 
ed another example of Mr 


Kelly’s work ^ a large chunk of 
a woman’s body dissected to re- 
veal part of her womb. 

Both Mr Kelly* ofQaphara, 
south London, and Mr Lindsay, 
from Stoke Newington, north 
London, deny one charge of 
stealing “human anatomical 
specimens” from the RCS be- 
tween June 1991 and Novem- 
ber 1994. Mr Kelly alone also 
pleads not guilty to dishonestly 
h an dli ng- 

, The jury at Southwark Crown 
Court, sooth London earlier 
heard that Mr Kelly paid Mr 
Lindsay, a former RCS trainee 
lab technician, £400 to help 


smuggle out “a. large nnmber”of 
parts of dead bodiesafter wrap- 
ping them in bin Sadrs 'and 
putting them info a rucksack. 

Sometimes the sculptor took 
them home on his motorbike, 
while on other occasions Mr 
Lindsay would feny them to Mr 
Kelly’s flat by taxL 

After preparing casts of the 
items, he made “exact copy” 
sculptures which were displayed 
at an exhibition in London last 
year. 

Police began an investigation 
and some of the body parts were 
exhumed by officers from a 
makeshift grave in a field next 


to Mr- Kelly's family home in 
Smaxden, Kent. 

• Other iteoxs were recovered 
from the basement of a flat be- 
longing to an unsuspecting girl- 
friend in Brixton, south 
London. 

The haul of some 50 body 
parts was taken to Greenwich 
mortuary, catalogued and then 
examined by a pathologist. 

IBs report, which was read 
to the jury yesterday, listed the 
head and torso, another head, 
numerous limbs, feet, toes and 
just about every other part of 
the human body, including a 
portion of a brain, a right but- 


tock, what was thought to be 
male genitalia, and some^un- 
recogoisable” items. 

The court has heard that in 
interviews with police, Mr Kel- 
ly and Mr Lindsay admitted tak- 
ing the items after discovering 
that the RCS had held them for 
longer than the three years al- 
lowed under the special li- 
cences granted by Her Majesty's 
Inspector of Anatomy. 

They contended this meant 
the institution had forfeited 
any right to them and therefore 
they could not be guilty of 
stealing them from tbe college. 

The case resumes on Monday. 
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MICHAEL 

HANLON 

WEATHER WISE 

THE 14 people wfro perished in a 
tornado in Hall County, Georgia, 
last weekend were victims of an of- 
ten deadly and impressively pow- 
erful meteorological phenomenon. 

Those experiencing the hurricanes 
common a few bundled miles to the 
south are witnesses to even more 
awesome forces. But just how much 
energy is there in the weather? 

In 1975, the meteorologist 
Gyoigy KoppSny calculated the 
kinetic energy of a number of 
weather phenomena, and a com- 
parison can be made with the en- 
ergy of various human activities. 
An average tornado such as the 

one in Georgia releases about a bfl- 

lion kilojoules of energy in a few 

minutes, about foe same as all the 

street lights in London consume in 
a whole ni g ht A single stroke of 
lightning, lasting a fraction of a sec- 
ond, liberates as much energy as a 

U»<fon bus running for 24 hours. 
AJninbo jet flying foraday and a 

night burns enough fuel to power 
a light April shower. A summer 
tfaimdenrtonn lasting an hour, with 
seventy dozen lightning strokes, 
torrential rain and all the upward 
convection of a large cumulus 


cloud, equals the energy output of 
the Nagasaki atomic bomb. Larg- 
er phenomena release even more 
formidable amounts of energy; jet 
streams, the high-level, high-speed 
winds that govern the tracks of de- 
pressions and help airliners on 
their eastward journey across the 
Atlantic, are equivalent in energy 
terms to a frill-scale nuclear war. 

- ■Thanks to improved computers 
scientists may be able to provide 
much better long-term weather 
forecasts. Seasonal forecasts of up 
to six months ahead are at present 
far less reliable than the daily fore- 
casts issued to the public. This is 
because the circulation systems 
governing the weather are by na- 
ture chaotic and unpredictable. 

But writing in the science jour- 
nal Nature this week, Tim Stockdale 
at the European Centre for Medi- 
um Range Weather Forecasts in 
Reading, Berkshire, describes how 
his team has used super-last com- 
puters to successfully predict the 
weather several months ahead. 

The new machines were able to 
predict the wet summer in south- 
ern Europe last year, and, ac- 
cording to Mr Stockdale, have 
forecast a warm summer ahead for 
us. Accurate long-range forecasts 
will have a profound effect. Farm- 
ers would pay dearly to know just 
when tbe ideal time will be to col- 
lect the harvest, and the raftway 
companies mi gh t, just be able to 
cope with the wrong kind of snow, 
if they knew it was coming. 
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Recycled paper made 
up 41 A% of the raw 
material for UK 
newspapers in the 
first half of 1997. 
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Standing room only as rail overcrowding worsens 


Topjfhre most overcrowded 
London commoter linos 


Train 

company 


CanrexSaHh 
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Transport CcrrespcuvJerit 


FIVE out of 10 train companies 
derating key commuter rentes sav- 
ing London are officially over- 
crowded, aoconfing to Oo wenanem 


They break peak-hour over- 
crowding feni ts ~ set when the scr- 
vices wereprivatised - and flmp 

" * ij - ^ — 


numbers dose to record levels in 




The boominraSwaynsecocddsec 


taxpayeis buying extra rolling tanrk 

for successful private companies. 
Under compler arrangements set up 
when the railways were sold off, if a 
rail firm i$ too successful it can ap- 
ply for more public subsidy to meet 
“ une x p ected passenger numbecsT. 

One company dose to the “up- 
per linnr" is Conn ex South Eastern, 
winch serves Kent commutera. It al- 
ready recent £80m a year in pub- 
lic subsidy and currently carries 
more lian 115JXX) passengers in tbe 

morni ng rush -boar. 

If ibis figure increases to more 


than 120000, tbeccm^any could ask 
the tax pa yer to fund new carriages 
- which each cost £750,000 At the 
expected rales of growth, it will 
breach The limits in a Utile over 12 
moprtis- 

TTie most packed carriages could 
be. found on the Counex South 
. Oairal network - which runs trains 
from London to SmTcy and Sussex. 
Tbesorviccc^irkdabc^60,000pas- 
so^eismthemormijgnjsh-hoiirlast 
year - roughly 3,500 more than it 
should, and 1,000 above the official 
threshold. Other lines where trav- 


ellers are being squeezed into spaces 
too small to handle them indude 
Thameslink— which runs from Bed- 
ford to Brighton; South Wsst TVains 

- the biggest commuter train service 

- and Great Eastern, which ferries 
passengers between Liverpool Street 
arid East Anglia. 

London's booming economy has 
seen the number of people travelling 
by train into the capital leap &9 per 
cent from 724*300 last year to near- 
ly 789,000 in the daily rush hours. 

John O'Brien, the franchising di- 


ben, said the current travcBingpop- 
datioa is Seb nowto be “veiy dose” 
to the bighesr-ever levels recorded 
in 1989 when 8l3j0OOpeopte rode foe 
railways in the rash hour. 

Officials at franchising Offices' 
rules state that the number of pas- 
seiigCBm excess of capacity must not 

caceed 4 3 per coot of the total num- 
ber of passengers in either the 

mn rnmg or evening peafcS - and no 

more than 3 per cent over the two 
peals combined 

Companies have been forced to 

aa. Great Eastern is patMdii^ an ex- 


tra seats in the morning rush 
honr and an extra 2,100 in the 
evening. ChAtem wOl have 12 new 
fating m sendee by May and eight 

note by September. Connex is also 

pyji jHing an extra 23W seats, , 
^^Pfdml cisipgtasi^ 

4 per cent in peak hours, and South 

’West Thuns is providing an extra 
2J300 scats. 

Gavin Strang, the transport min- 
iver. warned it was "not good 
eoou^h that five out of 10 train com- 
panies are operating in excess of 

peak-hour overcrowding limits." 




World 
tunes in 
to street 
party of 




Thousands are heading for tomorrow’s 
march to back the decriminalisation 
of cannabis. Graham Ball reports 



Ready for the offi many of the marchers win be sporting the campaign^ T-shirts - made of hemp, naturally 


Photograph: Nichola Kurtz 


FT IS GOING to be the best 
street party London has enjoyed 
for years. Thousands of sup- 
porters of The Independent on 
Sundew’s campaign to decrim- 
inalise cannabis are heading for 
tomorrow's march through the 
capital in carnival mood- 
And despite the uodexJying 
seriousness of the issue, cam- 
paigners plan to turn the march, 
foozkjiyde Park to Trafalgar 
Square, into more of cele- 
ry bration than a deiqonsrcation. 
Sarah Russell, aipature stu- 
dent from. Leeds, s one of 
hundreds who rang our special 
march information line: “We 
have organised our own coach 
and arehnpingBke mad that the 
weather is going to hold up be- 
cause we are determined to 
have a great time. It wfll be just 
like one big party to be with so 
many like-minded campaigners 
_ saying it loud and proud.” 
%^oidaycolmnmst Charles 
Glass, writing in the Evening 
Standard, urged Londoners to 
support tbe march. U I call on. 
everyone who came out for the 
countryside to return to the 

O 


streets in the same cause: free- 
dom. From Marble Arch to 
Trafalgar Square, thousands of 
men^ women and children wfll 
parade to show foe Government 
that those ^ wfao smoke margua- 
ria should not bc scat to prison 
for it Smofc^s. are not a crim- 
inal minority, they are just qr- 
efinaxy people,” he wroce. 

However, unlike the Coun- 
tryade Rally supporters, some 
of the cannabis marchers mi ght 
Jcvo^rnpre thaBf^J^ bleary 
eyed. “Alaige number offlyea^ 
have been distributed around . 
the London dub scene and . 
quite a number of enthusiasts 
have said they will go straight 
to Hyde Park from their all- 
night parties,” said a volunteer 
worker for Release, the drugs 
charity. 

Labour MP Paul Flynn who 
is trying to get cross-party sup- 
port for drug-law reform be- 
lieves foe march is already a 
success. “Notwithstanding an 
earthquake or flood this march 
has already achieved a great 
deal,” said Mr Flynn who will 
speak at tbe Trafalgar Square 


rally. “The extraordinary level 
of media interest that has al- 
ready been created by this 
marefameansthatevexyhouse- 
boM in Britain win have the op- 
portunity of discussing the 
subject of cannabis and the law 
this weekend. As things stand, . 
the three major parties are 
cons piri n g to stifle debate on . 
this subject There is one sim- 
ple .message to get across and 
that is decrrniraalisatkHi works, 
prohibition, doqs network.” 

- Supporters are not just ral- 
lying in Britain This week news 
of foe Independent on Sunday 
march went international, cre- 
ating abuzz of home and over- 
seas media activity. Canadian 
television is in London to cov- 
er the march and an Italian ra- 
dio station is going to transmit 
coverage of the whole of to- 
morrow's event live. There are 
eveh . plans to broadcast the 
mani on the Internet Prelim- 
inary television interviews with 
some of the speakers have al- 
ready been syndicated interna- 
tionally, and Australian radio 
and foe BBC World Service 



have also featured the mardi in 
their news coverage. 

“Tbe message seems to have 
got out into the wider world tius 
week. We have had dozens of 
calls from Europe. One group 
of individuals from Paris rang 
to ask which was the nearest 
tube for Hyde Park as they were 
coming over on Euroster for the 
day,” said Chris Brown who has 
been working on the inarch in- 
formation phone line this week. 

Other groups are expected 
from Holland, Belgium and 
France. A strong delegation is 


expected from Rome to support 
Marco Panne 11a the founder of 
the Italian Radical Party and 
veteran campaigner for drug- 
law reform. After the march Mr 
PanneOa is planning his own 
press conference. 

Others mil be going to foe 
speoal after-march party or- 
ganised by Hempology at tbe 
Cloud Nine dub in London 
SE1. Doors open at 10 pm and 
will feature a guest appear- 
ance of Trafalgar Square speak- 
er Howard Marks who is to DJ 
into the early hours. 


CAMPAIGN WHO'S WHO 


THE CAMPAIGN to de- 
criminalise cannabis has 
won backing from some of 
Britain^ Evefiest minds. 
Anita Roddick; founder of 
tire Body Shop ethical cos- 
metics chain, spoke mov- 
ingly at the seminar on 
decriinhwEsation organised 
by Tbe Independent on Sun- 
day last December. 

Recently, she announced 
her chain of shops would 
introduce a range of beauty 
products based on hemp- 
seed extracts- drawing the 
wrath of former Tory 
Home Office Minister 
Arme Widdecombe. 

Richard Branson, the en- 
trepreneur businessman, 
has lent his name and back- 
ing to the campaign. Sir 


Paul McCartney, whfle 
supportive, has preferred 
to play a low-profile role in 
the campaign. 

The visual arts have 
been represented by film 
directors MHee Leigh and 
Peter Gr eena way. Fay 
Weldon, A N Wilson and 
hOdt Hornby are among a 
host of leading writers to 
bade the campaign. 
Prominent medkaJ sup- 
porters include Dr Phffip 
Robsdn, consultant psychia- 
trist at the Wameford Hos- 
pital, and Professor Steven 
Rose, director of the Brain 
and Behaviour Research 
Group at the Open 
University. 

i fa march i nfo r ma tion 
ring: 0181-964 2692. 


FO alert 
on risks 
of travel 
to 


A FOREIGN Office warning 
that British visitors to Madrid 
face increasing d a nge r of rob- 
bery and violent attacks has led 
to a travel company offering re- 
funds to customers, write Eliz- 
abeth Nash and Khn Sengupta. 

In just two weeks, more 
than 100 clients have taken up 
the offer from Air Miles of re- 
funds or holidays at alternative 
destinations. 

The Foreign Office advice to 
travellers, issued two weeks 
ago, was based on information 
supplied by the British Emhassy 
in Madrid. "Statistics indicated 
that things were getting out of 
hand. Thirty-two British people 
this month alone have report- 
ed robberies in Madrid, and we 
have issued 24 new passports 
since the beginning of March to 
replace ones stolen. It’s a big in- 
crease." an embassy spokesman 
said yesterday. 

Advice sent to travel agen- 
cies warned of "an increase in 
violent crime, especially in 
Madrid where a growing num- 
ber of people have had valu- 
ables stolen. This is often 
accompanied by threats of and 
actual violence, sometimes in- 
volving weapons." 

In a letter to travellers, Air 
Miles, based at Crawley, Sussex 
says: “If -.‘you wish to cancel 
or change your booking, we wfll 
of course be happy to helpyou 
find a replacement destination; 
or in the event of you wanting 
to cancel your present booking 
prior to travel, we would - in this 
instance - refund your pay- 
ments and/or Air Miles in fulL” 

But foe Spanish government, 
sensitive to any threat to its 
tourism industry, has sprung to 
the capital's defence. "Our af- 
fidal statistics do not bear out the 
British claims," a spokeswoman 
for the foreign ministry said 
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Comedy danger man back on air 


CHRIS MORRIS, Britain’s most 
innovative and risqu£, broad- 
caster took to the airwaves again 

in foe early hours this morning, 
hilt only his most avid fans - 
which unbelievably include the 
sober suits at the Independent 
Tfelevision Commission - and 
insomniacs will be able to hear 
him, writes Paul McCann. 

Radio T starts a new series of 
his weird music and comedy 
show Blue Jam at lam. Which 
proves that the station is yet to 
completely forgive Morris for 
.using its airwaves in the past to 
get MBs to comment on the fic- 
titious death of Michael Hesel- 
tine or to announce that Jimmy 
Sasdle was dead. 

Blue Jam is a strange mixture 


IN THE NEWS 


CHRIS MORRIS 


es -some of which are the fun- 
niest arid most distasteful to be 
found on television or radio. 

1 In one memorable sketch in 
foe last series a gentle-voiced 

_ T ■_* in Hat nst- 


■ 

tient how “You may feel a tittle 
tingle when I put this one in. 
Which was.tben followed by the 
sound of noisy hammering and 
‘the acupuncturist saying: “The 
nails I use ire between nine and 
"14 inches long and half an inch 
thlek. They must go through the 
body part and at least two inch- 
. es into the table, otherwise the pa- 
J tient vrill slide off 

Another sketch featured a 
doctor whose only therapeutic 

sfifl was to "kiss it better^ who is 

visited by patients with increas- 
ingly lewdly positioned ailments. 
•; : it maybe that the BBC sm- 




certify believes that Morris’s hu- 
mour is only suitable for those 
whose mental stale has been al- 
tered suffideatfy ly drink or drugs 
at lam so that they get the joke - 
and the corporation has advertised 
tbe show widely - but it stiQ seems 
a rrimmal waste pf Britain’s most 

enttmg-edge comedy talent 
The BBC will only let him on 
air because the show is pre- ; 

recorded and edited. 

Morris, 35, started m broad- 
casting on BBC local radio until 

be was sacked by BBC Bristol for 

pfltfng r an apple over a news 
broadcast. After a stint on GLR, 
which has hosted almost all the 
Nineties television cometfy talent, 
he teamed up with writer Ar- 
mando lannud, Steve Coogan 

and Patrick Matter to create the 

spoof Radio ^ 4 news show On The 
Hour - the place where Alan ftr- 
tridge was bom and which trans- 
ferred to TV as The Day Today . 

He refuses to talk to jbimial- 

istson the record, although is not 
adverse to leaking spoof stories 

about himself and livesa quiet life 

in Brixton with his actress part- 
ner Joanna Unwin and young son. 

His last brash with authority 
was when he inserted a very 
nxde subiiminal message about 
loaner Qmweltcioef executive 
Michael Grade in ins seri«*«» 
£!ye. That cost him a sizeable 


chunk of the programme fee 
and may mean a long hiatus 
before he is back on Channel 4. 
It probably also explains the 
Radio 1 start time for Blue Jam. 

The BBC, which turned down 
foe chance to air Brass Eye, is 
probably also mindful of tbe 
time Morris fooled two MFs into 
condemning a fictitious drug 
called “cake” David Amess, Ibiy 
MP for Southend West was even 
induced to wear the T-shirt of a 
fictitious anti-drugs organisation 
known as F.UJCD & B.OMJBD 
while holding a giant yellow pill 
that was pur p o rted to be "cake” 
-whSe shouting to camera: "This 
is a made up drug.” 

Yet in upholding the MPs’ 
mm ptarnts ahnut the programme 
tbe television watchdog, the ITC, 
went out of its way to- praise the 
show as “innovative and amus- 
ing”. Despite such official sanc- 
tion, for now Morris is mainfy just 
hard to hear. - 



Chris Morris: pre-recorded and edited 





; ‘S : ; v.:' 

; for tifeaq-. 

v fBfioi&Aa: BBC C aijil tMic % iM b ire he fipcf . 

"'“'ttfite r^wti^eader.soihvde^ 

the laj* 

, , , , 'pf Bfmn :ly vc6uld only toe , 



been seeri by someone' with fndustry- 
^sfcmdard editing equipfT>ent. "-r ■■■ '-■? 

SUC KE RED -• ' V ; . 

Grieb rfttes taken m by Homs’s phoney Bnss 
Were: Noel EAnorefa» Cbk* 

"ItsyiWcBeriwdHaiMilngCaibLL^^ 

.;de Pati,David Ames&'MP forStxxhend \\fest, 
.and Sir GrahamBr^ht MPforliiton^Swtb. 

vDE^FUNNY. 

:• CeJebritfes fobefy killed off by Chrf* 

‘ Mori-hs Nbel Edmonds (mardered by 

CBve AntlersonXJtiTKTTySaoraie, Michael 
. H eitlt ta o . 










77 J 


" as ni&Atefiia 




PfWORLD 

- 1 n ~" " ' i.n u- 

CO MPUTE R SUPERSTORE 

LATEST 
PORTABLE PCs 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 27 MARCH 1993 

4 ■ 



Compaq 

200MHz Cyrix Media GX 

MMX™ Enhanced Processor. 


32Mb RAM. ZIGb Hard Disk. 12.1” 
HPA Advanced Dual Scan Display. 
20 x CD-ROM drive with JBL Pro 
Integrated Speakers. 1Mb Graphics 
card. 33.6K Data/Fax Modem. 
Includes MS Works V4.0, 

En carta 98 plus a choice of 7 other 
top software tides. 5 Was £1 899. 
MODEL Presario 1220. 


SAVE £100 



1531 


.06 


Texas 

150MHz Intel Pentium ° 
Processor with MMX r " 
Technology 


16Mb RAM. 2.1Gb Hard Disk. 
113" Dual Scan Display, 1 6 bit 
stereo soundcard and aMsaker, 
2 Type H PCMCIA skits (or 
1 x type 111), Windows 95. 

FREE LOTUS SMAKTSUITE 97*. 

MODEL Extensa 35 5M. 


<85 


<999 


Olivetti 

150MHz Intel Pentium r 
P rocessor with MMX 
Technology 


16Mb RAM. 1.4Gb Hard Disk. 
256K Cache Memory. 

12.1" Dual Scan Display. 

20 x Multimedia. Windows 95. 
FREE START-UP SERVICE IN 
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE* 


I 3 J r«j 1 1 M ,1 K* 1 1 Iiir; 


Was£4S*197£+«Sltt39?. £1299. 
MODELEdns I5QDM. 


Toshiba 

166MHz Intel Pentium ' 
Processor with MMX u 
Technology 


1 6Mb EDO RAM. 2Gb Hard 
Disk. 256K Cache Memory. 
12.1 "Dual Scan Colour 
Display, fully integr a ted 
1 6 x CD ROM drive and 
floppy disk drive, built in 
microphone, Windows 95. 


MODEL Satellite 300CDS. 


Olivetti 

1 66MHz Intel Pentium n 
Processor with MMX - 
Technology 


32Mb EDO RAM. 2Gb Hard 
Disk. 2S6K Cache Memory 
12.1" TFT Colour Display, 

20 x multimedia, Windows 95. 
FREE START-UP SERVICE IN 
YOURHOMEOR OFFICE.' 


; 4 1 1 1 1 1 L'y.'*' r i xl'I mi . 


MO DQj Echos Pro P166SM. 



SA VE £ 350 II 


NEW 


NEW I 


: 1275 .» < 14455 . 


WORLD'S SMALLEST 

PENTIUM PC 


TOSHIBA 

Libretto 50CT. 


75MHz Intel Pentium® Processor 

16Mb RAM. 810Mb Hard Disk. TFT Colour 
Display. Type II PCMCIA slot Pre-loaded with 
Microsoft Windows 95. Rechargeable Lithium 
Ion battery. Weighs only 850g. 

Dimensions: 21 cm x 11.5cm x 3.4cm. 

Was £821 33 inc VAT 
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Poignant last seconds * 

of Stephen Lawrence 
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By Kathy Marita 

A POIGNANT account of the 
last few minutes of the life of 
Stephen Lawrence was given 
yesterday by a couple who 
looked after him as he lay dy- 
ing in a pool of blood on the 
pavement. 

Conor Thaffe told the pub- 
lic inquiry into the Mack teenag- 
er’s death that he and his wife, 
Louise, knelt down beside him 
after be was stabbed Mrs Thaffe 
held Stephen’s head in her 
hands and spoke into his ear, 
teQing him: ‘Tfou are loved, you 
are loved." 

Neville Lawrence, Stephen’s 
father, left the room during Mr 
Thaffe's evidence and several 
people in the public gallery 
wept. 

Stephen, 18, was attacked by 
a white gang in FlHiam south- 
east London, five years ago as 

Murder hunt: 
two bodies found 

POLICE searching for a cou- 
ple allegedly shot dead in De- 
cember have found two bodies 
near Crosbie Mams Eann, at 
West Kilbride in Ayrshire. 

Police, including an un- 
derwater unit, have been 
searching land at the farm 
since Monday, when two 
men appeared in court in 
Dumbarton accused of the 
murder of Roderick and 
Anne Marie Aitken, 38, from 
Aberfoyle. 

Iain Meikleham, 29, and 
John Parker, 27, appeared in 
private at Dumbarton Sheriff i 
Court. 

Actor dies 

DANIEL MASSEY, the vet- 
eran actor, has died of heart 
failure after a long battle 
against illness. 

The film and stage star, 
whose screen appearances in- 
cluded The Entertainer, Mod 
Flanders and The Cat and the 
Canary, died yesterday in a 
London hospital. 

His agent, Wfm Hance, 
said complications had set in 
after the 64-year-old actor 
had fought successfully against 
Hodgkin’s disease. In the past 
year Massey continued to per- 
form both in the Wjst End and 
on Broadway in a production 
of Taking Sides. 

Pilot accused 

THE PILOT of a helicopter in 
which a boy died on a flight 
arranged by a Noel Edmonds 
charity has appeared in court 
Robert Hobson, 57, of 
Penicuik, near Edinburgh, 
made no plea and was re- 
leased on bail by Forfar sher- 
iff court, Tayside. 

Mr Hobson is accused of 
two Air Navigation Order con- 
traventions after the crash at 
Glamis Castle, Tfcyskte,- last 
year in which nine-year-old 
Garry Mafiey died. Mr Hobson 
is accused of failing to comply 
with a amefitioo of a certificate 
of ahwmthiness, and of acting 
jh a manner likely, to e mfef iffcr 

the aircraft and its occupants. 

Suspect freed 

A MAN of 20 who was ar- 
rested in connection with the 
murder of schoolgirl Kate 
Bushell was released last 
night, police said. 

A spokeswoman for Devon 
and Cornwall police said that 
the investigation into the 
killing of Kate, 14, would con- 
tinue. The man had been 
questioned at Exeter since 
his arrest on Wednesday. 

Lick away gloom 

EATING ice cream makes 
you happy, researches claim. 
The Associates for Research 
Into the Science ofErgqyment 
says people who enjoy earing 
ice cream are twice as likely to 
be happy than stressed. 

Correction 

IN an article published on 24 
March headlined “Girls 
smoke to appear cool for their 
boyfriends”, it was stated that 
the report Smoking in Ado- 
lescence: Images and Identities 
was the work of the That for 
the Study of Adolescence. We 
have been asked to point out 
that it was written by Dr Bar- 
bara IJoyiL senior research : 
low and Dr Kevin I .liras, 
visiting research fellow, of : 
Sussex University. 


he and his friend, Duwayne 
Brooks, waited fora late-night 
bus home. 

The public inquiry, chaired 
by Sir William Macphereon of 
Guny, has been told of crucial 
delays and errors by police who 
investigated the racially-moti- 
vated murder. 

Mr Thaffe said that he and 

his wife prayed for Stephen and 
stroked his head in the final mo- 
ments of his life. When be ar- 
rived home, he said, he washed 
some of the teenager’s Wood 
from his hands and poured the 
water under a rose bush in his 
garden. “I thought that, in some 
ways, perhaps he is living on," 
be said. 

The couple were walking 
home from a prayer meeting at 
a church when they saw 
Stephen and Duwayne running 
in the other direction. At first, 
they thought they might be 


muggers, Mr Taaffe, 32, an ad- 
vertising manager, told the in- 
quiry. 

“At the time, I did sense im- 
mediately something wrong, 
something dangerous," he said. 
“You jost know." They Chen saw 
Stephen stumble, clutch his 
body and collapse to the 

ground. Mr Thafie said that his 

wife told him: “Conor, this is se- 
rious." 

Duwayne, who was trying to 

flag down traffic and was ex- 
tremely agitated, told them 
that Stephen had been at- 
tacked. “I saw blood on the 
ground,” Mir Thafe said. “It was 
think, congealed blood, quite a 
lotofit. 

“T was praying in a whisper: 
•Bless him Lord Jesus, keep him 
Lord Jesus, have mercy on 
him’.” At one point, he said, 
Stephen involuntarily moved 
his head and sounded “as if he 


was choking, trying to breathe”. 

Mr Tftaffe described how 
his wife spoke into Stephen’s 
ear. “Both of us knew that the 
hearing was one of the last 
things to go, and she said: ‘You 
are loved, you are loved’." 

When police arrived, he 
said. Constable Linda Bethel 
put a finger in front of 
Stephen’s mouth and said that 
she thought be was still breath- 
ing. “I tried, and felt nothing," 
he said. 

Mr Tkaffe said he was aware 
of other racist attacks in the 
area. “Every time I see a black 
person in Eltham, I just fed sor- 
ry for them," he said. 

Five white youths were ac- 
cused of Stephen's murder, but 
charges against two of them 
were dropped before the case 
came to court The other three 
were acquitted in 1996. 

The inquiry continues today. 





Many young giris turn to teenage magazines for advice on sex Photograph: DaSy Rcaml 


Teenage magazines will 
warn on pregnancy risk 


By Glenda Cooper 

SoaaJ Affairs C orresporxient 

TEENAGE magazines are to be 
used to help alert girls to the 
dangers of under-age sex after 
figures revealed the highest 
number of schoolgirl pregnan- 
cies in more than 10-years, the 
Government said yesterday. 

Tessa Joweli, the public 
health minister, has met mag- 
azine editors to discuss ways of 
educating young girls on the 
risks of under-age sex as letters 


■■■■■»» muxm lmwiiii^w 

girls revealed “woeful levels of 
ignorance" she said. 

In the past the teen ma ga. 
zines have been criticised for be- 
ing too sexually tsqdirit In 1996, 
the Conservative MP Peter Luff 
attacked the magazines for thefi 
“squalid ti filiation, salwrfnn s- 
ness and smut", and he intro- 
duced a BQl to force them to 
cany age warnings on sexually 
explicit material. 

The smne year the first re- 
port from the Tfeenage Maga- 
zine Arbitration Panel censured 
■Sugar and Sfcss for printing un- 
representative figures in surveys 


which suggested, falsely, that the 
vast majority of readers were 
sexually active. 

But Ms Joweli believes the 
magazines will influence young 
readers. Speaking at a confer- 
ence organised by the Family 
Planning Association at the 
Royal Society of Arts in Lon- 
don, she said: “Many teenagers 
who find it difficult to talk to 
parents get their information 
from teenage 

^So, yes, we do see them as 
having an important part to play 
in getting good and responsible 
information over to teenagers, 
both boys and girls 

“There is no point in the 
Government creating a natinnai 
Programme, to combat teenage 
pregnancies, that teenagers up 
Md down the country turn 
their back on because they see 
it as irrelevant." 

The move folfows annual fifr 

ures for 1996 which revealed 
that 8^00 girls aged 15 and un- 
der became pregnant. About 
half had abortions. The con- 
cjmon rate among girls aged 

2 11 be- 

tween 1995 and 1996 and it is 
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the third year in a row rhat there* 
has been such a rise. The Gov? ' 
eminent is currently loo king ag- 
ways to tackle the number of usss? . 
der-age pregnancies- A nation® 
al programme is expected to bm 
launched in May. * 

Evidence shows that soms 
teenage girls do not know thaff 
if you have sex you will get pre£| 
nant, or that if you kiss soment 
one with your clothes on, that i 
you will not get pregnant. 

“It is levels of ignorance 
that exposes the vulnerability of 
certain young girls. These are 
real cries for help This is not 
about advocating sex, it is rcoag- 
nising the reality of life," Ms 
Joweli said. 

“Pretending too many young 
children are having sex is not go- 
ing to achieve anything. We 
need to recognise that many arc, 
too many are, in ignorance of 
the consequences for them." 

Marina Gask, editor of Sug- 
ar said that the magazines 
would be offering “sensible^# 
advice about taking responsi- 
bility for yourself and not rush- 
ing into a sexual relationship 
unto you are ready." 
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Britain’s export showcase is hot air 
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Les hooligans rosbifs 

A HIGHLY MOTIVATED group of football fanatics is ptin- 
oing io ignore the authorities’ stem war ning ami head 
the Channel to the World Cup. Despite Tbny Blair’s caution 
to MPs not to abuse their VJp status, the all-party Commons 
football team is planning to play a match at one of the French 
venues against a select XI of Gallic politicians. Pandora, can 
suggest one reason why the Prime Minister should not ob- 
ject lo this clear violation of his recent edict. What could be 
more tianqufllising - indeed hilarious - for the highly emo- 
tional fans than the sight of a group of fat, middle-aged MPs 
waddling about the pitch? 

Frankly thinking 

WHEN Frank Field became social security minjf tw be 
was touted as someone who murid “think the 
unthinkable”. Yesterday the nation was given a look at his 
bold thoughts in his Green Paper on welfare reform. 
Pandora's reaction was to go to his website at the 
department of social secnrfty and initiate a search for 
anything “un thinkable”. The result, as expected, read 
“No documents foand impelling these wards.” Perhaps 
we would have better lock if we removed the prefix “mi” 
from ‘‘thinkable" and attached it to ‘‘remarkable”. 

Old King 
Cole 

WORD has leaked out . of 
Harrods's executive sanctum 
about Mo fiamed Ai Fayed’s 
droll new toy. He has ac- 
quired a glamorous wig that 
duplicates Michael Cole's 
lofty hairstyle. When visitors 
arrive in his sumptuous office, 

Mobamed likes to don the wig 
and say “Who needs a 

spokesman? I’m my own spokesman now.” Was Tiny Row- 
land ever this charming? Is a bagel square? 

Just the boyo for Labour 

CONGRATULATIONS to New Labour in Gwynedd, TOles 
on your latest recruit. Owain Williams, the former who 
served as an Independent Welsh nationalist councillor for 
the past 10 years, has just switched his afleghmee to.- 
Labour. No doubt Caernarfon, which Is 75 percent - 
Weis b- speaking, has not forgotten Williams's patriotic 
deeds in the early Sixties, including blowing up the dam of 
the reservoir which supplies most of Liverpool’s watm; for 
which he served a year in prison. Does he hare national 
political aspirations? Might Pandora suggest Peter 
M&ndelson should waste no time sending Owain one of 
. those nice Meepers so he can stay finnly “on-message”. 

Whizzkid’s counter offer 

WHATEVER happened to Mike Ovitz, superagent founder . 
of GAA, former president of Disney, and one of the most 
feared men in California? He met his match for mthlessness 
in Disney chairman Michael Eisner and had to settle for a 
golden parachute worth hundreds of mfllions of dollars. Ovitz, 
who once represented most of Hollywood’s biggest stars, has 
gone into the shopping-mall business. According to Variety, 
he’s just signed a deal with a firm called Glimcher Realty to 
open “The Mall at Polaris” in Columbus, Ohio. What’s the 
budget? A whopping $I-5m - slightly less than Mike used to 
spend on designer mineral water back in his CAA days. 

Deeper shade of puce 

HEY all you Deep Purple fans, check out this pile of hype! 
Now you can buy a Ritchie Blackraore statuette “in a 
limited edition of 500 created by one of the UK’s top 
sculptors”. If you too learned to play the guitar while 
following Ritchie's unforgettably banal riff on “Smoke In 
the Water”, you’ll recognize that £95 is a bargain. On foe 
other hand, don’t be disappointed if yon don’t receive a . - 
“cold-cast porcelain” Ritchie as sculpted by Sir Eduardo 
Paolozzi or daubed by Lnden Freud. Come to think of it. 
Deep Purple was not exactly the Beatles. 

Pandora 


Nonie Niesewand 

previews an 
exhibition offering 
a snapshot of 
British inventions 


FOUR star inflatable drums 
Sled with hot air and posi- 
tioned at Horse Guards Rg- 
rade, within sjghr of Buckingham 
ftdacc, are to become London's 
latest adventure playground. 

Powerhouses uk is the De- 
partment of Tkade and Indus- 
try’s showcase exhibition to 
generate Interest in exports. 

RrbvJi fflin, mncic «yj. 

ence and technology, packaging 
and products will be seen by 
beads of state from Asia and 
Europe when Tony Blair opens 
ASEM2 on 2 ApriL 

Royal Paxks officials would not 
allow the architects Branson 
Coates to c^foandarionscn the 
historic sac, but this portable ar- 
chkectme is mom than just a stage 
set It is designed to be a travel- 
ling road show. like Britain, it’s 
on the move,” says Nigd Coates. 
Cables to generate ail the on- 
screen entertainment and sound 
are run from a generator with- 
in Admiralty Arch. 

Marketing jargon inspired 
four themes in each pod - 
Communications, Lifestyle, 
Networking and Learning. Dig- 
ital information and video 
screens run alongside objects. 
Even they are an the move. 

Scalectrix whizzes buses and 
unties with billboards around 
the Communications drum past 
a Cityscape made of packaging 

St PauTs is made from Conran’s 
Bluebird wine boxes, book jack- 
ets, tins and CD covets. Bjork’s 
new album is on the wall and so 
are the fashion photographer 
Nick Knight’s flower pictures. “7 
wanted to show that rides are an 
incredible resource," Nigel 
Coates said “They make you 
come alive. Like my architecture 
winch k much more than a pure- 
ly aesthetic functional object" 

In Lifestyle, 31 suitcases 
move along a carousel designed 
Kke a slalom sJd slope varying 
in height and direction. These 
suitcases open up to reveal 
Prion cakmlat£^fr>ld-qp drabs 



Best of British: The inflatable drams in the shadow of Horse Guards Parade. Below, a Cityscape made from packaging Photographs: Peter Macdiarmid 


that turn into coffee tables by 
the furniture design company 

J am, an alnmininm sta ckin g 

chair by Ron Arad, Professor of 
Furniture at the Royal College 
of Art, which was made in the 
same factory in Worcestershire 
as aircraft bodies, Alexander 
McQueen’s bustier, or stilettoes 
by Manolo Blahnik. 

“Nothing precious. No ob- 
jects in a design strait-jacket," 
Nigel Coates explains. 

Across lo the Learning drum 
where five potting sheds are 
used to germinate ideas. John 
Tnnes potting soils show bow 
cabbages fed a certain sub- 
stance can fight cancer; a com- 
puterised artificial limb 
invented for landmine victims 
is displayed as is a thin televi- 
sion screen, made of gas plasma, 
down one side of which there 
are cameras taking mug shots 
of all who visit beamed onto it 


The fifth shed in learning be- 
longs to the Royal College of Art 
although Powerhouse:: uk is 
RCA-led. Claire CatteraH, the 
exhibition's curator, admits that 
more than 70 per cent of 
Britain's designers are RCA 
postgraduates. She won’t accept 
the cool Britannia label. “Cool 
is so now. Exciting and energetic 
design has been going on in 
Britain for years,” she says. “It 
comes partly from our heritage, 
bloody mindedness, the fact 
that we are an island. This ex- 
hibition is a snapshot for now.” 
Networking shows bow cre- 
ativity is sparked St Luke's ad- 
vertising agency - the first to be 
owned by its staff -has offices 
themed for clients, where no- 
body has a desk but moves into 
a roam with their mobile and a 
satchel full of ideas. 
Powerhouse:: uk opens to the 
public from 4 April to 19 ApriL 
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Child killer to be 
kept under watch 


SIDNEY Cooke, the dnld killer, 
is almost certain to be placed un- 
der police surveillance as soon 
as he leaves jail early next mouth, 
writes Jason -Bennetto, Crime 
CorrespondeoL 

Scotland Yard also revealed 
that the public and other or- 
ganisations, such as schools, 
may be alerted tf Cooke returns 
to his old east London haunts, 

Cooke is due to be released 
firom Wandsworth prison in 
south-west London on 6 April af- 
ter serving nine years of a 16-year 
sentence for the manslaughter of 
Jason Swift, aged 14, who was ab- 
ducted and raped 

Widespread concerns have 
been raised about what wffl 


happen to Cooke once he 
leaves jail, following the expe- 
rience of Robert Oliver, a mem- 
ber of the same gang jailed for 
killing Jason, who immediate- 
ly visited a beach and library to 
watch children. 

Deputy Assistant Commis- 
sioner Bill Griffiths, of the 
Metropolitan Police, confirmed 
police surveillance was being 
considered. “There’s a range of 
options, it could be about alert- 
ing the public, it could be about 
rehousing,” he said. “Unless you 
lock them up to infinity, they are 
all going to come ouL What we 
have got to do is manage the risk 
associated with the individual,” 
he added. 


Standard Life 

Annual Genera! 
Meeting 




The 172nd Annual General Meeting of the 

Standard Life Assurance Company wiff be held in 
Standard Life House, 30 Lothian Road, Edinburgh 
on Tuesday 28 April 1 998 at 2.30pm. 

A member entitled to attend and vote b entitled 
to appoint a proxy to attend and vote. A proxy 
need hot be a member. 

By order of the Board of Directors SgjH 
Marcia Campbell 

. _ STANDARD LIFE 

Secretary 

Edinburgh, 26 March 1998 


. , a ronv of the Annual Report and 
Polkyholdersmoyo writing to tta Customer 

Accounts, mclud'ng the o^noo y Edinburgh 

Sendee Intermebon n»m * £> BM 1 . ^ ^ 

EH3 SRC or by telephoning f 

be similarly obtained by member* entitled to vote. t 
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IF WE DON'T REACH 




YOU WITHIN AN 


HOUR, WE LL GIVE 


YOU £10'. THE AA 


AND RAC WON'T. 


How’s this for Speed? On average. Green 
Flag reach" you in Just 35 minutes! 1 ” 
How's this for cost? Cover starts from 
only £29 JO per annum. 

That’s foster and cheaper than the AA 
and RAC. They can't beat us. So join us. 


http://www.greenflag.co.uk 

■Upon reteipi of claim £10 cheque will be issued. 
••Vsrdiad Irom cusloiper miIsIbcIioh questionnaires 
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and unique 
photo security 


You pay just 
9.9%* APR on any credit card 
balance which you transfer to 
your Liverpool Victoria Credit 
Card. And we can save you even 
more money: 

• No annual fee. 

• Saves you money abroad. 
Its free of additional overseas 
commission charges, so when you 
go abroad, you can save money 
every time you pay with your 
Liverpool Victoria Credit Card. 

• And saves you money 
on insurance. Using your card 
even earns you savings on 
Liverpool Victoria motor, home 
and travel insurance. 

All this plus unique photo 
security. Call now for details, or 
post the coupon. 






Phone for detatk. or post die coupon m: Liverpool Virtoni, 
FREEPOST. County Cana House, 3U0 PboJe Road. 
DumiKaa owfa BH1 3NQ No tump required. 

Please tend ate foil detaib of die new Liverpool Victors 
photo Credit Cud. without ohbgaoan. 

Mr.’Mn/Mm/M» Irotuk Surname 


0800 134 134 


Lines open 8am - Spm Monday to Friday, 8am - 4pm Saturday 

Pirate quote ref: BBZ5 


Address 


Foucsdc 


Tekphone No. 



to trip is mnnuty «qirw> Cuyanrt 
Strutt, uk may be mswretl te nwtvded 


Liverpool fo 
Victoria^S^ 

The benefits are mutual 
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It's too late to 
halt millennium 
bug, say experts 


By Anthony Bevins 
FWfticaJ Editor 


FIXING the millennium com- 
puter bug is impossible, and ac- 
tion should now be directed at 
damage limitation, two of the 
country’s leading bug-busters 
warned yesterday. 

Robin Guenier, bead of the 
independent Taskforce 2000, 
said: “It is now fanciful to pre- 
tend that the problem will be 
solved. It is, put quite simply , 
too late.” He called for a con- 
certed campaign to minimise in- 
evitable disruption. 

His warning prompted 
Gwynneth Flower, new director 
of Action 2000, the govern- 
ment’s official campaign group, 
to say: “We are too late to have 
a totally trouble-free t ransi tion 
to the new millennium. 

“The mill ennium is a prob- 
lem that will affect every man, 
woman and child in the world. 
We must prioritise our actions 
to make sure that the most vi- 
tal computer systems are fixed, 
and leave the rest for later.” . 

Those heavy warnings were 
underlined by William Hague, 
the Conservative Party leader, 
who told a breakfast meeting of 
Asian business people that the 


Government had shown 
the leadership nor the sense of 
urgency required to deal with 
the 2000 problem. “It’s time for 
the dithering to stop,” he said. 
“Today, I urge the Prime Min- 
ister to take urgent action to put 
right his Government's record 
of neglect.” 

There is no media database 
record of Mr Hague ever hav- 
ing mentioned the issue before, 
and he has. never asked the 
Prime Minister about it in Com- 
mons question time, although 
his spokesman said he had 
raised it in private meetings with 
business people. 

With Tony Blair preparing to 
address a London conference 
on the threat- posed by the fact 
that many computers will be un- 
able to cope with the two-digit 
date 00 from the end of next 
year - Mr Guenier offered his 
own plan for damage limitation. 

He said that the key needs 
were openness and account- 
ability, with identified ministers 
and executives being held re- 
sponsible for what was being 
done. In particular, he said 
ministers should publish lists of 
critical systems, stating levels of 
confidence of achieving mil- 
lennium compliance, budget 


plans, contingency plans for 
breakdown- and the names of 
people in charge of (adding the 
problem. 

. “The chief executives of all 
major utilities should be re- 
quested by government to pro- 
vide a public assurance that 
there will be no service inter- 
ruption as a result of the date- 
change,” Mr Guenier said. 

He also urged the Stock Ex- 
change to require all listed 
companies to provide full details 
of compliance budgets and 
plans. “Companies which don’t 
comply should have at least the 
threat of de-listing," he said. 
“This is the Stock Exchange’s 
duty in relation to investors.” 

He urged all those actions to 
be delivered by June, but be also 
called on the Bank of England, 
the Prime Minister, the Euro- 
pean Commission, and world 
leaders to act - and fast. 

With a Cabinet committee 
already considering emergency 
contingency plans for break- 
downs in critical power and 
transport infrastructure -which 
could threaten food, fuel and 
power supplies - Mr Guenier 
said that details of national 
contingency plans should be 
published by August. 



Veterans reunited: MP Martin Bell, who was a war corre sp ondent in the former Yugoslavia, and Zlata Filipovic - author of Zlata's Diary, the story of her 
childhood m warworn Sarajevo - at the launch of a Unlcef report caAed 'Children in Conflict* at London’s Imperial War Museum Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Which free 
pair will 
you choose? 



When you buy any Boots brand spectacles you can cboose 
another pair up to the same value, with standard single vision plastic lenses, 
absolutely free. Including prescription sunglasses! 

If you’d like other lenses, including varifocals or bifocals in your second 
pair, we’ll give you the frames free and the lenses for 
half the normal price. 

See our practice leaflet for full details. But hurry, 
this offer is for a limited period only. 

Not available with nan prescription sunglasses. Boots Pioneer Prescription Sunglasses , ready 

made reading glasses or any other offer , : 
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The Strangler looms 
over backbench Bills 


By Colin Brawn 

Chief fblitical Correspondent 


THE Westminster Strangler is 
poised to strike again today in 
tiie House of Commons, and 
there is nothing the authorities 
can do about it 

Former Tbiy education min- 
ister Eric Forth’s speciality is 
killing backbench Bills. After 
objecting to some Bilh last Fri- 
day, hh constituents have been 
telephoning his office asking 
him not to do it again. But Mr 
Forth, S3, is unrepentant, and, 
like a Hollywood horror star, 
there is no way of stopping him. 

All he has to do at 130pm 
is to stand up and shout “ob- 
ject”, and he will effectively fin- 
ish off a host of private 
members’ Bills through lack of 
parliamentary time. The list 
today includes measures on an- 
imal health, traffic reduction, 
public record, and restrictions 
on the use of electro-convulsive 
therapy. 

Aik) due for the Forth treat- 
ment is the the Wild Mammals 
(Hunting with Dogs) Bill to ban 
foxhunting, now low in the 
queue and still needing to pass 
its report and third reading be- 
fore it can go off to the Lords, 
after being held up by lory op- 
ponents. It has no chance of get- 
ting past Mr Forth. 

Some could have reached 
the Statute Book, given a fur 
wind in both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, bur if he shouts “object” 
they may alibe slaughtered. 



Eric Forth: An MP in the 
foxhunting, hanging mould 


The MP for Bromley and 
Chislehurst, the comfortable 
suburbs of south London, says 
be is not tolling Bills because he 
is fond of foxhunting. 

Mr Forth, who has a pen- 
chant for bright ties, natty waist- 
coats, and who sin gs country 
and western songs in his spare 
time, wears his sideburns long 
and his heart on his sleeve. He 
is targeting the backbench Bills 
because he resents the way the 


Commons is being asked to nod 
them through without enough 
time. 

T object to the large num- 
ber of Bills that we seem to be 
expected to nod through. I still 
cling to this old-fashioned view 
that the House of Commons is 
a legislative body and it is ex- 
pected to look at these measures 
closely. 

T don't expect them all to 
go through on the nod. These 
Bills are supposed to be looked 
at property." 

One of Mr Forth’s friends 
said: “He Is a very pure Con- 
servative. He is very princi- 
pled. a genuine free- market 
libertarian. 

“He doesn’t believe in big 
government. And he’s got style. 
He's quite charismatic.” 

He was a co mmunist at 
school in Glasgow, and after 
switching to the Ibries at Glas- 
gow university was an MEP in 
Birmingham from 1979 until 
1984, when he won his first 
Commons seat for Mid- Worces- 
tershire. A former buyer for 
R)rd motor company, he has al- 
ways been on theTbiy right and 
is regarded as independent- 
minded, pro-hanging and anti- 
socialist. 

Mr Forth told The Inde- 
pendent he did not feel guilty 
about what he is doing. “I have 
always believed we have too 
much legislation, and the private 
member’s Bill procedure was 
about small issues that did not 
cost anything." 


Tories turn into the listening 
party in membership drive 


By Anthony Bavins 


THE Ibries are to open them- 
selves up to more democratic 
procedures tom o rro w when foe 
results erf a ballot of party mem- 
bers are announced at a Con- 
servative Central Council 
meeting in Harrogate. 

Cdebratfag his 37th birthday 
yesterday, William Hague 
unveiled plans for a new party 
business liaison unit which will 
help channel the views of busi- 
ness to the party leadership. 

“The Conservative Party is 
listening. listening to people, 
listening to business," Mr 
Hague said. “We are getting 
back fa touch with the hopes, as- 
pirations and values of the peo- 

ple of this country." 

One of the more consumer- 
friendly aspects of the reform 
programme will be the setting 
up of a national telephone hot- 
line, from, tomorrow, which 
people will be able to ose to join 

the party. Mr Hapn> ha^ ggj j 


target of doubling the Conser- 
vative Party’s estimated 330,000 
members by 2000, and new re- 

auits wll be able to use the hot- 
line to join by credit card, with 
an annual maximum subscrip- 
tion of £15, with special deals 
for existing members. 

■Robin Hodgson, chairman of 
the Conservative National 
Union, the party’s voluntary 



“ — -vuiuttMiU JlUC 

centre of the party, where they 
haven’t been in the past, and it 
will give them enormous influ- 
ence if they wish to use it”. 

The National Union - which 
was founded in 1867 - along 
with the Central Council, and 
much else of the old Conserv- 
ative Party, are to be ditched 
and replaced by a' new, part- 
clected party board, and a 
national convention of con- 
stituency party chairmen. 

Other Conservative innova- 
hCms y'ffl include: an ethics 
committee to monitor stan- 




4 


dards; Conservative Future, a 
new youth wing; a women’s net- 
work; a policy forum; and one- 
member, one-vote election of 
future party leaders from a 
short-list drawn up by members • • 
of the 1922 Committee of MPs. • 

One senior party source told 
The Independent that the 
reforms marked a f undamental 
shift in the balance of power 
within the party. 

He said that no potential 
leader would ever again be 
able to ignore the party grass- 
roots - fa the knowledge that 
their votes would be required to 
secure the top job. 

"In future,” the source said, 
“any MP with ambition is • 
going to be very careful to look 
after the party constituency 
associations. “With each suc- 
ceeding year, and each suc- 
ceeding leadership election to 
come, tiie position of the .par- 
ty volunteers and 
activists is going to be strength- 
ened." 






dr U&p 


i'hi 


1 : • • ■■■ «nlu-u:e[ 

• • '"*>■• !lii 

t 1 ” ;!: m-ai-W 

• • 

:.i 4 hli«~ 
• ;>. 1 1- .lu'.imn? 
■••• '••■■r. jnJttyJ 

I w .nluvits 


... i i! 

I". ■ -n imI T; 


i •. . . • l.'ilIuXj 

• i •• .. un puu if 
' I :• 

. it.iKj 

“. I-. f 

. . I- ii'sH Mil. 

. . . ...|, 

,, ( . n'\ ; 

. _ . . ... * -n fc*“ 


.. ift. l-n:-'- 






. . ' ' V* 

• ;-d 


7/NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 27 MARCH 1 41,1 a 
7 


takes 


stand to deny 


MILES EVANS, a soldier. 
Stood in the witness box yes- 
terday and denied involvement 
in the murder of his nine-year- 
old stepdaughter, Zoe. He also 
denied having removed her 
from the family home at 
Warminster, Wiltshire, or hav- 
ing sexually abased her. 

Private Evans made bis de- 
nials in answer to questions 
from Alim Jenkins QC, for the 
defence, after he spent two 
hours in the witness box at 
Bristol Crown Court on the 
ninth day of his trial. He has 
denied murdering Zoe between 
9-12 January last year. 

In bis evidence, Pte Evans, 
who is in the Royal Logistics 
Corps, also denied having left 
his dark bhie T-shirt behind af- . 
ter Lbe killing — a garment 
soaked with Zoe’s blood which 
the Crown say is “crucial’* in its . ■ 
case against him, Pte Evans, 24, 
also said he was not suggesting 
in anyway that his wife Paula, 
29, was involved in the murder. 

The prosecution alleges Pte 
Evans -took Zoe &om the fam- 
ily’s home in married quarters 
near Whiminster Barracks on 11 
January as his wife - a heavy 
sleeper - slept in their upstairs 
bedroom. It says he took Zoe 
outside to attack and murder 
her, then buried her in a bad- 
ger set on nearby Battlesbuxy 
HHL 

■■ Police found Zoe’s naked 


body stx weeks fatter. She had 
died of suffocation caused by 
her crop-top garment' being 
poshed into her mouth, and 


use one as a nigh cdiirL He be- 
lieved he last saw the shin 


ncee; which, the prosecution has 
alleged, had been broken by a 
blow from a 7 fi«- The prosecu- 
tion has said Pte Evans left his 

T-shJn and a pair of Zoe’s 
pants, both of which were 
stained with the child's blood, 
nearby. The stmt also had scams 
of Pte Evans's semen, winch he 
said had come from a love-mak- 
ing session with his wife days be- 
fore Zoe’s disappearance. 

Pte Evans’s d^wiaUt came 
after Mr Jenkins had taken 
him through the de tails of his 
movements in the days before 
Zoe’s disappearance and the 
days afterwards and before her 
body was found on 26 Ffebrnaiy. , 
Mr Jenkins asked Pte Evans; ; 
“Did you kill Zoer* Pte Evans: 
“No, I did noL” Mr Jenkins: 
“Did you have any part in tak- 
ing Zoe to Battlesbmy Hill?” 
Pte Evans: “No, 1 did not.” Mr 
Jenkins: “Did yon have any 
part at all in aggnilring Zoe?” 
Pte Evans: “No, I did not" 

The soldier also said he had 
not interfered sexually with the 
girl or attempted to do so. He 
admitt ed he liked little girls but 
not in a sexual way. Asked 
about his T-shirt, Pte Evans said 
that sometimes his wife wore 
them and that Zoe might a km 


weeks before Zoe vanished. 

Pte Evans agreed that at 
the time Zoe disappeared he 
loved his wife, Paula, wbo 
gave evidence as a Crown wit- 
ness last week. The jury has 
beard she now uses her maid- 
en name of Hamilton. 

Pte Evans agreed that for 
Paula to have killed Zoe she 
would have to have climbed 
over him in bed, to have bro- 
ken the child's nose and 
buried bet Mr Pascoe asked: 
“I want to know whether di- 
recriy or indirectly you are say- 
ing to this jury *1 think Paula 
kffled Zoe’." Pte Evans: “No.” 
The trial continues. 



Ahoy! Wrens on HMS fnvindbfe look out for their families among hundreds of waK-wishers on the quayside a* Portsmouth yesterday as the aircraft 
carrier docked after seven months at sea. Due home at Christmas, she was delayed by the crisis in the Gutf photograph: Tom Riston 


Cunningham 
in row over 
cattle burials 


By Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Con’espondent 

THE Agriculture Minister, Jack 
Cunningham, yesterday de- 
manded proof that an increase 
in burials of farm animals was 
threatening severe and dan- 
gerous water pollution and a po- 
tential health hazar d. Only if 
convincing proof was forth- 


said. , 

He was speaking after the 
Ibday programme on Radio 4 
reported -that more carcasses 
were being buried in pits on 
farmland, breaking guidelines 
which specify at least a metre of 
soil below and above the body 
and a minimum distance of 
250m from streams, rivers and 
boreholes. Knackers used to 
pick dead animals up for free, 
and sell them to Tenderers who 
would process the carcasses for 
the by-producls. 

But the BSE crisis has un- 
dermined the knackering in- 
dusby. depressing prices. Many 
businesses have closed and 
those that survive are charging 
farmers around £50 to remove 
a dead animal. 

The National Farmers 
Union and the Government s 
environment agencies in Scot- 
land, England and Whies said 
they believed this is leading to 
an increase in the number of 
carcasses being buried on farms. 

But while diseased carcass- 
es risk spreading infections to 
other livestock and people if 


they are not property buried, the ; 
'agencies and die farmers' union 
say they have no knowledge of 
pollution incidents caused by 
the practice. “It is something we 
are looking out for," said a 
spokeswoman for the Scottish 
Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

On Today, Dr Cunningham 
challenged the pr ogramme to 
produce harder evidence when 
he was presented with pho- 
tographs of water-filled pits of 
bloated carcasses. “Pho- 
tographs, you know, can be 
posed. If people would produce 
real evidence of a real problem 

we win take action.” 

He dismissed suggestions 
that cattle suspected of having 
BSE were being buried on 
farmland, which would be ille- 
gal. “If there is a suspect BSE 
case or a real BSE case, farm- 
ers get several hundred pounds 
of compensation for every an- 
imal.” He criticised the BBC for 
raising concerns about live- 
stock burial based only on 
claims made anonymously, 
about unidentified locations. 
“What is this supposed to do, 
except undermine public con- 
fidence in the livestock indus- 
try, which is terribly damaging 
to farmers.” 

Professor Carl Linklater, a 
former president of the British 
Veterinary Association, told 
the programme there was a rid: 
of infections .such a&E.coR, sal- 
monella and listeria spreading 
from animals to people. 
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getting to meetings takes seconds. 
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update can take half a day for the people who attend. 

Now Conference Call lets you talk to three or 
more people in different locations, without leaving 
your desk. So if a face to face meeting isn’t absolutely 
necessary, you can avoid a journey. 

With the time you’ll save, you can spend more 
time preparing. And wbo knows, maybe you can 
. even get home earlier. 


No additional equipment. 

AD you need to make a Conference Call is a telephone. 
Each participant simply dials into a predetermined 
number at the agreed time. You need no new equipment 
and you pay no money np front. It’s that easy. 

The service is available 24 hours a day, 7 day's 
a week. You can have a meeting with as many 
people as you want, at any time, wherever they are 
in the world. You’D find it particularly useful for 
small groups, and for allowing one person to speak 
to larger numbers (e.g. sales force briefings). 


Hy Conference CaU free for an hour.’ 

The only way to appreciate the convenience of 
Conference Call is to try it As a new customer you 
can have an hour long Conference CaU for up to six 
people anywhere in the UK absolutely free. 

There’s a free Faxsheet which tells you how io set 
up your first free Conference Call. It Includes useful 
tips to help make sure everything runs smoothly. 


Why not change Ike way we work? 




ill: 


M to UP to B pwlponw « tho IK. The SM-up grape E1.76 per paraaoanu carierefCT cheap UMp or cvrti J kot pg/rnutFi agd UK ciwgr s KCo pw Mncpjrri jxt mwmn n.., let irm 

uOr BfxJ taken tatrym 1 Modi 1968 and 1 June 1936 em appDss to now account ootonwra. TI» o#e» cannot co used m aziiunctten wnr. nrr. sfe- injnt BT wziitwetog. Qubjoci io miUaMiy Pros jjd ms.te.vn <rf ijt 


teuMfterie: w-'TTT.I. 












J. H ,' E independent 

RIDAY 27 MARCH 1998 


8/WELFARE GREEN PAPER 


‘A new contract that will lift people 

Dogged 
crusader 
against 
poverty 


By Glenda Cooper 

S oda! Affair s Correspondent 

A “NEW CONTRACT" be- 
twee o the Government and 
people bound by duty on both 
sides win be the key to welfare 
in 2020 to “lift people from 
PpYerty and dependence to dig- 
nity and independence”, the 
minister for welfare reform 
said yesterday. 

The poor, the old, the dis- 
abled and children are the main 
focus of the reform of the wel- 
fare state, with Frank Field 
saying that the principles of re- 
form would be based on the 
twin pillars of work and secu- 
rity: “work for those who can, 
security for those who cannot". 

The Green Paper promises, 
although does not specify, 
sweeping reform of the much 
criticised Child Support Agency, 
warns of mandatory second 
pensions and promises “Dra- 
conian" measures against hous- 
ing benefit fraud. 

The Department for Social 
Security warns there will be no 
“Big Bang" to create what Mr 
Field calls the Good Society but 
rather a gradual step by step 
over the next two decades. 

"The Green Paper is the 
Third Wsgc not the end of the 
welfare state or defence of the 
status quo. It is a welfare state 
to meet modern needs, to sup- 
port a decent and fair society 
founded on social justice," the 
report says. 

It reiterates the Govern- 
ment's em phasis that the best 


The soaai security budget is 
£83.6bn in 1998*9 - not fa- 
short of one-thind of entire 
government spending, 

One in five people live on 
less than half the average 
income today, compared to 
one in ten in 1979. 

Nearly four million children 
live in poverty. 

Since 1979, the proportion 
of households with no one 
working has doubled to 
one in five. 

One in five families headed 
by a lone parent 

The poorest 20 per cent 
receive a lower share of 
social security benefits than 
they did in 1979. 

The number of people 
claiming incapacity benefit 
has tripled to 1.75 million 
claimants over the past 
20 years. 

The Government spends 
OObn a year on the basic 

state retirement pension. 

form of welfare is work as “the 
surest route out of poverty 7 ’. 
One in five working age house- 
holds has no one in work, a 
figure the Government is de- 
termined to tackle. This will be 
done, the Green Paper says, by 
targeting key groups such as 
young people, lone parents and 
the long-term unemployed. 

Mr Field announced yester- 



By Arrthony Bevins 

cri tical Editor 

THE sincerity of Rank Field’s 
views on welfare reform is sear- 


ever heard him describe the con- 
ditions of his Birkenhead con- 
stituency, where a culture of 
dependency is as endemic as its 
partner in crime; drugs culture. 
It is not unusual to find ob- 
sessives in politics, but the min- 
ister for welfare reform 


Man with a mission: Frafik Field described yesterday** statement as marking *a milestone in a Journey that has so far lasted 30 years’ 


day that the New Deal would be 
extended so that there would be 
more help for lone parents and 
the partners of the unemployed 
to get back to work. 

The disabled are particular- 
ly addressed in the Green Paper, 
after the recent controversy 
over disability benefits. Mr Field 
signalled that the Government 
remained committed to retain- 


ing the universal benefits Dis- 
abflity Living Allowance and the 
Attendance Allowance. 

He said there would be an 
end to the 16-hour limit on the 
amount of unpaid work disabled 
people on benefit could do and 
there would also be an exten- 
sion from eight weeks to a year 
of the time in which disabled 
people can have a job yet come 


back on to benefit at (he old rate 
if their health fails 

There would also be legisla- 
tion as soon as possible to es- 
tablish a Disability Rights 
Commission to protect, enforce 
and promote the rights of dis- 
abled people. “Disabled people 
should get the support they 
need to lead a fulfilling life with 
dignity”, said Mr Field. New Jaws 
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wifl set out more deafly who is 
entitled to disability benefits and . 
win aim to make the system fair- 
er and easier for claimants. At 
foe same time the Government 
win crack down on Incapacity 
Benefit- the number of people 
claiming it has tripled over foe 
past 20 years - to encourage 
people to return to work. 

The All Work Tfcst for en- 
try onto the benefit writes off 
all too many people,” said Mr 
Field. “We want to move foe 
current focus simply on what 
people cannot do to focus on 
what with the right help they can 
do. So we need reform the 
effect of this will be to reduce 
significantly the numbers in fu- 
ture who come onto the bene- 
fit and thereby produce 
increasing saving? over time.” 

Mr Field also raised the spec- 
tre cf compulsory second pen- 
sions, saying there would be a 
Green Paper on pensions pub- 
fished later this year. While the 
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hdpik^ pensioners take up the 
income support they are entitled 
to - one million pensioners do 
not op incrane support, los- 

ing on average £16 a week. 

Mr Field said that with an 
ageing population more will 
needtobesavedfor pensions but 
the share borne by taxpayers 
could not go up otherwise the 
costs would be unsustainable.- 
More salting towards retirement 
would be encouraged. 

, People who have taken out 
insurance to pay off loans who 
then Jose their job wffl no longer 
be penalised by losing benefit 
> .The Child Support Agency 
£#®also face “fundamental re- 
fSj^rtn” — while costing £200m a 
jjSgarto run, it is only seeming 
maintenance. The CSA 
gtes intended to help children, 7 ’ 
J nfe Field told the Commons. 
T^fut — it is dearly failing." A 
Jroot and branch” review of the 
CSA is being carried out. 

. The Green. Paper also reit- 
er^trfid foe. Budget's commit- 


ment to expanskmof the child- 
care system with the network of 
childcare dabs to be expanded 
from next month, providing a 
further 20,000 places and a 
Green Paper on childcare to be 
published after Easter, 

Fhuid is also a priority for foe 
Government’s TWrd Vhy” wfth 
Mr Field saying there would be 
“concerted action" to tackle 
benefit fraud. “Every pound in 
foe pocket of a fraudster is a 
pound less in the pocket of 
someone in need,” he said, 
adding that with tousing bene- 
fit alone “almost a biflioa pounds 
is lost in frauds with suspected 
fraudsters having a 99 per cent 
chance af getting off scot-free.” 
One of the measures to be 
introduced would be thorough 
checks on National Insurance 
numbers to stop people using 
false numbers and new powers 
for foe DSS to fine fraudsters. 

The complexity of the wd- 
fare system will also be tackled 
-at this stage some people have 
to enter their details onto five 


on bis crusade to offer radical so- 
lutions to his constituents’ plighL 

Mr Field has in the past spo- 
ken of boys in his constituency 

whose only ambition in life is to 

qualify for their own Giro 
cheques. Yesterday’s paper 
leaves no doubt that those ctys 
are fast coming to a dose. 

Hie man and the crusade are 
ind wt 1 ‘ n g ltWha b lft, but the tenao- 
jty of Frank Field was superbly 
illustrated tty his battles with the 
Mersey Militants, after they 
had infiltrated his constituency 
parly in the 1980s and tried to 
dump him. He remains the 
Birkenhead MP to this day. 

Born in 1942, Mr Reid is a 
grammar school boy from a 
working-class background- His 
father was a labourer, and a 
Tory, which could explain why 
Frank became a Young Con- 
servative before he went to 
Hull University. He was elected 
a Labour councillor in Houn- 
slow, west London, in 2964* 
when he taught at Southwark 
College for Further Education. 

'MthalLthehonesty.of a low- 
church Catholic, he said yes- 
terday: “For me, today’s 
statement marks a milestone in 
a journey that has so.far lasted 
thirty years. 

“This Green ftper draws on 


different computer systems by my experience at the Low Pay 


ni tii^ mitial dealings with 
foe Department. 

The Government sets out 
thirty measures by which its per- 
formance can be judged, in- 
cluding a reduction in the 
proportion of working-age peo- 
ple living in workless house- 
holds; it will reduce the number 
of children leaving school with- 
out qualifications, increase the 
number of disabled people able 
to work and extend second tier 
pension provision: 

The new contract is essen- 
tially about duty," said Mr 
Held. “Duties on foe part of 
government are matched by 
duties for foe individ ual 
There are two no-go areas 
for this government," he added. 
“Our commitment to foe vul- 
nerable is not negotiable. Our 
commitment to reform is not 
negotiable. What is negotiable 
is how we can achieve our 
aims.” 

Leading article, page 20 


^rS^bn^^SS^-Seoudty 
Select Commi ttee. 

“But above all it draws cm 
what I have learned from lis- 
tening to my constituents in 
Birkenhead, about foe need 
for welfare reform. Those who 
rety on benefits for their every- 
day existence are the real ex- 
perts here." -■ 

That genuine humility grew 
from his experiences cm Masey- 
side and while working for the 
poverty lobby between 1969-79, 
when he first entered fo rfiament 
at foe time of Margaret Thatch- 
er's accession to No 10. 

It is a rare event in politics 
for a prime minister. Chancel- 
lor and a packed Commons to 
listen in rapt attention to a state- 
ment being made by a non-Cab- 
inet minister. 

But yesterday was a rare mo- 
ment of social history. Mr Blair 
is determined that it will gener- 
ate phenomenal change. And 
when Mr Held said he recc^- 
nised the “partiojlar honour”, be 
meant it. 
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queues stretching a mile to buy 
a copy. The ansterdy named So- 
cial Insurance and Allied Ser- 
vices: Report by Sir William 
Beveridge, declared war on the 
gja&t evils” of Want, Dis- 
feas^ lgnoraace. Squalor and 
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buflt the foundations of the wel- 
fare state. 

Hank Field’s Green Paper 
NewArnbUtoris for our Country 
- a New Welfare Contract isun- 
Bkdyto cause such a reaction. 
But the minister sent by Tony 
Hair to go to “think foe un- 
fhmkable" must surety have 



Declared war 
on the ‘five giant evils’ 


. Despite foe changes of the 
1980s - council house sell-offs, 
long-term care, reforms of 
health system - the welfare 
state did not wither away: the 
Social security budget is now due 
to take a £83.6bn slice of pub- 
lic spending in 1999-9 - not far 
short of a third of entire gov- 
ernment spending. It rose by 
£43bn from 1979 to 1996. 

Mr Held’s Green Paper, 
billed “one of foe most impor- 
tant publications of this Parlia- 
ment”, is foe third stage of a 
process of welfare reform which 
began with the New Deal - foe 
drive to take foe young and 
tong-term unemployed off ben- 



foe “People s William” and his foundations of foe welfares fLfi? 10 ^ P*“ ** 
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tihtoe of away of ■fife, not only 
Brisan^ btit for the whole 
wffisedwbrid" 

Aafce’sgcwcnmjentbnsjght 
m the “New Jerusalem", the 


^ employment - a 

■ world far away from today. 
The welfare state was never 

set in stone and every govern- 
ment tinkered wifoitf^™ 
mmed to tame h. 


make sure that work pays. 

No doubt Sfr Wflliam would 
■ allow himself a small smile at 


• 4 V 

Jr : 


it was he who wrote more than 
50 years ago: “Freedom from 
T*ant cannot be forced on a 
“mocrattyorgjven to a danoc- 
rac y- It most be won by them." 
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out of dependence and into dignity 

The view 
the north 



By Esther Leach 


“WE have been nanm'pH fora 
long time" said insurance sales- 
man Gareth Murchie 28 -ar- 
guably a grandchild of the 
Welfare State. The Murcbies. 
both young professionals work- 
ing in the growing financial 
sector in Leeds, were typical. 

“It would never occur to me 
to fall back on to the welfare 
state if I know I’m able to work 
somehow, “ said Mr Murchie. 
“But there are people who are 
doomed from conception. They 
grow up believing at 16 tbeywfll 
sign on or go on to claim hous- 
ing benefits. It gets my goat, they 
should be out there looking for 
work instead of expecting the 
state to take care of them. The 
first thing I did when Matthew, 
our son, was bom was set up a 
savings plan. We always intend 
to provide for ourselves." 

They were concerned that 
a reduction in benefits might 
lead to increased crime and beg- 
ging: “If the money isn’t there 
they wfli have to find another 
way and it may not necessarily 
be work — it could be crime,” 
he said. “We don’t want ag- 
gressive begging on the streets 
either” said his wife Helen, 28, 
“But people should never be 
that desperate.” 

She believes state help 
should not disappear com- 
pletely. “I feel a sense of inse- 
curity the welfare state seems 
to have always been there if you 
were ever really desperate. I 
think we are a wealthy enough 
country to provide for people 
who just cannot work because 
they may be disabled bat we 
cannot afford either to allow the 
system to be abused.” 

Wmebar owner TbnyGedge, 
28, welcomed the ideas behind 
the Green paper, but said a cut 
tural change would take time. 
“It can’t be done overnight At- 
titudes win have to change and 


' it could take a generation or 
twfrTbegomimsen! must start 
in the schools showing young 
people hoiw to look out for 
themselves. They aren’t fangfat 
the soda! skffls, the money 
sense or the commonsense to 
get them through fife. And if 
you are a chilri nf a fa-mfty 
where there is long-term un- 
employment and yon know 
nothing different, it is going to 
be much harder. 

“These people should be 
targeted with special help . ..Bor 
I'd like to know what the gov- 
ernment intends to do with the 
money they will save from re- 
duced benefits. 

“An increase in crime has 
also got to be a consideration, 
because If people won’t work 
they will get their money some- 
where else and that maybe an 
easy answer for some. If it is go- 
ing to work at aD it will have to 
be phased m over I woofo think 
a very long time S' 

Richard Watson, 31, who 
promotes nightclubs in Leeds, 
said there was nothing better 
than achieving something under 
your own steam. “I Eke the idea 
very much but a lot rides on how 
the government sets about it. 
The dole has been a safety net 
for so many, giving a breathing 
space to help you get back on 
your feet. Yon just can’t sud- 
denly take it away and expect 
people to cope. There are peo- 
ple who get used to it 1 know 
and won't get out bed for any- 
thing less but there is nothing 
better for your self-esteem and 
well-being than doing' some- 
thing for yourselt knowing your 
own work has won you some- 
thing thatyou need or want But 
the government has to have in 
place the kind of help people 
such as single parents need to 
get out there- working such as 
child care the opportunities for 
work before they do anything 
else." 


Tony Gedge (left), a 
winebar owner, and 
Richard Watson, a 
nightclub promoter, in 
Leeds. Mr Gedge wel- 
comed the Ideas behind 
the Green paper, but 
said a cultural change 
would take time. 

Photograph: 
Joan Russell/Guzdan 



Mothers and children at the One O’clock Club 

The view from 
the inner city 


By Rosa Prince 


AT THE Haggerston One 
O'clock Club in Hackney, east 
London, parents were unhap- 
py at the demise of the cradle 
to grave welfare state. 

The club is paid for by the 
council and most of the parents 
would be unable to attend if it 
were not free. Most are on ben- 
efits, many are lone parents. 

Almost all the parents were 
opposed to any shift away from 
a comprehensive welfare state 
and did not think they could 
cope without it. 

Tbnia Cole and Annesta 
Allen, both 26, are neighbours 
and godparents to each other’s 
children. Ms Cole's daughter 
This 21 months, Ms Allens son 

Tyrell is nearly a year old. Both 
women are single parents and 
do not work. Ms Cole said: We 
come into contact with thewel- 

fare state every day. I think nraa 

people in Hackney rely on IL 
They live locally and both 
had their children at the near- 
by Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 
With such young chfldren^ 

Cole and Ms Allen use the NHS 

a great deal and neithercoufo 
imagine life without free health 
care Jds Allen said: “Paymgfor 

a private doctor would be im- 
possible, but you have to fwd a 
wav when it's your kids. It 
would lead us into poverty, it s 

so wrong." .. ()l . 

Both women voted for the 
first time at the last electton-- 

forUboiir.MsAU^saick/1 

had never voted 

started to think about H, bt?au» 

I was having Tyrell, and I vot- 

m 


ed Labour because I wanted all 
the goodthmgs they prcMnsed.” 

Car] St George, 32, is a an- 
gle parent to 10- month-old 
Amy. He lives in nearby Boston 
and travels to the One O’clock 
Chib so his daughter can mix 
with other children. Carl used 
to work as a sound engineer but 
had to give up his job and go on 
to benefit when Amy was born. 
He said: “I couldn’t survive 
without single parent benefit I 
have to get it If it wasn’t there 
I don’t know what I would do." 

Although Mr Sit George be- 
lieves the welfare state needs to 
evolve, he is opposed to the in- 
troduction of a system such as 
that in the United States. 
“America is the worst place in 
the world,” he sai<L “The peo- 
ple that are refused state weir' 
fare turn to crime and the gap 
I even 



middle class and poor, is huge.’ 

Karen Dorking, 30, and her 
sister Thai, 27. wereat the cen- 
tre with Karen’s children Han- 
nah,. 3, and Georgia who is a 
year old. Jessica, linn’s nine- 
month-old baby daught er sat on 
her. knee. Bom sisters stay at 
home with then, children and 
■ claim income support Karen 
DoikSng said she would be an- 
gry at any change in the welfare 
state. She said: “How can they, 
do this? Howcan they make you 
pay for health care when you 
don’t have a job?" 

Tbni Ddridng- was worried 
about the filtered; the state pen- 
sion. “I don’t earn anything, so 
fm not fortunate enough to be 
able to put money away for later. 
How could I do it?”. 
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Jeremy Laurence at the British Psychological Society Conference reports 


on crime 


videos and the risk of mistaken identity, and a novel way to teach reading 


Security cameras 




‘distorting justice’ 





A. 




SECURITY cameras, which have 
proliferated in banks, shops and city 
streets, may be be of limited value 
in catching criminals and could lead 
to miscarriages of justice, psychol- 
ogists have found 

A study of people's capacity to 
recognise faces captured on poor- 
quality video footage have shown 
that the process is “remarkably 
error prone 71 . 

Even when high-quality images 
were used people failed to make 
correct identifications. In research 
at the University of Stirling, par- 
ticipants were given photos of a 
target face taken from a broadcast- 
quality video recording and asked 
to match it with high-quality studio 
photos of ten people of the same 
age and sex. The ten photos in- 
cluded one of the target face with 
a slightly different expression. 

Over 20 per cent of the partici- 
pants failed to identify the tazget 
face correctly even wben the picture 
was taken with the subject looking 
straight at the camera. This rose to 
30 per cent when the head was 
turned slightly to one side. 

Professor Vicld Bruce, of the 
Department of Psychology at the 
University, told the British Psych- 
ological Society's annual conference 


at Brighton that the findings 
showed that people's capacity to 
recognise faces was much poorer 
than had been though L 

“We were doing experiments to 
compare human vision with com- 
puter Yiskm and we expected human 
vision to be near perfect under these 
conditions. 1 have been researching 
face recognition for 25 years and I 
was surprised by the error rate.” 

The findings show that security 
cameras do not provide a fail-safe 
method of catching criminals and 
must be backed by other methods. 
Two different images of a stranger 
may look no more alike to some ob- 
servers than two images of differ- 
ent but similar people. 

Professor Bruce said; “We have 
to be worried about the evidence of 
our own eyes. We have to be very 
cautious indeed that we don't think 
a resemblance between two images 
of a person means they are the same 
person.” 

Although it was well-known that 
people's memory for faces was 
poor, it was not known that even 
with a high-quality picture in front 
of them people mi gh t fail to make 
a correct identification. 

Professor Bruce cited the case 
of Michael Groce whose mother 


Cheny Groce was shot dead by po- 
lice when they raided her Brixton 
in 1988 looking for him in connec- 
tion with a robbery at a building 
society. Michael Groce was prose- 
cuted on the basis of a security- 
camera image which showed a 
young black man. He was acquitted 
when an expert for the defence 
raised doubts about the identifica- 
tion of the video image. 

Security-camera recordings were 
most useful when the person filmed 
was known to the observer. Pro- 
fessor Bruce said, adding: “We are 
not good at discriminating strang- 
ers 1 faces but we are very good at 
doing so with people who are fa- 
miliar to us." 

She added that the power of tele- 
vision programmes such as Crime- 
watch in solving cases depended on 
someone who knew the suspect 
recognising them and coining for- 
ward. 

Computers were good at veri- 
fying that a person was who they 
said they were but there was a long 
way to go before they could iden- 
tify which of 1,000 faces was the one 
before them. 

“Computers can’t outperform 
h uman vision. They are disrupted 
by lighting and angle just as we are." 
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Sharing a joke: Riddles and verted conundrums can help children get past the seven- to nine-year-old reading block Photograph: Mike Moore 

Children solve the riddle of learning to read 


TELLING jokes can help children 
read. Psychologists have found that 
using riddles for half an hour a day 
for three weeks can advance the read- 
ing age of seven- to nine-year-olds by 
up to 12 months. 

The riddles used included: “Why 
did the night tip toe past the medi- 
cine cabinet? Because she didn’t 
want to wake the sleeping pills; How 
do yon stop a fish Cram aneDmg? Cut 


its nose ofl£ How do you make a band- 
stand? Hike the chairs away 

Dr Nicola Hull and colleagues 
from Sussex University , told the 
British Psychological Society's Con- 
ference that riddles rest on a double 

meaning which requires sophisticated 
skills of comprehension. 

By training children to under- 
stand and make op riddles, jokes and 
ambiguous stories, their reading 


was improved in the crucial first 
years of primary school when 
progress tends to stall. 

Dr Hull said riddles could help 
children who had difficulty in mak- 
ing the transition from reading 
words to onderstanding sentences. 
“Children can tell riddles before they 
know howto read. Thqy are a natural 

aural form of language play. Children 
don't have to be taught to ose them 


and they enjoy them.'" For the stud- 
ies, some children were given pencil 
and paper tasks and some taught 
with a computer program. 

“We got children to make up rid- 
dles and they were given riddles to 
which they had to work out the an- 
swers. They would sit there and ar- 


that improved their understand- 
ing-” 
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paying for calls in advance 
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Pre-Pay Mobile Phone Package 

■ Up to 250 minutes talktime/ 

75 hours standby tune. 

■90 name and number memory. CURRYS PRICE 

■ Supports caller Identification - « ^ 
see who is ailing before 

you answer. m I 

Modd MOTOROLA MR2Q1. » I # ■ UU 
Was £179.99. i ■■Vidd 


vnflB 



Model MOTOROLA MR2Q1. 
Was £179.99. 


• NO CONTRACT TO SRSN 


• NO CREDIT CHECK TO PASS 


• NO MONTHIY BILLS* 


•To Wf ttnnacted a mMmsn of £17.63 has to be cmAed 
mjwvaaavit r*ry 6 months. 




Cu^ys 


. . , , 


Currys 







Wo offer impart) dmc* of thofcnasr phones and 
lammurteaflan* aqutpnwtt. Our ring* of mobiles 
(BWR urns from flw motor natworig to meet M*y 
wh«h«f you make tfttsmwy day or just want 
to stay * touch 


Open Sundays and up to Spm Monday- Saturday. 


- J-* • l, i*\ %{ -M ,*•% I'T-- 


Up to S years even senrk* support when you 
buy m Masttnar* Oww plan Service Agreement. 


Currys 


IBRITA1NS BIGGEST! 
ELECTRICAL STORES 

— t p— u ^ -‘y- tfihTryig mil Tmitoj nimj m 


Qmjit n Betmsd emA 


'mm 


.HouHnmi. 
A* iiHAm far dmalv 


Paramilitary 
beatings given 
to 8-year-olds 



BT "Friends and 
Family* Mophone 
Easy to program™ 
memory for quick access 
to frequent friends and 
CURRYS PRICE 


CHILDREN as young as eight 
years old have been targeted by 
Irish paramilitaries for pun- 


ishment beatings that have left 


some severely injured. 

In one 30-month period 
from mid 1994 to 1996, 40 per 
cent of all attacks were on 
young people under 20. 

There, were 108 victims who 
were either directly targeted or 
who were caught up as by- 
standers in attacks on others. 


One of the most serious in- 


cidents involved a 16-year-old 
Catholic boy who was strapped 
upside down to iron railings in 
what is known as a “crucifixion 


attack. His legs were beaten by 
baseball bats into which nails 


bad been embedded. 


Andrew Silke, of Uruvexsi 


ty College Cork, who present 
ed details of the cases to the 


conference yesterday, said the 
attack on the boy was one of the 


worst “The surgeons who 
treated him said the damage 
was horrific. The attackers tie 


people up so they can get dean 
hits at the arms and legs. 

He said nine children under 


12 had been injured in the pe- 
riod, including an eight-year- 
old who suffered broken bones. 
The beatings were usually 
meted out as summary justice 
for offences including drug 
dealing, joy riding, petty thief 
or vandalism. 


“It is organised. It is a sys- 
tem of justice. Paramilitaries 
feel under pressure to act as a 
police force. They are asked to 
do something about teenage 

gangs on the streets so they say 

no one is allowed out after 
6pm." 

Punishments were graded to 
fit the crime; abusing a child 


would attract a more severe 
punishment than joy riding. 
The worst beatings were re- 
served for sexual offences. 

Mr SQke said the attacks 
amounted to a distinctive and 
unusual form of child abuse 
which, as well as inflicting 
physical injuries, also left deep 
■ psychological wounds. 

Four out of ten attacks by 
the IRA were on young people 
under 20 and the evidence 


One 16-year-old 


was strapped 
upside down to 
iron railings. His 
legs were beaten 
with baseball 
bats embedded 
with nails 

suggested they inflicted more 
serious injuries than the loyal- 
ist groups. 

In Belfast, teenage gan gs 
known as Hoods were rivals 
with the ERA. “The IRA is one 
underworld but there are oth- 
er underworlds there. The IRA 
try to prevent them organising 
too much. 


"They cany out punish- 
ment beatings and the Hoods 
cany out reprisal attacks. In 
one case the Hoods attacked a 
taxi firm, vandalising the vehi- 
cles, which was known to be 
paying protection money to the 
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Good news at last for basking sharks, bluebells and voles 


By Nicholas Schoon 
^^Drvnem Corresponded 

BASKING sharks and bluebells 
were among 32 native British 
■wildlife species granted extra legal 
protection by the Govermnest yes- 
terday as it widened the 1981 
"WBcflife and Countryside Act. 

In three.weefcs it will also became 
an affencetosdl or advertise fix safe 
bluebells which have been taken 
from the wild — although cuhxvar- 
ed plants are exempt 


firms winch dig up wild bulbs and 
sen them in nurseries. Bluebells are 


climate continues lo warm they 
could be replaced fay plants better 


“We’re delighted That ih^ law has 
becu changed jin this way," said Jane 
Smart, director of the conservation 
charity Planilife. The mwinHm 
fine for selling wad bluebells wffl be 
£ 1 , 000 . 

The tasking shark, the world’s 
second largest fish , gets fit ll pro- 
tection from being hunted, captured, 
sold or advertised, on pain of a fine 


Safety net tfie basking shark, the targe copper butterfly and the water vole are now protected species 


of np to £5,000. It appeals off the 
west coast of Scotland and the Ide 
of Man each summer, where it fil- 
ters plankton thro ugh ^ ^ gilh 
Its UK numbers appear to be tiding 


mil w hile j| Q T*r it*eh fijA emw i blw 

this harmless giant those from Nor- 
way do. There is strong demand for 
its fin, used in Oriental soups. 
Michael Meacber, the environ- 


ment minister, apnmmeeH th a t 11 
animal impedes, 12 plants, one lichen 
and four fungi would now be given 
protection under the Act. 

These include the water vole. 


whkh is rapidly dedining due to pre- 
dation by minlc introduced from 
North America, and the stag bee- 
tle, one of Britain’s largest insects. 
Its larvae live in rotting wood and 


Photographs; Planet Earth 


his named for its feaiMjme4ookrng 
jaws which resemble a stag’s antlers. 

A further four species already 
given some protection the Act re- 
ccive more - a small estuarine fish 


called the aflis shad, the marsh frit, 
ill my butterfly, the huge copper but- 
terfly, and the pearl musscL 

A ban on collecting and selling 
the pearl mussel came into effect 
yesterday, without any warning pc- 
ood. This was because the Gov- 
ernment feared a last minute rush 
by collectors to beat any deadline. 
Tbs mussel, found in freshwater 

streams, grows up W five inches tong, 

Hvcs up to 30yeaxs, and has dedined 
due to people searching for pearls. 

But a moth called vipers bugloss 
was removed from the list of pro- 
tected species because it is now al- 
most certainly extinct in Britain. 

Conservation groups welcomed 
the new protection but Simon 
Lyster. head of the Wildlife Trusts, 
fl oiH- “The Act itself is in urgent need 
of a facelift.” Plantiife said it had 
loopholes; for instance, damage or 
destruction to a protected plant is 
only illegal if H is intentional. 

The green groups say there is an 
urgent need to beef up legislation 
protecting entire habitats rather 
than individual species, and to place 
more duties on landowners in 
charge of precious wildlife sites to 
protect them. 


Children 
to learn 

ABC of 
morality 


ARE YOU THE 


By-Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

COMPULSORY lessons in 
morality, communi ty service 
and political drills to end apa- 
thy and cynicism among the. 
young were proposed by a Gov-, 
e rrtme nt-appom ted committee 
yesterday. - . 

Schools should devote 5 per 
cent of the timetable to teach- 
ing pupils socially and morally 
responsible behavkmr, how to 
help their community and how 
to be effective in public life, ac- 
cording to the adrisoiy group on 
citizenship education chaired by 
Bernard Crick. David Blun- 


Sodaily and morally responsi- 
ble behaviour berth in and be- 
yond the dassroom. 

Knowledge and skids needed 
for participation in a democ- 
racy. Citizens’ duties, respon- 
stoilrties and rights. Value of. 
involvement in the communi- 
ty. Understanding of local and 
national democratic institu- 
tions, including parties, pres- 
sure groups and voluntary 
bodies. Awareness of global 
issues. How tax and spenefing 
work. Economic realities of 
adult fife. 

kett, Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation, appointed Professor 
Crick because of concern about 
young people's alienation from 
politics and society. 

Hiirty-two per cent of 1S-24-. 
y ea r-olds did not vote at the last 
election, compared with 24 per 
cent in 1992. Prof Crick argues: 
“We aim at no less than a 
change in the political culture 
of this country.” 

For the first time, there 
should be a national approach 
to citizenship education and an 


WE HAVE A WORD? 


attempt to restore a sense of 
common citizenship. At present; 
most schools claim to teach cit- 
izenship but quantity and quai- ' 
ity are patchy. 

The report says: “There are 
worrying levels of apatfy, ig- 
norance and cynicism about 
public life. These _ could well 
diminish the hoped for benefits 
both of constitutional reform 
apd of the changing nature of 
the welfare state,” - 
* fttof Crick acknowledges 
fearfi -that citizenship lessons 
could be used to indoctrinate 
children: last week Patrick Tb- 
bin, chairman of the.Head- 
masters’ Conference of public 
schools, warned of the dangers 
of a future government intro- 
ducing Nazi-siytemdoctim^^ 
particularly if citizenship be- 
came a substitute for Chris- 
tianity. 

Mr Bhmkett welcomed the 
report “The Government has 
always made it dear that any - 
recommendations will respect 
the existing place of Religious 
Educati on in the curriculum ” 

Pupils win be expected to 
learn through activities such as 
voluntary work and discussions 
on social and political issues as 
weU as through formal lessons 
on topics such as the working 
of parliament, the group says. 
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' is not just about teaching obe- 
dience to the law. Pupils should 
be able to distinguish between 
the law and justice and have the 
political skills to change laws 
peaoefnlty. School shouM be al- 
lowed to decide how they teach 
citizenship but the values, skills 
and knowledge which pupils 
have acquired should be as- 
sessed. Citizenship might, oo- 
aipy a regular weefy lesson, be 
taught in blocks or form part of 
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Two RollerskatersJn Oaldey, Square. 

| By Neil Pcwdl . - ’ ‘ " _ ;• / 

An island of late sunlight . ..■ 

To turn and circle in, tmdtowwmd 

Their tangled day to nigfiL 

Hie dark phanp one makes his offiity' 

Appear a conjuring trick: • 

Apurple sphere, ti'smarveUousthaihe 
Can wist and spin and fade 
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French right falls apart 
after deal wit® the NF 


By John Udifidd 

in Paris 

A FEW of the President’s men are 
trying to put Hompty Dimply to- 
gether again. Others are trying to 
tear him into even smaller pieces. 
The rest believe the only solution 
is to lay a new egg. 

A week ago, five local barons of the 
French centre-right defied orders 
from Paris and accepted support 
from the far-right National Front to 
hold on to their fiefdoms in regional 
assemblies./ 

It seemed that the traditional 
Right had snapped in two: part 
would go into semi-permanent elec- 
toral alliance with Jean-Marie Le 
Pen's xenophobic party; the rest 
would re-group in the centre. 

After seven days of plot changes, 
betrayals, unbetrayals, back-stab- 
bings and un-stabbings, the situation 


is more intricate than that, but, po- 
tentially, just as disastrous for the 
centre-right. 

One of the five rebel presidents, 
Jean-Pierre Soisson in Burgundy, has 
admitted the error of bis ways and 
resigned. Another may do so today. 
Demonstrations against- the others 
have been called tomorrow by left- 

wing groups all over France. The NF, 
which had played its cards with sbH 
up to last weekend, made a blunder 
on Monday by trying to force Centre- 
right rebels in Provence to elect Mr 
Le Pen as the regional preskJent (oa 
Mr Le Pen’s insistence). Since; ^eu, 
the momentum cftbe ultra-right par- 
ty has been broken. But the NF re- 
mains the potential beneficiary of the 
muddle. 

To sum up. The two main polit- 
ical groupings on the centre-right, 
the populist Gaullists and the “lib- 
eral” UDF, appear to be about to go 


their separate ways. The Gaullists, 
like the eponymous general iu 1940, 
arc threatening to stand alone. But 
the UDF, a 20-year alliance of four 
centrist and rightist factions, has vir- 
tually ceased to exist. The leader of 
its most moderate faction, Francois 

Bayrou of “force Democrat” , has 
himself the standard-bear- 
er of a new party “of the centre and 
the centre-right”. 

One of the smaller UDF factions, 
led - by former foreign minis ter 
; Herv6 de Charette, has hinted it may 
•.■throw in its lot with the new party. 
/The rest of the UDF is dead in the 
•'^water. The four remaining rebels, 
all from the UDF, have imtQ next 
week to resign of be ejected from 
the federation. But the leader of its 
most right-wing faction, self-pro- 
fessed French Thatch erite Alain 
Madelin, went along with this pun- 
ishment with great reluctance. 


If Mr Bayrou succeeds in creat- 
ing his new party, it is likely Mr 
Madelin will create a new party of 
the right, which would almost cer- 
tainly be drawn into etectoraMiance 
with the NF. Smashing the structures 
of the centre-right has long been the 
NFs ambition. Until last weekend, 
the softly-softly tactics of its num- 
ber two, Bruno MSgret, offering sup- 
port to the rebels without 
pre-conditions. worked like a charm. 

Mr Le Pen’s abrupt insistence on 

claiming a personal reward in the 
presidency of Provence-Alpes-Cdte 
d’Azur made the rebels look foolish. 
So did the results of polls in the dfi- 
partements last Sunday, which 
showed a sharp reaction by centre- 
right voters against deals with the NF 
The NationalRont can be pretty sat- 
isfied with its destructive week’s 
work. But it could have done better 
(or rather worse). 


Minister embarrassed after her attack on Blair 


Busting otic A detail of a poster for The Body Shop that has been banned by MTR, the Hong Kong 
railway corporation; the image is intended to expose the myth of the perfect body Photograph: AFP 


THAT'S enough Tony Blair. That’s 
enough Le Pen, too.” Marine Anbry, 
the French employment minis ter 
and number two In the Jospin gov- 
ernment, did not mean to put the 
British Prime Minister and the leader 
of the French xenophobic far-right in 
the same dismissive sentence. Not 
quite, writes John Lichfield. 

Ms Aubiy was speaking in a late- 


night debate in the French parlia- 
ment A few hours earlier, Mr Hair, 
speaking in the French parliament, 
bad delighted the Right and irritat- 
ed the left with his defence of new 
Labour. When the same centre- 
right deputies who cheered Mr Blair 
bedded Ms Aubrey’s plans to put 
France.6n a 35-hour working week 
to belpio create jobs, she lost her . 


temper. She pointed out that they - 
or their friends in the regions - had 
been making deals with the xeno- 
phobic National Front. 

Tb explain her outburst about Mr 
Blair and Mr Le Pen, she added: 
“What were you applauding in Tbny 
Blair? You. were applauding phras- 
es in which you recognised a few of 


your own j 


ties, like the death of 


ideologies ... If the [French] right had 
an ideology, we might have a little 
less of the far-right in this country.” 
Ms Aubry is said to have been die 
most annoyed by the Blair speech. 
Am o ng other things, he had said ide- 
ology was dead; all that counted in 
government was that polities should 
work- Ms Aubrey told colleagues that 
die found his address '‘lamentable’*. 



GET MORE OUT OF YOUR PC WITH 
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DIGITAL CAMERAS 

The revolution has arrived . . . cameras have gone 
digital. Because they store images digitally there's 
no more film or developing, so you can view your 
photos instantly on your PC. You can edit and 
store them on your PC, look at them on your TV, 
put them into letters and documents - 
even fax or e-mail them! 

TEST DRIVE THEM TODAY 

Ask for a full demonstration in-store. 




The new generation of digital cameras deBver 
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of around a mflBon pixels, giving 
amazing clarity on screen 
and kt print. 
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Paris vagrant held as 
‘killer of the East’ 


By John Lichfield 

FRENCH POLICE yesterday 
arrested a 35-year-old vagrant 
thought to be the “killer of the 
East”, a man who has raped and 
murdered seven women in the 
eastern part of Paris in the last 
seven years. Police said the 
. man, named as Guy Georges, 
had been positively kWtified by ' 
DNA tests as the killer of at 
least three of the young women. 

Relief at his arrest will be 
clouded by renewed criticism of 
judicial and police competence 
in dealing with the killin g?;, 
which were not publicly de- 
clared to be serial murders un- 
til last year. It turns out that 
Georges had already served a 
prison sentence for rape and 
that police had a record of his 
DNA profile. He was a well- 
known vagrant and small-time 
criminal, who was arrested two 
months ago for stealing a scoot- 
er, and then released. Since 
1995. police have held evidence 
of the DNA profile of the per- 
petrator of at least three of the 
crimes — two killings and an at- 
tempted killing Checks agamtrf 
the DNA records of known 
seK-offeoders in France were or- 
dered only last November; the 
profile of the killer and Georges 
were finally matched at the be- 
ginning of this week. 

There was almost another 
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Guy Georges: DNA tests 
link him to three murders 

bhmder yesterday. The fact that 
the identity of the prime subject 
was known was supposed to be 
kept secret while police watched 
his usual haunts. The news 
leaked to a radio station yester- 
day morning, to the fury of the 
judge leading the investigation, 
who raged against the “acute 
anti-social behaviour” of both 
the station and the source of the 
leak In the event, two detectives 
picked up Georges without a 
struggle outside the Blanche 
metro station in Paris early yes- 
terday afternoon. 

For 24 hoars police had 
been patrolling in plain clothes 
outside the home of his adop- 
tive parents, several squats in 
which he had been known to live 
and his usual welfare payment 


office. Georges was bam in 
Angers, in western France. Po- 
lice said he was of French west 
In dian origin, of no fixed ad- 
dress or occupation. A de- 
scription and composite picture 
of the presumed killer, issued 
last November, said that he was 
a North African. 

Police have been operating 
on the theory that one man was 
responsible for a series of mur- 
ders in the Bastille and Re- 
publique areas of Paris for 
nearly three years. For months, 
they scoured the area at night 
in the company of a young 
woman, Elisabeth O. who was 
attacked by the man in her flat 
in June 1995 but managed to 
trick him into allowing her to 
escape. 

For two years, the presence 
of a serial killer in the capital, 
preying on young women living 
alone, was formally denied. 
Detectives thought it would be 
easier to track the man without 
a public hue and cry. The killer 
seemed to disappear until two 
more young women were raped 
and murdered in September 
and November 1997. Police 
then confirmed that one man 
was thought to be responsible 
for a series of seven murders go- 
ing back to 1991. Relatives of 
the newest victims furiously 
criticised the failure of the po- 
lice to warn the public earlier. 
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How to find new customers in unexpected places. 
(On thei Intpiiet, for example.) 


IBM has helped one of the world’s largest airlines to 
link their established reservations and ticketing 
systems to the Web-allowing them to sell tickets oyer 
the Net The processing cost of a conventional airline 
ticket is around £5- an e-ticket only costs about 62p. 


Chelsea Football Club has launched its online MegaStore, built 
and hosted by IBM Global Services: Supporters worldwide can 
purchase official merchandise and gather up-to-the-minute ■ 
information on match results andptaytt.Jhe site, gets an 
average 350.000 hits a day- that's a staggering four per second 




You can use a Web site to talk about your company, 
to display products, to whet the customer s appetite. 

What if you used it to sell something? 

IBM is helping thousands of businesses to turn their 
Web site into a veritable market place. And making it a safe 
place for customers to buy. In short, making e-commerce work. 

Whatever business you’re in, IBM can provide advice, 
hands on technical know-how, in fact whatever it takes to 
turn your Web site into a dynamic sales channel. 

With decades of experience, IBM is uniquely qualified 
to link all your vital business processes, via Internet 
technology, to your Web site: bringing together inventory, 
billing, shipping, warehousing, the works. 

Transforming your company into an e-business. An 
electronic business. 

Search: arww.ibm.com/e-business 

For e-business case studies, facts and solutions relevant 
to e-commerce in your business, visit our Web site. Or call 
0800 675 675 (Quoting IE4). We’re expecting you. 



e-business 


Solutions for a small planet 
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Club Troika gives 
Russia more clout 


By Rupert Cornwell 


THE TANGIBLE resdis were mea- 
gre in the extreme: a promise to im- 
prove transport links and increased 
co-operation between universities: 
but JTor anyone with a sense of his- 
tory. the mere holding of yesterday’s 
first “troika” summit between 
France, Germany and Russia was 
enough in itself. 

Singly, but above all in their al- 
liances and their wars, the three 
countries whose leaders gathered at 
a government complex just outside 
Moscow have largely shaped the 
course of mainl and Europe for the 
past 300 years. And the intended 
message yesterday was unmistakable: 
what goes around, comes around. 

For Mr Yeltsin the occasion sym- 
bolised that Russia belonged to Eu- 
rope whatever the attitudes of Nato 
and Lhe EU. Far France, which 
courted Soviet Russia even at the 
depths of the Cold War - and to a 
lesser extent for Germany - it was an- 
other way of saying that Europe 
should be an independent voice in 
world affairs: independent, that is, 
of the US. 

And that is how the absence of 
Britain, eternally torn between At- 
lanticism and Europeanism, should 
be read. While Tony Blair may ex- 


tol Britain's leading role” in Europe, 
he is considered by both the French 
and the Russians too close to the US 
— an economic and ideological 
affinity most lately on view in the un- 
compromisingly tough Anglo-Saxon’ 
line against Iraq. 

Britain insists it has not been 
snubbed, claiming that relations 
with Russia are excellent (which, by 
and large, they are) and that bilat- 
eral summits and bodies like the 
G-S are perfectly adequate means of 
ensuring they remain so. It has “no 

‘Britain insists it has 
not been snubbed 
and relations with 
Russia are excellent* 


plans,” officials, say to turn this 
particular threesome into a four- 
some. 

Mr Yeltsin, for his part, tried to 
lay some of this century’s less pleas- 
ant ghosts. Unlike some earlier links 
involving the three countries, this one 
“was not intended against anyone 
else.” If there was a chance of en- 
larging the group, that would be “no 


problem.” But the staying power of 
the troika must be queaioned The 
nest summit is pencilled in for May 
1999, in France. 

By then however, given Chan- 
cellor Kohl's precarious political 
health, and Mr Yeltsin’s equally 
precarious physical health, both 
Germany and Russia may have new 

leaders. 

Bonn from the outset was the 
most reluctant participant, while 
the Russian Foreign Ministry has had 
very mixed feelings about an initia- 
tive that Mr Yeltsin revealed oqt of 
tike biue when he met Jacques Chirac 
in Strasbourg last year. 

Mr Yeltsin seemed in reasonable 
shape yesterday, though he ap- 
peared to mistake the routine pho- 
to-call for a full sc ale press 
conference, and deflected all ques- 
tions about the replacement for the 
government he sacked this week. 
“Maybe yes, maybe no,” he replied 
when asked if he would give the 35- 
year-old ac ting Prime Minister, 
Sergei Kiriyenko, the job on a per- 
manent basis. Nor did the three lead- 
ers give any hint of their discussions 
over the crisis in Kosovo where, just 
as with Iraq, France and Russia have 
misgivings over the tougher sanctions 

against Slobodan Milosevic urged by 
Washington- 



Close encounters: President Boris Yeltsin (right) greeting President Jacques Chirac at the start for the first ‘troika’ summit between 
France, Germany and Russia. For Mr Yeltsin, it was confirmation that Russia belonged to Europe Photograph: AP 
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Ukraine’s election hopefuls play on football fervour for votes 


Ely Phil Reeves 

in Kiev 


SKULDUGGERY and politics are 
eternally entwined, but the specta- 
cle that will today be played out in 
Kiev, the capital of Ulaaine. is one 
of the more flamboyant fibs told in 
the name of garnering votes. 

One thousand guests win gather 
in the capital's Palace of Culture for 
a two-hour gala concert to celebrate 
Lhe 70th annivereaiy of the country’s 
pride and joy, the Dynamo Kiev foot- 
ball team. Top brass from the gov- 
ernment will be there. So will the 
country's richest businessmen, its 
most celebrated performers, and - 
of course - stare of the field, past and 
present Millions of Ukrainians are 
expected to tune in to watch the jam- 


boree, which will be broadcast at 
prime time on one of the most pop- 
ular national channels, Inter. 

But as the ex-Soviet republic 
lodes fondly back at the long history 
of its favourite side, which was 
founded by a decree from Stalin, one 
detail is unlikely to receive much at- 
tention. It is not, technically speaking, 
the 70th anniversary at af. That oc- 
casion slipped by almost unnoticed in 
November. The festivities were post- 
poned in a thinly disguised attempt to 
manipulate the outcome of the par- 
liamentary elections, on Sunday. 

These days Dynamo Kiev -which 
is considered one of the best teams 
in Europe- is about far more than 
football. The chib president, Hrihoty 
Surkis, a multi-millionaire busi- 
nessman, is one of the top five on tbe 


list of candidates from the centrist 
United Social Democratic Party . So 
is his deputy, Viktor Medvedchuk. 
So is Leonid Kravchuk, the chairman 
of Dynamo’s supervisory board and 
the country’s first post-Soviet pres- 
ident lb the irritation of some of tire 
fans, most of tbe players and coach- 
es, not previously known for their 
appetite for politics, have signed up 
for party membership. 

Tbe logic of the party — and the 
club’s - ambitious leadership is 
sound enough. This century alone, 
Ukraine's history has seen a cata- 
logue of tragedies, be it the famine 
created by Stalin, Nazi invasion, or 
the devastation of the Cheraofcyi nu- 
clear disaster. The euphoria of in- 
dependence has faded, corroded by 
economic decline and stagnancy, 


corruption, the tenacity and greed of 
the old Scviet-styl»nomenclatnre. 

Yet foe football team has given the 
nation something to cheer about, 
something which has been manifestly 
lacking under the leadership of Pres- 
ident Leonid Kuchma. Its games rou- 
tinely attract 100,000-strong crowds. 
Its coach, \hleryLdbanovsly, has be- 
come the most popular man in the 
country, the subject of poems and 
songs. A scandal in 1995 when the 
club was banned from European 
competition for trying to bribe a 
Spanish referee with $30,000 and two 
fur coats has faded from view. While 
politics is greeted with apathy and de- 
spair, Dynamo Kiev still inspires 
hope and enthusiasm. 

The SDPU -and its candidate as 
the next president, Yevhen Marchuk 


- is hoping to cash in on this senti- 
ment. “We want to attract vxrtes from 
people who have been disappointed 
by politics,” said Oleksiy Mustafm, 
the party’s spokesman, as he sat be- 
neath a campaign poster printed m 
the Dynamo Kiev team colours. 
The party’s advertisers have brazen- 
ly pumped the football theme, churn- 
ing out calenders with pictures of the 
players, and photographs showing 
the candidates in the Dynamo strip 
Last week, however, the SDPU 
-which is expected to be among the 
top five parties - received an un- 
pleasant shock. In a match watched 
by most of the 50 milh'on population, 
PyoamoK5evwerebeaten4-ltyJu- 
ventus in the quarterfinals of the Eu- 
ropean League of Champions. 
Political pundits say the result has 


shaved between 2 and 5 per cent off 
the SDPU’s ratings- 

Its rivals were amtemptuems. “A 
. party that stakes its future on foot- 
ball is not serious,” said Yjracheslav 
Koval, spokesman for Rukh, the 
Ukrainian nationalist party,. “The 
players couldn't play properly, as they 
felt the burden of resgqnkbflity. They 
were frightened of tbe ball.” . 

- The party, however, is unde- 
teired.'Tt showed that life is like pol- 
itics, ihereisimt a victotyevcty day, 
but there win be other victories in the 
future,” said Mr Mustafm. ‘What 
angers him more is the manner in 
which the SDPIJs tactics are nowbe- 
ing ripped off by several of the oth- 
er 30 oiganisatkrasvymgfor ballots. 

Tbe players from one of tile bet- 
ter sides in the Ukrainian premier 


league, Karpaty - from the western 
city of IMv - have decdored their sup- 
port for the Agrarians. Much to the 
annoyance of Dynamo Kiev's man- 
agement, the dub’s logo suddenly 
began appearing ou propaganda 
put out by the pro-government Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party. 

Whether this football fervour 
will do anyone much good is ques- 
tionable. As the election nears, the 
signs are that people care less about 
dribbling skills than dollars. Andrei 
Doloshko, a printer aged 24, was 
waiting on a comer to take his girl- 
friend to Dynamo’s local fixture 
last night. He will not be voting on 
Sunday. “I am a fan of the cub, and 
I like the managers. But why should 
I believe that lot knows about any- 
thing apart from football.” 
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Clinton brings hope to Cape Town ghetto 


By Mary Braid 

m CapeToiwn 

ONiy HHlaiy CUnton was ex- 
pccted aj the Victoria Mienge 
Housing Project in Philippi, 
one of Cape Ibwn’s saddest, 
sprawling shack settlements 
yesterday. 

When Bill also stepped out 
of the shiny black Ihno, part of 
a fleet of US vehicles' being 
flown all over the contnarntwitb 
the Clintons, the temperature 
of a few hundred ghetto - 


dwellers rose. “I can’t tefl you 

what this means to me,** said an 

emotional Dennis Mafokeag, 
32, standing* fittie apart from 
the czt^aiainKaBon^hanL 
Mr Mofoisengfe a member of 
the 28fr«trong boosing coop- 
erative named after anassassi- 
rated aad-aparflKad activisL 
“3b think die President would 
come to a place Bee this. He 
must know how we straggled.” 
American aaritanen were 
crouched on the conmranhy 
hall root -security men in mir- 


rored shades manned the wire 
separating the Gfatoos from lo- 
cals. The housing project, still 
a braiding site, seemed too 
fragile far the 20-vehide caval- 
cade aawling around a narrow 
rfirt track carefully avokfing the 
ducks. 

Soon £BHaiy and BID, of the 
White House, Washington, 
were breathlessly admiring 
Vdiswa MbekPs new '■ kHt 
A udi ibou BuZ Mr Mnfnken g 
seemed to had potting incon- 
gruous in the sorrealest of 


scenea “I am just so proud,” he 


ft is easy tobe cynical about 
die US tour of the world’s 
poorest continent But yester- 
day the Qmtoas did manage to 
reach through the gaffbeating 
s e curi ty and the wire 10 touch 
local people. 

ltwould .be hard not to be 
moved by the sight die Clintons 

had just whizzed by on the oth- 
er side of die road. South Africa 
has no shortage of appalling 
housing, but Philippi, a 'vast 


squatter camp of cardboard 

and corrugated iron, is among 
the worst. 

Mrs Cfimon fits visited Mx- 
engc last year on a solo trip to 
South Africa. Sh e sard yesterday 
that she was i m pr essed by the 
scheme in which shack dweBcrs 
-predominantly women -save 
for and build their own homes. 

Mr Mofokeng still lives 
across the road. Everyone there, 
he says, dreams of moving to 
Mr enge. But most air unem- 
ployed and have no money to 


save. President Pinion said 
yesterday that Mxenge was a 
model that conU be trpficaied 
throughout South Africa. 

If rally the housing crisis 
could be that casfly solved. 
Thepre^swwwamehrafaw 
iocamesand asbratage ctfat 
fordable land -htenge is boil 
co hod donated by the Catholic 
church — are major obstacles to 
ii threading. 

Presidential optimism 
reigned again hirer in Mr On- 
ton’s historic speech to tile 


ANC-to haw the fisliSpn 
idea to risk South Ahiajaw 
in nt US anger- 
Africa's support for IA> 
rad Iraq were fcBgOdaa. b 
Cfimou’s hows sufScrod rocs 
road ■nen, forgDdmg Ame 

ica's early bolstering < 
apartheid during the Cold ’ftt 
South Africa is the politic 

jagbpohn for the Pin tests < 

thk siz-cousny tour. Preside 
Mandela and his compare 


Graca Madid warmly embrac- 
ing the Pinions yesterday - this 
is the image most likely to de- 
light the public - particularly 
F fru-tr Americans -back home. 
Ami Mr Clinton took care to 
connect the struggle of blacks 
to thp I IS and South Africa, and 
aid much rested is both coun- 
tries on Sooth Africa achieving 
its dream of a multiracial 
democracy. “America wants a 
strong South Africa,” he said. 
“America needs a strong South 
Africa." 


War crime 
suspect 
joins Serb 
regime 


By Steve Crawshaw 

V* m Belgrade 


IN SERBIA, just when you thmfc 
things are as bad as they can get, they 
always get a little bit worse. Thus it 
has been this week. The Albanian 
majority Serb province of Kosovo is 
rumbling steadily towards fori scale 
war, while the rest of the work! wrings 
its hands in despair. Meanwhile, in 
Belgrade, the government has tak- 
en on an even more nationalist 
tinge than at any time during the 
Balkan wars of the past seven years. 

After months of wrangling about 
the formation of a new govern- 
ment, Slobodan Milosevic's Socialist 
Party (formerly the C ooainuai sts)bas 
joined hands with the far-right Rad- 
ical Party, whose leader, Vbjislav 
> Seselj, was widely linke d with war 
crimes in former Yugoslavia. 

Mr Seselj -a historan whose para- 
military earned ix)toriety in 

wars in Croatia and Bosnia -is to be 
the new deputy prime minister. One 
of Mr Seselj’s leading aides, Alexan- . 
dar Vudc, is the new infor mation 
minis! er, responsible for selling Ser- 
bia's polities to the rest of the world. 

Mr Seselj's . fierce ultxa- 
nadonalism makes even Mr Milo- 
sevic seem moderate. The union is 
a useful way for Mr Milosevic to b6L- - 
& ster his own position. His title, fe<P-'' 
eral president of Yugoslavia, is less 
important than his unchanging po- 



Standard bearers: Serbs wave flags hi the Kosovo capital Pristina yesterday during a pro- g ov er nment rally 


rifiop of nlthnate power. Huge op- 
position protests jn winter 1996 
briefly threatened thatppw^. But Mr 
Milosevic bung pn and sucqesafhDy 
consolidated Ins pdo^ou,, Many 
Seitewimbecamefl^ 
the policies bfMr Milosevic (strong 
cm national rhetoric,' less .strong on 
the economic reality) have per- 


formed a simple back flip, from sup- 
porting Mr Milosevic on the nation- 
alist left to Mr Sesey on the far right 
After last yen's demonstrations, 
die democratic opposition qniddy fell 
apart in constant squabbling. Its 
best known leader, Wik Draskovic, 
returned to the nationalism be had 
appeared to drayow. Mr Seselj, by 


contrast, who likes to portray him- 
self as the outsider, offered simple 
prescriptions which promised a 
newly strengthened Serbia and 
wealth for afl. Mr Draskovic, who 
hoped to form part of the new gov- 
ernment, has been one of the main 
losers this week. Mr Milosevic has 
in the past been sharply at odds with 


Mr Seselj— and he will no doubt fall 
out with him again. Fra the moment, 
ho w eve r, both sides seem content. 
The Serb prime minister, Mirko 
Maijanovic, has little power of his 
own, so that Mr Milosevic and Mr 
Seselj remain the two key players. 

Belgrade is pleased, meanwhile, 
that the West does not seem ready 


Photograph: David Rose 


to jsile on undue pressure over 
Kosovo. The contact group on Ju- 
goslavia made noises on Wednesday 
about posable sanctions If Seabia 
does not dean up itsacL Burn head- 
line in the pro-government Serbian 
daily PoMka yesterday noted with 
satisfaction: “The contact group! has 
not succumbed to a hard line.” [ 


' I meld a to give 
away millions 

THE widow of the dictator Fcr- 
dinan d Marcos said bet family has 
$ 800 m (£50Qm) in secret bank ac- 
counts abroad that she would 
give to poor Filipinos if she wins 
the May presidential election, 
bnelda Marcos said it does not in- 
clude 5540m he had in Swiss 
banks. It was the first time Mrs 
Marcos had pubiidy admitted her 
family had more wealth than what 
has been d is co v er ed by the gov- 
ernment since Marcos was oust- 
ed in 1986. — AP, Manila 

Fire kills 22 

UP to 22 girls were feared dead 
after a fire roared through a 
boarding-school hostel north of the 
Kenyan coastal town of Mombasa, 
police said — Reuters, Nairobi 

Creaking case 

VIRGINIA Davis, a widow of 88, 
was charged with beating to death 
John Wimbriw, 50, who lived 
with her. Her lawyer said: “She 
couldn't open a car door without 
help.” — AP. FrankBn, Virginia 

Court short 

SUBHASINGHE Premasiri. a Sri 
I-nnknn charged with theft, threw 
a bag of faeces at policemen when 
asked to step into the witness-box, 
but it hit a fan and showered the 
court. — Reuters, Colombo 

Everest diary 

WE hope to publish Stephen 
Goodwin’s next Everest Diary 
tomorrow. 
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16 /JONESBOR.O MASSACRE 


‘Not her;e’ — the mantra that everyone is chanting in disbelief 


NOT HERE. This is the mantra I 
being spoken in Jonesboro in the i 
aftermath of Tuesday’s Westside , 
carnage. This kind of horror belongs 
in the urban wastelands of Chicago. 
Los Angeles or New York City. But 
not in our town, not in rural and sub- I 
urban America. ! 

How. then, to explain the feet that { 
the three fatal school rampages that 
have shaken this country in five 
months have all been in not-here 
places? 


In Pearl, Mississippi, last October 
a 16-year-old boy first stabbed his 
mother and then went to his school 
and opened fire on nine classmates, 
lolling two. In Paducah, Kentucky, 
in December three students Were 
shot by a fellow pupil in a school 
corridor. 

H u ntin g may offer one explana- 
tion. Pearl, Paducah and Jonesboro 
are all in areas steeped in hunting as 
a family way of life. In the South, al- 


compared with 36 per cent in the 
country as a 1 whole. One teacher from 
the Westside school actually ex- 
pressed the hope this week that 
Tuesda/sshoatiug should not become 
a rallying ay for stronger gun laws. 

Increasingly, however, it is im- 
possible to ignore the media factor: 
children no longer need to live in 
gang-infested ghettos to become 
soaked in a culture of guns, violence 

and casual death. Television, cmemas 

and video shops have broken down 


the insulation of rural America from 
the violence of the big dries. 

We do uot yet know what films 
Andrew Golden, II, and Mitchell 
Johnson, 13, liked to watch. Bat we 
do know something of the viewing 
habits of Michael Caraeal, the boy 
accused in the Paducah trillings In 
police interviews, he made specific 
reference to a 1996 film starring the 
Titanic blockbuster's Leonardo Di- 
Caprio. Called The Basketball Diaries, 

it was no ship-born romance. 


Cameal said that when he mowed 
down his peers as they formed a 
prayer circle before heading for 
their classes, he was re-enacting 
moments from that film. 

The Basketball Diaries depicts a 
school athlete, played by DiCaprio, 
descending into a life of drugs and 
despair. In one specially grisly 
dream-like sequence, DiCAprio 
strides into his classroom, wields a 
rapid-fire rifle and guns down class 
members along with his teacher. 


It has been famously suggested 
that the average American child wit- 
nesses 8,000 murders aqd a 100,000 
acts of violence on television before 
he or she readies adolescence. 

“Now you have the movies and 

cable and the Internet in rural areas," 
Brian Levin, a New Jersey crimi- 
nologist observed yesterday in USA 

Ibday. 

“Evil has a nice direct marketing 
pipeline to rural areas that it didn’t 
have in decades past. Today you’d 


have a hard rime telling where a kid 
is from." 

It is shocking that two so young 
as Golden and Johnson could now 
stand accused of a massacre like that 
at Jonesboro. But consider what dis- 
tractions were offered to them grow- 
ing up in this scruffy patch of rural 

America; firing off guns with dad at 

the weekend and watching murder; 
and may hem on the video recorder. 
Combine the two influences and 

what do you get?. 


Machc> swaggerers 
with a gun fixation 


THE TWO young boys accused of Tbjes- 
day’s school shooting in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas. Andrew Golden, 11, ajod 
Mitchell Johnson, 13, did not stand owt. 
Sandy-haired Andrew likes to ride his biice 
around his house dressed in “camo" -ca rn- 
ouflage dothing commonly worn by huntt sis 
here. Mitchell sang in his local church choir. 
Some have described both as polite, “Yiss, 
sir, yes, ma’am” kick Others, it is true, ha (re 
been less flattering. I 

Golden, who is small for his age ar jd 
somewhat hyper-active, was bom locall y. 
Both his parents are postmasters in screw 
towns close to Jonesboro. Johnson com bs 
from a broken home. He moved to’Jone: s- 
boro with his mother from a town in Mir i- 
nesota about two years ago. I 

One thing, however, that the two boy js 
did have in common was a familiarity wit! b 
guns. It verged on a fixation. They had easy 
access to them - too easy, it turns out- am i 
they played with them at weekends, shoot r 
mg birds out of the trees. They liked to bra^t 
about their skill in firing them. \ 

And there was more: for months they 
had fantasised about proving to their 
friends that their trigger-fingers were where 
then mouths were. One day they would take 
their weapons to class at the Westside Mid- 
dle School, in a suburb of Jonesboro, and 
they would shoot some folks. If not for the 
sheer fun of it, then to vent the aoger that 
they both shared over romantic approach- 
es that were not being reciprocated. 

Golden, barely 4ft tall, does understand 
guns. Known by friends as Drew, he had 
recently been getting instruction from his 
father, Dennis. Mr Golden is known as an 
avid hunter and co-founded a gun dub, the 
Jonesboro Practical Shooters Acquisition, : 
where he would take his son for pop-up tar- 
get practice on weekends. 

Drew had recently even entered in a 


Jonesboro reports 
by David Usbome 


nationwide target competition, where com- 
petitors would post in their scores. He did 
not do especially well, however, and came 
670th out of 719. 

“I have seen Drew shoot,” commented 
Tferzy Oder of the Jonesboro Practical Pis- 
tol Shooters Association, which holds 
meets to which the boy would sometimes 
come. “He wasn’t very accurate and he 
wasn’t very fast." 

At Westside, both the boys would oc- 
casionally alarm friends with their macho 
swagge rings. They wore the outfits - Drew 

Five shot dead 

RVE people, hduefing three diikken, were 
found shot dead onWednesday night In 
Redfidd, 150 miles south of Jonesboro. 
Police had gone to the home after rela- 
tives reported them missing. The victims 
were Misty Irwin, 20; her cousin Shelly 
Sorg, 24; Ms Sorg’s three young children 
and family friend Samantha Rhodes, CL 
There were no arrests. — AP, Rcdfiefd 


Kked camo and Johnson had taken to wear- 
ing something red every day allegedly to 
demonstrate his loyalty to a local gang. He 
would spell out “Gripps Killers" -the name 
, of a nationwide street gang, bn dusty win- 
dows and on the sides of buses, 
i It was this behaviour that made other 
I children, and parents, steer dear of John- 
j son. Lloyd Brooks, who has a daughter, 
.Jenna, at the school, said: “I didn't allow 
Jenna to play with him. He was too row- 


dy." Jenna once described Mitchell to her 
father as “pretty psychopathic”. 

Another thing that Johnson liked to do 
was to stick his finger into the ribs of oth- 
er kids and pretend it was a gun. 

Some of what was going through Drew’s 
imagination bad been drawn to tbs school’s 
attention. Three months ago, one of the 
boys at the school went to a school coun- 
sellor to report that Drew had told him that 
be intended to shoot some people at the 
9cbooL In an eerie twist, it seems that Gold- 
en, who was summoned to see the coun- 
sellor, confided that he had just had a 

ni ghtmare which had scared him snffirimtty 

to drop his plan. He bad dreamed that he 
had killed people at the school, but that at 
the end, he had also died. 

Evidently, the dream did not baunt 
Golden for long. It seems that by Monday, 
if not days before, both boys knew exactly 
what they were going to do. Johnson was 
especially angered by the fact that he had 
been rejected by girls, and particularly by 
one, Candace Potter. She was one of 
those injured in the shooting. He told 
friends on Monday that he had “a lot of 
killing to do” and be suggested that they 
would know on Thesday whether they 
were destined to live or die. 

If Johnson offered the motive. Golden 
provided the hardware. His grandfather, 
Douglas Golden, a state wildlife official, has 
said in interviews that the 10 weapons used 
by the boys were stolen from his home. A 
white van that the boys parked near the 
school and had meant to use as a getaway 
car was also from the Golden family. 

On Thesday morning, both beys feigned 
illness to get out of classes. Soon after break- 
fast, Johnson left his house and went directly 
to his friend’s home. Golden was waitingwith 
the gum and the vare Then, with tragic suc- 
cess, they at last realised their fantasy. 
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AS the survivors of Tuesday's 
schoolyard carnage in Jones- 
boro, Arkansas, returned in 
grief and shock to classes yes- 
terday, the husband of a teacher 
who was shot dead while budd- 
ing one of her pupils pleaded 
that the two boys accused of the 
attack be treated as adults by the 
state courts. 

Shannon Wright, 32, is being 
hailed as a heroine as details 
emsge of how she pushed aside 
Emma Pittman, a 12-year-old 
pupil at the Westside Middle 
School, to shield her from the . 
bullets. Four pupils and Mrs 
Wright died in the ambush. 


Niue other students and another 
teacher were wounded. 

Susan Pittman, Emma’s 
mother, has asked that a' 
posthumous award be given to 
•Mrs Wright for her bra v er y : “I 
feel she needs a hero award for 
saving om child. Iwant her fam- 
ily to know bow grateful and 
thankful we are because she 
didn't think of herself, she 
thought of the children," 

While most grieving family 
members have shied away from 
comment, Mrs Wi gh t’s has. 
band. Mitchell Wright, told the 
Jonesboro Sun of his dismay that 

the two boys accused m the am- ‘ 


bush, Andrew Golden, 11, and 
Mitchell Johnson, 13, can only 
be tried as juveniles. This means 
that even if they are found 
guilty they will walk free as soon 
as they turn IS- ■ 

Golden and Johnson were 
charged on Wednesday with 
murder and battery and are ac- 
cused of setting off a fire alarm 
in the school and spraying 
pupils and teachers with gunfire 
as they filed out. 

“They are children but it was 

prefry much premeditated,” Mr 
Wright said. “As premeditated 
as rt was, and as thought out as 
it was, it was more like an adult 


thinking, not a child. I think they 
should spend the rest of their 
lives in prison and we all know 
that’s not going to happen." 

In Arkansas convicts guilty 1 
of this type of murder would 
usually foce the death penalty. 

Mr Wright corrected reports' 
that his wife had been pregnant 1 
The Wrights have a two-year-old 
.son, Zane. 

Mr Wright added: “When 
you lose your wife, I don’t 
think it matters that it was a 
child did it or a grown up who! 
did iL My little boy ... it's not; 
going to matter to him who 
killed her." 
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The docks go forward 
at 2am on Sunday and 
losing another hour of 
rest isn't just inconvenient 
rt could prove fatal. 
Annabel Ferriman 
explains why too many of 
us are already suffering 
from sleep deprivation 


FOUR years ago this month, three chil- 
dren were left fatherless, because a lorry 
driver fell asleep at the wheel of his trade 


fic. Two motorists were kffled, one of whom 
was a 35-year-old father-of-three from 
Preston, Lancashir e. 

Thai accident shook! be remembered 
by eveiy driver on Monday morning as they 
stagger out of bed when die alarm goes off. 
because Monday is a day when we are all 
at special risk. 'The dangers increase even 
more this weekend: tomorrow night the 
docks go forward and research from the 
US shows that in the days following the 
change to summer time, road accidents in- 
crease by six per cenL The connection be- 
tween these two sets of risk? Sleep - or 
more accurately, a Lack of it 

According to sleep expert Stanley 
Coren, a neuro-psychologist from the 
University of British Columbia. P-anarf a t 
who carried out the research, the reason 
is that most of us are already chronically 
sleep-deprived, because of our martin 
work culture and 24-hour society. Monday 
mornings are bail, when we have to rise 
early after two days of lie-ins. The loss of 
an extra hoar because ofthe start of British 
summer time - with everyone getting up 
an hour earlier from Sunday onwards - is 
enough to tip the scales to disaster. 

Our whole attitude to sleep is wrong, 
according to Coren. “Sleep issimpty not 
dispensable, regardless of the attempts in 
today's society to treat it as if it were un- 
productive ‘downtime*. The desire to get 
more deep is not a sign of laziness, nordoes 
it represent a lack of ambition. The need, 
for sleep is real he says. 

Unfortunately, people thmlr h is prase- 
worthy to m 
has to think of the 


for bed sleepyhead 



Pillow taUc Monday morning Is one of the wont times for sleepiness, when we have to get up early to go to work after the luxury of a couple of days of lie-ins 



by on four hours deep a night to reatise- 
the truth in that -and the way that society : 
is now organised, we can wmk,-diop.and" 
go dubbing for 24- hours a day^Ooce you 
could not do much research at 2am, be- - 
cause the library ^ was shut, but today noth- . 
ing is ever dosed, belt the Internet, the 
banking system or the supermarket 
According to Coren 's book Sleep 
Thieves (The Free Press, £9.99). we would 
all perform our roles better if we got more 
sleep. J^e claims that we should we sleep- 
ing about nine hours a night, insjead of the 
seven-apd-a-half horns average that we now 


have. Although we can catchup a hide with 
a couple of extra hours on some nights, it 
is far healthier to have the same healthy 
am m int eveiy nigh t than suffer sleep de- 
privatiofi fiyedays out of seven. 

A pediCti eafttrimcatf on US Army 
-rtxiuicsdiowedJhat fftey pofomied their 
roaaderabty; 
weregrvetfnme l&ars of. 
amgbt.' ifce.experimeia.was stopped^ 
however, when senior officers discovered 
thattheirmen were being “mollycoddled” 
ahdfh^wereput bade onQie US standard 
issue of sevenrand-a-half hours’ sleep. 

;•*. “These areparahe3sbetw»nsle^> de- 
privation and drinking or smoking,* says 
Cozen. “Tbday. the person who runs on lit- 
tle sleep is seen as being mentaSy. tough, 
am b i tious midadmgaMe. Perhaps, as so- 
dety recognises the harm that building up 
asleep debt does to the sleep-deprived per- 
son, and to those around him other, this 
situation wifl change. 

“It may even come to pass that, some- 


day, the person who drives or goes to work 
while sleepy will be viewed as being as rep- 
rehensible, dangerous or even criminally 
negligent as the person who drives or goes 
to work whifo drunk. If so, perhaps the rest 
of us can sleep a Jirtle bit more soundly.'* 
be says. 

. ;Sleep experts in Britain are so coocecned 
about the dangers of sieepp drivers and the 
toll on sodety of deep disoirdera that they 

amnnwftanningln eattfaSaha national dwp 
fo nndatin n a rmrt-p mfit making rharily rim - 

liar to the American, one of the same name, 

. to raise awareness of die problem. 

Following a conference io Dublin last 
October, a committee has been set up under 
the chairmanship of Professor Neil Dou- 
glas, profes»r of respiratory and sleep med 
idne at Edinburgh Umveraiy, to raise funds 
and organise the foundation’s constitution 
and programme. In its first year, it plans 
to concentrate on the twin problems of sleep 
apnoea, the cessation of breathing for a few 
seconds or a minute or two, and narcolepsy. 


in which people suddenly drop off to sleep 
several times a day. 

“About 90 to 95 per cent of daytime 
sleepiness is the result of people suffering 
from treatable disorders. People ofteo do 
not realise that they have a disorder or do 
not know that there is effective treatment 
available," says Professor Douglas. He is 
pmtkxdarty concerned about sleep apnoea, 
which he says affects' about two per cent 
of the middle-aged population. 

“Sufferers wake hundreds of times a 
night, because their airways become 
blocked. There is now an excellent treat- 
ment for it called Continuous Positive Air- 
way Pressure (CPAP), in which patients 
wear a mask during the night and receive 
a gentle stream of air through the nose to 
keep the airways open. It has good results 
but some people do not know that they 
have the condition and others do not re- 
alise that it is treatable.” 

The committee is appealing for funds 
to drug companies, manufacturers of 


breathing machinery and other multi- 
national companies interested in sleep dis- 
orders. As well as carrying out research, 
it plans to work with a public relations com- 
pany to educate GPs, politicians and the 
public about the disorders. 

The importance of tackling the prob- 
lem is illustrated by recent research quan- 
tifying the proportion of road deaths 
result from drowsiness at the wheel. Pro- 
fessor Jim Horn and Dr Louise Reyner. 
from the University of Loughborough, 
found that sleepiness accounted for 15 to 
20 per cent of serious accidents on mo- 
notonous roads in the UK, especially on 
motorways, ’typically, these accidents in- 
volve running off the road or into the back 
of another vehicle, and are worsened by 
the high-speed impact, due to lack of brak- 
ing beforehand. 

The problem worries not just sleep 
experts but accident organisations, too. 
Dominic Connell, spokesman for the AA, 
says: “We. know that fatigue is a monu- 


mental factor in accidents. Wc would ad- 
vise our members that it might lake lime 
to adjust [after the clocks change].** 

The Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Accidents (RoSPA) has launched a new 
code of practice for organisations with 
company cars. A recent RoSPA survey 
shows that a third of company car and van 
drivers said that their company did not 
worry about the long hours they spent be- 
hind the wheel “as long as the job got 
done” The organisation is also running a 
series of day-long courses around the coun- 
try for fleet and transport managers and 
health and safety advisers on “managing 
risk on the road”. 

With added awareness, changing to 
summer time should become less dan- 
gerous in future. Perhaps Monday morn- 
ing won’t be so hazardous after alL 
Certainty the research provides an excel- 
lent justification forgoing to bed exactly 
when one feels like it. without any fear of 
being labelled a wimp. 


JV 


Cross words can 
get you too down 

Why is the ‘Daily Telegraph’ ditching setters and 
computerising its puzzles? asks Louise Levene, 
crossword editor of The Independent : 


HAD? Or just stiqjid? Wbat other ex- 
planation could there be for the editor 
jf a popular and widely syndicated 
crossword puzzle to start monkeying 
ibout with it? 

The world of crosswords has been 
mzzing for some months now with 
he news that the Daily Telegraph's Val 
3iibert is proposing to save money 
md improve quality by compuwra- 
□ s the crossword puzzles. She plans 
o abandon the traditional organic 
oethods of production, whereby a 
one genius fills up a grid with words 

. , l malrK lin ClllCS 



■ them. , 

Instead the 

1 be factory formed. Ms Gilbert's m- 
„al machine wtUfiU in thegnefc and 
> will then supply clues from a 
tabase of second-hand A*# 

jh dues. Any holes will 

cMtprson a oiecewoik 


a bit like writing gag 5 
but infinitely less satisfying- 
setters, insulted that then cxe- 
ideavouis should be 
rk of a jobbing cluer, have sun- 

used to co-operate. 

. traditional crossword setter 

Complete 


the human element, this method 
means that the clues themselves can 
be interrelated. 

Even an ordinary daily puzzle in 
the Independent can have a ruling mo- 
tif. Recent ones have included a 
puzzle packed with references to 
trees and a special Welsh place 
names crossword for St Davufs Day. 
7b imagine that such whimsy and in- 
genuity can be replaced with a data- 
base shows no appreciation for the 
setter's art. It’s like asking 14 poets 
to write a sonnet In the home-made 
puzzle not only are the dues all of a 
piece, they are also coloured by the 
personality of the setters, each of 
whom has a recognisable style. 

Even at the Tunes and Telegraph 
(where setters have ho by-lines), you 
know instantly if you’re dealing with 
the musician or the cricketer or the 
Scot. Most broadsheet crossword set- 
ters aredueing foil-tune, but their for-* 
mer careers range from university 
lecturing to managing a blanket fac- 
tory. Readers take enormous pleasure 
in spotting an old friend, lb reduce 
that affectionate exchange to a soul- 
less list is to treat both setters and 

solvers with contempt. 

Computerised crossword setting is 
the kmd of cost-cutting absurdity one 
might well expect from a budget- 
crazed newcomer to. the job. but the 
strange part alwut afl this is that Ms 



A very British pastime: Cofin Dexter, creator of crossword-loving 
Inspector Morse, settles down with a pint and a puzzle 


Gilbert has been editing the Tele- 
graph crossword for 21 years now. She, 
of all people, should know that toe cre- 
ations passing through her bands are 
more than a mere list of dues. 

Crosswords have only been pub- 
lished in British newspape rs since the 


thirties. When the Times first began 
running them, readers of The Thun- 
derer protested that such a parlour 
game should be included in their 
journal. But today, the crossword 
seems a quintessential part of a par- 
ticular type of British life - as much 


as a warm pint of beer, for instance. 
How right h seemed that Inspector 
Morse should spend his time solving 
puns and anagrams as he supped his 
ale on a summer’s evening. HSs creator, 
Colin Dexter, who has compiled cross- 
words hims elf, thought it entirety ap- 
propriate that che Oxford policeman 
should do them - although real-life 
prisoners are often some of the keen- 
est solvers. 

People really do buy their news- 
papers for the crossword on the back 
of it. The owner and editor of the Tele- 
graph must know this. If they didn’t 
know it before they soon wiD when the 
green ink begins to flow from clueless 
of Tunbridge Wells. Any solver hates 
to find alterations in their daily ration 
of favourite puzzles. The Telegraph 
crossword is a pleasant enough pas- 
time. and it’s perfect for people who 
don’t like a puzzle they have to chew, 
but as a ay Independent addict will tell 
you, it is possible to complete the 
whole thing in your head without the 
need for a pen. 

Ms Gilbert has been dogged in her 
defence of the computerised cross- 
word (she plans to offer prizes to 
readers who can spot the differ- 
ence), but the reaction to the news 
may well force her to abandon her ex- 
periment and accept the golden rule 
of crossword editing: if it ain’t broke; 
don’t fix iL 
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Peeking 

behind 

Asia’s 

bamboo 

curtain 




Visions of Vietn am; Abandoning hb commercial work for the Ukes of BP-and Volvo, Desmond Burdon 
roamed the back streets of Vietnamese towns. In doing so he captured a nation grasping for capitalist 
dreams. A small boy (above) roaming in a back street unashamedly pfaqrs up to bis camera, while the 
93-yfear-old g r an d m other (left), who was stgl working as a cook, possessed a vftaBty that stunned him. 
Below, Rob Judges capght this worker taking a break 

Ph oiogi a phs: DeimondEkjrdon/Rob Judges 
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IT WAS in a back street restaurant in Hoi An, 
deep in the heart of Vietnam, that Desmond Bur- 
den shotted her: a wizened dd woman, years past 
the age when the West would have pensioned 
her off, stooping over the cooking pots, writes 
Michael Greenwood. 

“I was 30km south of Danang, and she was 
a93-year<>ldgrandiiK>tl»wortjngmaBiile6ai»- 
fly restaurant Having just cooked my lunch she 
gM on the bade of a little xnc^ied with her grand- 
daughter and sped off, it nrade the Queen Moth- 
er look tike nothing.” The resulting picture is one 


of several by Burdon which feature in an exhi- 
bition of images of Asia to coincide with the Asia 
summit. The 30 exhibitors, including Peter 
Arnold, Martin Westlake, Peter Hince and 
Jonathan fbade, eddxsite Asian culture as well 
as ancbftectinet streeffife and landscape. AO of 
themhavfc tra<flefled^feiavSy in the region - 
from Malaysia itorf The Phinipines 

and Thailand find India. Oesrikmd Bunion’s work 
captures the humort dhd Contradictions of the. 
Asian people with interilfcjiKS^ 
colour of dothmgandskinHlnStrate the humidity 


Life saving treatments 
for children*^ f? | 
with cancer 


and texture of an eclectic land. Burdon, who 
works in advertising, says that a trip to Vietnam 
was a chance to get away from the commercialism 
of bis work. “It stopped me in my tracks, it is so 
picturesque, but yon soon realise that out there 
they would sell you tfaeirgrandmother, they have 
been exposed to television and they want ft. 

“We were in a hotel in Hanoi when this tiny 
weedy roan came in dressed in a tacky shell suit 
and wearing a diamond watch and enormous tor- 
toiseshell glasses. It turned outhe had gone from 
planting rice in fields to winning the contract to 



If you want us Out, you have to let us in 

4> 


JOHN 

LYTTLE 
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ly endure. Here, have some pafaooid 
self-consciousness on us. This can 
cause resentment, but it’s only fair. 
Well, Coming Out es a straight in- 
vention. 

This is why. Homosexuality is 
only an issue because heteros^oial- 
ily deems n sa If hetoosBtnaiityvtm 
to budge up, make a little room and 
stop creating such a big fuss abort . 


- being open, being honest - appar- 
ently requires continuous exposl- 
tko. 


'This HbuSe Behoves That Staying 
In is The New Coming Oat." ‘rirfc fa 
the topic die Cambridge Union So- 
ciety addresses- on May 7 T according 
to die fax that arrived on my desk yes- 
terday. The fax is, of course, ddib- 




. 

1 : 


To find out more read our speciaTVeport 
Making Cancer History on Wednesday 
1st April in The EYE 


INDEPENDENT gg , itfc^ 
INDEEEfiipENT. . 


I SUSPECT the mam reason many 
heterosexuals, liberal 
minded alike, recoil at the idea (and 
ideal) of Coming Out - so hectoring, 
so blatant, so blah, hbh, hfah- is that 
it returns the straight folks’ probtenE 
with homosexuality right back to 
them. Instead of the previously amid 
feg having to tiptoe around a certain 
subject, lie about what he did at the 
weekend and monitor every word 
from his mouth so each reference to 
a partner is non-gender specific (that 

b, if he dc<^ ’town an mtfigir.aTy girl- 
friend), ift the breeding 
must now mind their P’s and Q’s and 
lean to adapt. Or not. 

OsmmgOrtisnoguaranteeofao- 
ceptanoe, though it’s a feirfysafe bet 
for increased peace of mind. Ether 
way, straights are obliged to experi- 
ence just the merest measure of foe 
psy ch ic pressure- 800 pounds to the 
square inch - that the doseted dai- 


what boys do with beys theagays eratdy worded for (healed) debate, 

wouldn’t have to either lurk in "tb* ■ -aAd worth quoting : "Paced with 


shadows - boring - dr mafeMxf 
nouncement/statement^amp^^ 
their sexuality - boring add. d 
hanging, though not, asboragkr 


and worth quoting : “Faced with an 
^Yex-mcreasing acceptance of ho- 


What are the benefits 
, making sucha public and seem- 
ifrere^fctb definition? Is itstiH . 
. n& essaryto define yomsctf-identfr 


heterosexuals bridle at v mg essaiy to define your sclf-identi- 

they have no one but foieSBS^iafe idei^Ey?'Keoeait xxtto- 

blame. And if they want Carifiagl^* ■ d&ccvfcrage has focused upon those 
to gp away, it’s easty decided to ’Come Out’ in 

share those lovely we are-left wo^exmg 

leges. I personally pftta^.^^p^^^^^g^Sajexaiip ofa'g^ccfm- 
Love That Dare Not Speak MSwpfe**' i3rasfj>^ stifi a relevant antfefeOT- 
wiU shat np the second the gfetyfeg; able prerequisite for life 'as a 


with the imposed. Fags know homo- 
' sexuality is about more than what 
goes where, even as they leapfrog 
each available trick. Coming Out is 
at least partially meant to act as acor- 
rective: if you know a fcnownfagyou 
may observe that his life is as com- 
plete or incomplete - as dully human 
- as your own. The personal is po- 
litical, etc. 

That’S certainly one “benefit of 
making such, a public declaration”, 

though we must ppw ask what pnb- 

1k sand what a declaration amounts 

to. Is Coming Out to your family pub- 
lib? ’E> your friends? .Or does only' the 
workplace count? Do you decide to 
be out in some areas of yonr life, in 

in others (Mummy has a bad heart, 
Daddy istkxkfeiy)? Must you be Out 

to everyt^ or to a chosen few? Is a 


field is leveL 

All patently obvious. As obvious 


hombs&uai.” 


leather chaps to the office party or 
casnally mentioning you’re mad 
about a boy at the water cooler? Not 

rVlMiivw* Hut Ki«i T — -i~* m . 


their sexuality almost every time 
they speak, no worries: foe hubby; the 
wife and the kids a^npeotfetaht- 


SEta^tic^a a bloom' one longs to 
finjfcf over, bullet’s hurry akrag: Ts 
it still ncces&tfy to define your-setf- 
icfeSitity by ydur sexual identity?” 


ly and no one snorts about -such a ‘ rfhat a tiay reversal! As noted, ft's 


prissy, feus objection - bunting foe. 
private life into a public spectacle. 
Obvious, except ftiso’t. Coming Ottt 


beteroseM^j^nwstiy define ho- 


tocx^a^M^t 

• - -fjiilkj.- '■£> Sk 


is what u really should be titled as 
daft how the process usually hao. 
pens. What^h often forgotten is that 

Coming Out Is not just a choice, but 

multiple-choice. It is seldom the 
naff cal, totoi. overnight transfor- 
mation the Cambridge Union over- 

SlSirMAiH(«n»M..L n * 




talism make strange bed fellows, 
and an impossible chaiipng^ _ Come 
Out and watch troubles melt away. 
Actually, Coming Out finishes one 
■ thing and lrickstarts another it’s a 
step, not a conduskm. Is Gaming Out 
easier these days? Depends on cir- 
cumstance, no matter chatter about 
ever-increasing acceptance.” CO 
maybe less of a big deal, but that 

doesn’t render CO “unnecessary”. 

Whatever happens, homosexu- 
ality wOl never be the standard. 
Coming Out of some sort will always 
be required. Perhaps one day it will 
be considered as natural as, say, pu- 
berty; however, that time is far away, 
until then it’s up to Cambridge I 
fptfiss. obliged to patently ex plain 
(again) that Coming Out on a Friday 
doesnTmean that the Saturday post 
vrill harbour an invitation to join the 
Q>mmunity- whatever that is -and 
mat Coniing Out in reverse is cooL 
jtosometimes dosets have revolving 

Gays are generally better at that 
sort of .eointradictlon/detour/ 

phaseflark than heterosexuals, who 
■ have to grasp the fact that gays 
ran set the moral lesson (or practise 
moral blackmail) but that they, not 
we^ are the only ones who can make 
Ilns-House Believe That Staying In . 
fs The New Coming Out. 


put plastic toys inside chocolate eggs. He had 
m a de his. fortune, that is what they want and it 
is happening. At the same time there is pover- 
ty, you see these massive hotels being put up be- 
tween shacks where people are starving. Those 
problems are inevitable but ft is their time - we 
have had oins.” 

ASIA, opens at The Gallery of The Association 
of Photographers in Domingo Street, tendon, on 
31 March and runs until 11 April Admission is 
free. 0171 60S 1445. 
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SCHOMBERG SCOTT was 
the dominant historic btxfld- 
mg? architect ia Scotland in the 
iWfe and 1970s and, as con- 
sultant to the National Trust for 
Scotland, was responsible for 
the restoration of the Georgian 
House in Charlotte SqnST 






> ~w v ui iinunnanoo 

centres, fashioning an identifi- 
able architecture that seemed 
both modem and yet Sc^rri*^ 

Many of his projects (Mon- 
.iA teviot and Dupplin, for exam- 
ple) were for his own relatives, 
at a time when coon tty houses *Octagon Scott? 
wre ban g retrieved from Photograph: RGHMS 

wartime misuse bv the military 


su n,m JIbet ^ 


tes 


led with dry rot), Dnnnlanrig, 
Monzie, Gordon Castle, Win- 
ion, Hamilton House, Leonox- 
love, Pitmuies, Elshieshields, 
Siobo, Dalkeith Palace, 
POmuir and Baimulo. He was 
also commissioned to design the 
largest post-war country boose 
in Scotland, Dupplin in Perth- 
shire (1970-76), along with 
Monteviot (1961-63), Merab- 
s' land, Haddington (1966), Gan- 
oocfay Lodge, Edzell (1973% and 
a competffion-winning church 
at Barrow in Furness. 

Walter Scbomberg Hepburn 
Scott (be dropped the Walter in 
the 3 950s) was bom in 1910; his 
father was the Chamberlain of 
the Duke of Roxburghe at 
Floors. He was educated at 


office of the craft architect 
Reginald Rurlie (whom he pos- 
sibly met when Fairhe was cre- 
ating the new lodges ai Floors) 
before moving to the rtffiw- of 
Sir Edward Maufe in t/reton. 

During the Second World 
R&r he rose to Captain in the 
Royal Engineers, serving among 
other places in India, where he 
designed a missionary chapel at 
Simla. A shy man, he proposed 
to Deborah Howard, later iris 
wife, by telegram from Suez. 

In 2946 he joined the Edin- 
burgh architects Orpboot Whit- 
ing and Lindsay, later becoming 
a partner in Ian G. Lindsay & 
Partners, who were specialists 
in the conservation of big hous- 
es, heirs to the tradition of Ed- 


Joan Freeman 


orfrom decades of neglect. He Radley, and studied atdri&cOnro 


.fikiTT- 
■ ■ ■ 


wardfaa craft archftecnire of Sir 
Robert Lorimcr. Bat thedisson- 


■- particularly with things con- 
tractual - led to the partner- 
ship’s being dissolved in 1961 . 
Scotfs office in Rares Street 


peazs also to have acted as 
partner in Lo rimer and 
Matthew, the inherited practice 
erf Sir Robert Lorimcr. For 
three years, he was bfaaxrdy 
joined as virtual partner by the 
ex-footballer Ron McKinven, 
who fed his parrot grapes in the 
office, and who added barber 
stops and agfat-dubs decorat- 
ed with robber hoses to. die 
practice’s portfolio of country 


joined by Anthony Dixon as 
partner, who strengthened the 
practical side of the parmeidiip. 

From 196S Scbomberg was 
retained by the National Trust 
for Scotland. He bad sat on their 
Architectural and Artistic Ad- 
visory Panel since 1953, and 
gone on to be Adviser on Ar- 
chitecture and Furnishings, 
Architect and Design Consul- 
tant, and finally Consultant 
for Architecture, Design and 
Furnishing. His work for the 
NTS eventually took up three- 
quarters of his time. 

He was repeatedly request- 
ed to join their staffi bat was nn- 
wfllingto rehnqnisb his practice. 
Major mist projects included 
Cuizean, Falkland, the speedy 


\--£ ':•••: ; ■ 

rebuildmg of the Queen Arme 
wing at Crathes in Aberdeen- 
shire after a ferocious fire, and 
foe Georgian. House in Char- 
lotte Square. 

He designed plain, bailed 
Scots-style information centres 
at Falkland, Inverewe, Glen- 
fmnan, KQUeannlde (he paro- 
died a Scots song with an ode 
to the “Lats of Kfliecrankie’’) 
and an octagonal one at Culio- 
den - after which be remarked 
that he would like to be re- 
membered as ‘^Octagon Scott”. 
In 1970, he relnKprished his 


diitect only for specific projects 
thereafter. 


designer, much more at home 




the grand conception - as may 
be inferred from the rather 
blank and unmodulated facades 
of Dupplin and Monteviot. 
From f&rEe be bad imbibed a 
feeling for ironw o rk, exempli- 
fied in stair balusters at Dupplia, 
and foe gates at Pitmedden 
and M&Deny . He made curtains 
for taut property on his kitchen 
table, tapestry for the chairs at 
Leith Hall and atNorthfield, bis 
16th-centujy villa, and furniture 
and wallpaper for Monteviot. 
Absorbed for drawing, which be 
did brilliantly and speedily, he 
was also an excellent photog- 
rapher with an informed eye. 

As oblivious to his own ap- 
pearance as to his commensu- 
rate ly shambolic office, this 


and peculiarities. A “social" at 
Norfofield might easily end 
with, ^ncing in the garden. 
His manner bore as easily with 
tbe sorority of the trust’s Coun- 
cil as with the Prestonpans min- 
ers whom be peisuaded 10 assist 
him is the rescue of the garden 
atNorthfield. 

His drawings and pho- 
tographs are held at the Na- 
tional Monuments Record of 
Scotland to intrigue future 
generations, 

Charles McKean 

Wofter Schomhefj Hepburn Scott, 
architect: bom W September I9IO; 
married Deborah Howard (died 
1992; one son. and one son do- 
ceased); (Bed lath II February 1998. 
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wiry short-fused architect liked 
leaping up ladder* m p r- r fernyy 
to the bureaucratic and con- 
tractual side of ardiheaure. He 
eventually retired is 3979. 

The Natwnal Trust for Scot- 
land is currently seeking an 
old file in their aicbivesentiiled 
“Odd Odes”, consisting of sub- 
versive ditties decorated with 
tiny drawings which indicate 
how Scon mastered NTS exec- 
utive meetings- One began: 

A tumble-down house with* second- 
rate garden 

- Isjostwhai the trast needs on MolL 

He had a wide circle of 
friends, who particularly prized 
a car trip with him for his con- 
versation, vivid humour, and 
arcane if not outrageous knowl- 




m 


: Wv: 




r 




•4 m if w 


Elshieshields in Ducnfttesshlre, restored and photographed by Scott 
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“I AM tremendously thrilled 
about the award of the Ruther- 
ford Medal It is a great honour 
-the first time a woman has won 
' the award.” So wrote Joan 
Freeman to the Principal of 
Newnham College in 1976. The 
award, made every two years by 
the Institute of Physics, put 
her into the company of out- 
s tan ding p bysirisK of her time. 
Previous recipients were Pro- 
fessors Niels and Aage Bobir, Sir 
John Cockcroft, Lord Flowers, 
SirRudolf Peieris and Sr Denys - 


recognised interactions in na- 
ture. These are foe weak inter- 
action, the gravitational, the 
electromagnetic, and the strong 
or noctear. Tte weak interaction 
plays a secondary but vital role 
in a nuclear reactor. > 

On meeting Joan Fkeeman, 
people were surprised to find 
she was a somewhat timid per- 
son. She herself wrote, in her 
book A Passion for Physics 
(1991); of her shyness and her 
gratitude to colleagues who 
bolstered her self-confidence. 
.She afcp wrote that to succeed 


Wilkinson. . - . She tdsp wrote tiutt to succeed 

Itwasajomtawaidfco peeded 

^.manand Professor RogCrBEn- - u^teriSiiatipB^~entfarsfasm and 
- Stoyle, for theft work on independence of nnnd. She 
beta-radioactivity of complex showed all of these, 
nudel She was d# leader of the Her early life was difficult 

Harwell Thndem Accelerator . She was bom in 1918 in Perth, 
Group carrying out the exper- "Western Australia, the only 
mental work, while he and his child of a musically talented 
students at Sussex University mother, frustrated by unex- 
pursued the theoretical studies, peered poverty resulting from 
Their collaboration on the collapse in the 1900s of the gjreat 
basic weak interaction theory gcridboogor and a father who was 
began in the 1960s. Beta- an accountant and given to 
radioactivity, foe spontaneous flares of rage. They moved to 
emissjdnof negative or positive Sydney in 1922. Innrily problems 


electrons from unstable nuclei, " were exacerbated by the 1929 
is a manifestatio n of the four crash, when her father lost his 


Dr Zoltan Frankl 


ZOLTAN FRANKL was a 
great survivor: of the concen- 
tration camps, of post-war 
tyranny, of a huge upheaval in 
h is professional life in middle 
age, and of diffi culties and set- 
backs that would have stopped 
a lesser man in his tracks. 

In his 1996 autobiography 
Whirlwind he describes bow, at 
the last minute, as he set off with 

other Hungarian Jews in No- 
vember 1944 to foe infamous 


Mauthausen Concentration 
Camp, he decided to pack his 
medical bag of surgical instru- 
ments. That" little bag saved his 
life and that of many others over 
foe next year and is a perfect ex- 
ample of bis quick thinking 
and practical approach to dan- 
ger, disaster and cruelty. 

Born in 1907 in Kfthao- 
halas, Hungary, to a poor Jew- 
ish family, Frankl became one 
of Hungary’s leading oral sur- 


bank job and her mother des- 
perately struggled to earn mon- 
ey by Tunning a kindergarten. 
She was anxious to maintain 
Joan's fees at Sydney Church of 
England Girls’ School, recog- 
nised to be the best available and 
where Joan was an extremely 
hard-working pupil, regularly 
winning prizes for being the top 
of her dassL Maths and science 
fascinated her. The school 
recognised her ability and com- 
mrtment, and remitted her fees. 

Even Sceggs - as it was lo- 
cally known. ^riauhfoiot meet 
itaagjBsxategfe ^ mterestm 
chemistry ^^np^cs.For two 
yearS'She- m&nagecf to join 
evening "classes at foe Sydney 
TtdmicaJ College -a lone, tiny 
schoolgiri among classes of en- 
gineering apprentices in a 
rather rough part trf this city. 
The Principal inssted die be ac- 
companied by.an adult on the 
journey. Her mother came, 
dragging her students’ exercise 
books for marking during the 
two-bour sessions. 

Joan repaid Sceggs 1 faith in 
her by passing her Intermediate 
Certificate Examination (the 


geons, pioneering techniques in 
maxfllo-facial surgery and op- 
erating on patients in every sit- 
uation from the lice-ridden tents 
of Mauthausen to the leading 
dental hospital in Budapest 
One of his most hair-raising 
operations was on Mihaiy 

Farkas, the brutal Defence Min- 
ister in the post-war Communist 
government; it was a dangerous 
undertaking, not made easier by 
the presence of 14 secret ser- 


equivalent of O Level) with 7 
As and 1 B: surprisingly foe B 
was in chemistry. In the Leav- 
ing Certificate Examination she 
secured a scholarship, a medal, 
and a prize. This assured her a 
place at the University of Syd- 
ney in 193d. She also faced a dif- 
ficult time, for the strains of 
marriage proved too much for 
her father, who left the family. 
Joan and her mother struggled 
on together, 

Jtf hex experience at the Syd- 
ney Tbchnical College had not 



Freeman: stuck with physics 


vicemen next door, but FrankTs 
hand remained steady and foe 
minister was ‘‘saved". After- 
wards a Christian colleague 
whispered to him: “Zoltfin, why 
didn’t you mi him?" For" a 
man who believed above all in 
the Latin tag: “Nil noccre”, 
there was only one answer. 

After the revolution of 1956, 
Frankl left Hungary with his 
family and even hially arrived in 
Britain, where be had to qual- 


proved the point, she was in no 
doubt at university that physics 
was not an easy road for a 
woman. One of her lecturers 
was Phyllis Nfchol - only foe 
second woman to graduate in 
physics at Sydney Uhiveisny. She 
strongly advised her pupil to 
take c± eanistiy, where prospects 
for employment were slightly 
brighter. Joan Free man showed 
foe required independence of 
mind: she stuck with physics. 

She was the only woman in 
foe second year - a point em- 
phasised by the space official- 
ly designated between her and 
foe next man. One unfortunate 
who sat next to her was In- 
formed by foe lecturer, 
“Officially, -you are not here." 

She worked with her habit- 
ual concentration, achieved a 
BSc with a double first in 1940, 
was awarded a Commonwealth 
Research Scholarship and start- 
ed on her MSc. A few months 
later, in June 1941, she was ac- 
cepted as a Research Officer at 
foe Radkiphysks Laboratory of 
the Councfi for Scientific and 
Industrial Research. Accept- 
ing that she would have to 


ify all over again, revising from 
books that had his own articles 
quoted in foe bibliography. A 
brilliant career in Harley Street 
followed, and he was stfll work- 
ing there in 1989 when he 
retired, aged 82. 

He went on working on ar- 
ticles and his autobiography, the 
centre of a family he loved and 
occasionally infuriated (his 
adored wife. Amici, died in 
1988). In 1991 1 helped make a 


complete her MSc in her spare 
time, Freeman plunged into 
foe somewhat frenzied activity 
. of radar research, whose results 
were so urgently needed by foe 
Allied armed forces in the Sec- 
ond Wbrid Vfor. She was one of 
only two women so employed: 
and was grateful for foe prac- 
tical training she had undergone 
in her Honours year - in glass 
blowing, metalwork, soldering, 
mechanical design and drawing. 

The war ended unexpected- 
ly in August 1945; and Freeman 
undertook, with some misgiv- 
ings, -her first peacetime re- 
search project, concerning the 
behaviour of low-pressure gas 
discharges at microwave fre- 
quencies. In 1946, soon after 
achieving satisfactory results for 
this project and, to her complete 
surprise, she was awarded a Se- 
nior Studentship by foe Coun- 
cil for Scientific and Industrial 
Research enabling her to go 
to Cambridge University in 
England and read for her PhD. 

The experience filled her 
now with euphoria, now with de- 
spair. Newnham College, cho- 
sen because ii was near into 


programme about him. Working 
Among the Tyrants , which was 
broadcast on Radio 4 and got 
a tremendous reaction. 

My last sight of Zolidn 
Frankl, a week before his death, 
was at his table bent over an ar- 
ticle on oral surgery he was try- 
ing desperately to finish - be did! 
Bur J like best to think of him 
in his beret, grinning hugely in 
foe Hampstead streets near his 
home, and greeting every pret- 


iowdl was welcoming, but de- 
fensively formal in foe mascu- 
line culture of Cambridge. The 
general ambience contrasted 
sharply with more casual Aus- 
tralian ways and the bitterly cold 
wet weather was equally shock- 
ing. The Cavendish Laborato- 
ry was in turmoil with an 
overwhelming number of re- 
search students for foe teach- 
ing staff available. She was 
advised to join the Nuclear 
Physics Department, and spent 
six frustrating months trying to 
find a project. None had been 
assigned to her, and her named 
supervisor never arrived. 

At one stage she nearly 
broke down; but then showed 
a remarkable ability to find a 
niche for heiself. With foe use 
of considerable tact and diplo- 
macy she succeeded in teaming 
up with Alex Baxter in work on 
foe HT1 accelerator to study 
short-range alpha particles. 

This proved the turning 
point m her life and career. In 
1951 she moved to Harwell as 
a Senior Scientific Officer and 
decided, after some worries of 
conscience, nor to retain toAus- 


ty woman with a loud “DarKnkl" 
When his son, Andrew, went into 
foe bank to dose his account, the 
woman cashier burst into tears. 
She was going to miss the man 
who brought her flowers each 
lime he came to cash a cheque. 

Piers Plowright 

Zahar) Fronk}, oral surgeon; bom 
Kiskunbahs, Hungary 6 August 
1907: mamed (one son, one daugh- 
ter); (Bed London 5 March 1998. 


tralia - a derision which the 
Australian aufoorilcs mcl with 
generosity and understanding. 
Her mother joined her in 
Abingdon soon after that. 

She met John Jelley at Har- 
well in 1948. and married him 
in 1958. She retired in 1978 - 
somewhat unwillingly, as 60 
was the retirement age for 
women and 65 for men. Still she 
had the consolation of the 
Rutherford Medal, a Fellowship 
of foe Institute of Physics, a Fel- 
lowship of the American Phys- 
ical Society and an Honorary 
Doctorate from Sydney Uni- 
versity. And she continued as a 
consultant for some time. 
Meanwhile, Jelley took early re- 
tirement. Together they em- 
barked on a happy period of 
travel and sailing, until he was 
smitten by illness in 1995, and 
died in 1997. Freeman, who had 
nursed him devotedly, was 
much saddened by his death. 

Phyllis Heezel 

Joan Aide Freeman, physicist: bom 
Perth, Western Austmfii 7 January 
1918; married 1958 John Jelley (died 
1997); died Oxford 18 March 1998. 
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BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEA THS 

BIRTHS 

BAKER: On 24 March IfK » GJ* 
and Sandra, a son, -Jared Jacob 
Amm, at Derby City Hospual. 
HOUGHTON.' Tb JuliM 

on 24 Man* 199S m Suffolk. 

DEATHS 

MONEYKYftLE: Alewnder. on 2) 
March in Acusetdsm, jgfid 35- 
neral on Monday 30 
drew’s Church. IMM 
Caine, WBts/riw ai t£p«a. 

Wbotten & Son Funeral Directors 

01249 812258. 

NEWSOM DAVJS: Dwolhy Efl«n- 
Oo 25 March l^^^OBdwed 
wife of Kenneth, and dcarty to«a 
mother, grandmother, and pea* 
crendmotner. Crenrauon pnyaw- 


SSeSSroSa lion pfba ?; 

5^1!^ 

coftxJay3A^alii^ B ^ tanes 
to 01460 74M7. 

AowuiHSKiwaJu r 
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ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Ea»r.D««K* r*»«£ 

too. TbpteB. Drw *«««»«• 


Birthdays 

Mr David Andrews, farmer chair- 
man, Gwion, 65;Miss Ruth Ashton, 
former General Secretary, Royal 
College of Midwives, 59; Mr Robert 
Bauman, chairman, British Aero- 


U'fl IWWW W - — SJ 

hum, haemalologist, 60; Sr Lotus 
Blom-Cooper QC, Independent 
Commissioner far the Holding Cen- 
tres, Northern Ireland, 72; Lord 

Callaghan of Cardiff, farmer prime 
I minister, 86; Mr Robert Cohan, 
(ioreographer, 73; Mr RfchmdDen- 
nmg , actor, 84: Lord flnStowe of 

Richmond, fanner MR 71; Mr Julian 
' Gloves actnt, 63;^ David Hancock, 
former dvfl scream, 64; Mr 
Nick Hawkins MP, 4L Mr Victor 
Hochhansor, impresario, Lord 
I yi^n fanner government minister, 
55^ Mr PairiA McCabe, novelist, 43; 
Mr Geoffrey Parker, chairman, 
Ibacher Tfaining Agency, 65; Lord 
Plumb, MER 73; Mr Mstislav Ros- 
tropovich, cellist and conductor, 71; 
Mr Budd Sdmlbcrg, novelist and 
screenwriter, 84j Sir Richard Sham, 
former senior cM servant. 83; Ad- 
miral Sir JockSteter, Firet Sea Lord 
and Chief of Naval Staff, fiO; Pro- 
fessor Margaret Stacey, sodolo^st, 
7 & Mr Frank Tbylor, Chief Constt- 

bfc^J>irtiani,65;MfssD8plfae"E«d I 

president. Royal Society of Portrait 

F3iniexs,5L Mr Cyrus ^nce,fanD« 

US Secretary of State, 81; Mr 
Michael York, actor, 56. 


A%«MUHiMlnawaBA 


Anniversaries 

Births: Karl Mannheim, soaologist, 
1893; Gloria May Josephine Swan- 
son. actress, 1899. Deaths: James VI 
ofScodamWames I of Great Britain, 
1625; Gianbattista Tiepok), Venetian 
painter, 1770; Ynri Alekseyevich 
Gagarin, oosmonant, jkiDed in an air- 
oraft acrident 1968. On thb day:. 
Oliver Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield 
was published, 1766; universal suf- 
frage was introduced in Spain, 1890. 
Today is the Feast Day of St Atteld 
or Athilda and St John of Egypt 

Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Belh M£Kfltop,“Tte Aits of the Ko- 
rean Gann*’, 230pm. . 

Tate Gallery: Mfcb&le Roberts, 
“Thu Transfigured Body in the West 
cfPieneBomard: the boose and the 
garden", 1pm. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 




beglas in London at Allpm- 
Untod %i n ga pai : DM-3C MW. Fed* 
•radon of Vfi giw; OM^Z HR 
Union of lAend and F n/ gtt t Um Sjma- 
mUE amJM MO. Reform SpUgoffMi 
of Grant Britakn OHM# 4731, ^midland 
Portu^tHkM Jaws Conjpojadon; 0t7l-W- 
2S73. Hmtt London SynogogOT (Mworel): 
0ffI42t M2*. 


fv M m Wwa Pew. 

.Changing: of tite Guard 

Tbe BnUt Onaky HommI KrahaeaiMBa 
an Quart LKe OobD n Horw BwW, tin 


LAW REPORT: 27 march 1998 

Contract to share fees could not be enforced 


Mohamad v Alaga & Co; 

Chancery Division (Mr Justice 
Ughtman) 25 March 1998 

AN AGREEMENT whereby a 
third party introduced clients 
to a solicitor for foe payment 
of a share of the solicitor's fees 
was not enforceable. 

The court allowed foe ap- 
peal of the defendant firm of 
solicitors against a derision 
under Order l4Aof foe Rules 
of foe Supreme Court 

The plaintiff assisted Somali 
refugees with their applica- 
tions for asylum and for resi- 
dence. He claimed to have 
entered into an oral contract 
with foe defendant, die terms 
of' winch were that be^ woukf in- 
troduce Somali refugees to 
the defendant, who would ap- 
ply for legal aid and represent 
foe refugees on their asylum 
applications; that he would 
help foe defendant in prepar- 
ing and presenting tbe appli- 


cations; and that tbe defendant 
- would pay him commission 
equivalent to half the fees re- 
ceived by it from the Legal Aid 
Board. 

The plaintiff claimed that 
pursuant to that contract be 
had introduced 243 clients to 
foe defendant, and that al- 
though the defendant had al- 
ready paid him £18,887.18, 
further aims were o ut standing, 
of which he sought payment 
The question whether an 
agreement such as that which 
the plaintiff daimed to exist be- 
tween himself and the defen- 
dant was legally enforceable 
was ordered to be decided as 
a question of law pursuant to 
RSC Order 14A. 

Camyn Samuel (Jensons) for ike 
plaintiff; Sir Godfrey Le Quant QC 
andftochal Webh (Alaga & Co) for 


Mr justice Ughtman said 
that Order 14A was not apt for 


determining a question of fact 
There were two issues of fact 
in the present case: whether the 
agreement alleged by the plain- 
tiff had ever been made, and 
whether foe plaintiff bad been 
aware, when he entered into 
it, of foe prohibition an a so- 
licitor entering info such agree- 
ments contained in the 
Solicitors Practice Rules, made 
under section 31 of the Solic- 
itors Act 1974. The court had 
been invited for tbe purposes 
of foe present proceedings to 
assume in favour of foe plain- 
tiff on both those questions of 
fa<x 

Rule 3 of foe Solicitors 
Practice Rules prohibited so- 
licitors from paying for intro- 
ductions by way of commission 
or otherwise, and rule 7(1) pro- 
vided, with exceptions which 
were not relevant to foe pre- 
sent case, that a solicitor should 
not share or agree to share his 
or her professional fees with 


any person. Tbe rules bad 
tbe effect of subordinate 
legislation. 

The plaintiff's case was that 
there was nothing illegal or in- 
herently wrong in a solicitor’s 
agreeing to share his fees or to 
pay an introduction fee for 
work: foe rules were designed 
to regulate foe professional 
conduct of solirilars, and, in the 
event of breach, to give rise to 
disciplinary offences, but not 
to penalise innocent third par- 
ties nor to enable solicitors to 
retain at the expense of the 
third parties the benefit of 
services rendered without 
paying anything for them. 

The court would not, how- 
ever, enforce a contract which 
was expressly or impliedly 
prohibited by statute or sub- 
ordinate legislation. Rule 7 
expressly prohibited a solicitor 
bach from entering into a 
contract for foe sharing of fees 
and from making any payment 


in performance of such a con- 
tract. and the contact was like- 
wise prohibied by rule 5 as an 
agreement to reward the plain- 
tiff for foe introduction of 
clients. 

It was highly blameworthy 
for a solicitor to enter into such 
a contract, and the more so if 
he foiled to warn a party with 
whom he dealt of the provisions 
of the rules, ff, as the court was 
bound to assume, the plaintiff 
had been ignorant of roles 3 
and 7. and if that ignorance was 
prevalent, it was to be hoped 
that the judgment in foe pre- 
sent case would dissipate that 
ignorance, so that a claim and 
plea of ignorance such as the 
plaintiffs would not be made 
again, and so (hat any current 
practice of rewarding intro- 
ductions. sharing fees and pav- 
ing commissions would be 
brought to an immediate and 
summary end. 

Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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The missing notes 
of welfare reform 


FRANK FIELD should be one of the Government's assets when it comes 
to welfare reform. He has long experience - he became involved with the 
subject when Tony Blair was still a teenager. He is universally thought of 
as dedicated, thoughtful and energetic Only last month he implicitly com- 
pared his rclatkmship with Tony Blair to that ofKeitfa Joseph and Mre Thatch- 
er - philosopher prince (or mad monk?) and powerful monarch. 

In the marathon race that is welfare reform, his green paper yesterday, 
“A New Contract for Welfare", gave him the opportunity, as David Cole* 
man might have put it, to “open his legs and show his class”. He showed 
a little Jess. 

His statement in the Commons showed all the signs of having teen put 
through the Treasury wringer . It sounded as if it had once, had specifics in 
it which had aO been taken out Its timing, nine days after the Budget, 
said ilalL 

But. after a Budget which was all about the duty to work, important ques- 
tions for the welfare state remain. What sort of responsibility do we owe 
to those who really cannot and should not work? Mr Field did not have the 
answers. He mentioned poor present-day pensioners. They shall have pi- 
lot schemes. (We knew that.) What about the genuinely incapacitated? Tfell 
you later. What about (one parents of children under five? Nothing. 

Mr Field leased us by saying there had been much support for his idea 
of compulsory second pensions, before announcing a further green paper 
later in the year. He promised “fundamental reform" of the Child Sup- 
port Agency. Later in the year. He was going to crack down on housing 
benefit fraud, by checking people’s National Insurance numbers. AD well 
and good. But hardly “ thinking the unthinkable”, which was oversold dur- 
ing the previous rhetorical phase. 

The one concrete proposal yesterday was the setting up of a Disability 
Rights Commission. The lion of welfare reform roared and brougbtforth a 
quango. Wbrse than that, a quango on a bed of cotton-wool rhetoric designed 
to calm the panic caused by earlier leaks of big cuts in the disability budget. 

What was missing was not soundbites or presentational device. What 
was missing was not a big statement of the philosophy of welfare reform. 
What was missing in Mr Field’s statement was a translation of all that stuff 
into plain language that relates the government’s intentions to the lives of 
real people. We are not demanding detailed legislative measures; dearly 
that will take time. But what should have been in the green paper was a 
statement of how the Government sees the path of welfare spending as a 
share of national income, and a dear description of the kinds of people 
who should gain and lose. 

Mr Field mentioned the tripling of numbers d aiming Incapacity Ben- 
efit since 1979. Kick their crutches away! But then he mentioned the 50 
percent of those entitled to Disability living Allowance who do not daim 
it. Give their crutches back! 

Perhaps he has a plan and it is not for public consumption. That would 
be a pity because Blairism needs the same kind of darity as Thatcherism 
if this lot are to emulate her abilities as a political educator. 

Eric Morecambe described the piano-playing of his partner as “the right 
notes bul not necessarily in the right order”. With this government it feels 
not only as if some of the notes are missing, but that the roadshow has 
come before the reform, the spin before the policy announcement and, 
now, the policy announcement before the polity. But it would not take too 
much to 611 in the gaps and get the notes in the right order. 


Favours. Not fairness 


IN the matter of Tony Blair lobbying the Italian prime minister on behalf 
of Rupert Murdoch, let us be dear about one thing first This newspaper 
holds a broadly favourable view of the Labour Government and its leader. 
We know about the “big picture" and on the whole we approve of it 

So when wc criticise Mr Blair for cosying up to vested interests, we are 
not animated by prejudice or allowing ourselves to be distracted by tittle 
faille. Mr Blair should not have mentioned Mr Murdoch when he spoke 
to Romano Prodi on the telephone on Wednesday last week, except to warn 
him of the slippery qualities of the A ustralo- American magnate’s under- 
takings in respect of editorial independence and competition. 

After be did so, Mr Blair's office should not have cried to mislead jour- 
nalists who asked legitimate questions about the call. Claiming that Mr 
Blair could not have “lobbied” Mr Prodi because the call came from Italy 
is insulting misinformation. And refusing to discuss whether Mr Blair had 
spoken by phone to Mr Murdoch on the grounds that this would have been 
a “private conversation” is a disgrace to Open government. It only puts off 
having to answer the inevitable parliamentary questions which will - right- 
ly - he tabled. 

Of course. The Independent has an interest to declare. We do not ap- 
prove of Mr Murdoch. We think he is engaged in anti-competitive prac- 
tices in order to extend his dominant position in the British media market 

- practices which damage os commercially. 

Yesterday the central issue was laid bare, not by us but by the Finan- 
cial Times, which brought its unsentimental business perspective to bear 
oo the matter. “Rupert Murdoch told colleagues last week that he would 
telephone TUny Blair for help in ascertaining whether the Italian govern- 
ment would Hoc k his proposed £4bn acquisition of Mediaset, Italy’s lead- 
ing commercial television network.” 

This sheds an ironic light cm the Prime Minister’s insistence that the Gov- 
ernment would treat Mr Murdoch no differently from any other proprietor 

- and an even more bitterly ironic light on his pre-election pledge to offer 
trade unions and employers “fairness not favours”. The Downing St^ switch- 
bond shtxiU now tea»sideied an open helplme for any oompai^ec»sidering 
a foreign takeover, or for any union worried about employment rights. 
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Fees for students 

FROM their comfortable positions, 
It is charming and natural for Se- 
bastian MacMUlan and Ian Johnston 
(Letters, 25 March)to wish that all 
the world could enjoy the same 
privileges at university as they did. 
Alas, the world, and certainly Britain, 
is not yet wealthy enough for this to 
be possible. Given the NHS waiting 
lists and the deficiencies of state 
schooling, it is unlikely ever to be so. 

For more students, especially 
those from poor schools and poor 
families, even to get to university de- 
mands fairer sharing of scarce re- 
sources. This means that the only way 
to open the university doors wider is 
further to reduce costs or to introduce 
fees. It is tbennotunjustto espect that 
those who can afford to make a mod- 
est contribution to the cost of their 
studies do so on behalf of those who 
cannot Fees are the instrument of so- 
cial justice, not its enemy. 

In any case, for universities to be 
wholly dependent on government 
patronage is to set the clock bade to 
die Middle Ages. Their most cberisbed 
attribute is their freedom to oppose 
conformity and, if it should come to 
it the government itself, Thai prosper! 
makes the current argument about 
fees look quite smalL It would be bet- 
ter for universities to be wholly fund- 
ed exit of fi^ leaving rt to government 
to recompense students accordingly. 
Wc would then witness a rebirth of 
higher education in Britain. 

Professor Sir GRAHAM HELLS 
Inverness 

DIANA WARWICK, Chief Execu- 
tive of the Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals, in her 
letter defending the policy of charg- 
ing tuition fees to students (23 
March), conveniently did not draw 
attention to the real injustice for stu- 
dents from low income families. It 
is they who will have to borrow the 
full cost of maintenance for each aca- 
demic year, which will result in 
them leaving university with a far 
greater burden of debt than students 
from more affluent families. 
Baroness BLATCH 
House of Lords 
London SW1 


LETTERS 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number . 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail letters@independenLco.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Labour’s slave society 

I AM one of probabjy few people 
who would deny that those who can 
work necessarily have a “duly” to do 
so (“Farewell to welfare as Blait or- 
ders Britain to wcwfc”,’ 26 March). 

For most of mankmcTs eristence,' 
before all-embracing states, people 
had the option, if they did not. like, 
for whatever reason, the society in 
which they found themselves, to 
leave and do their best elsewhere, on 
vacant land. As this option is not avail- 
able these days, it is veiy reasonable 
to expect the state to provide finan- 
cial compensation for its loss, in the 
form of a basic guaranteed income. 

A society from which there is no 
exit, and in which all have a duty to 
work, is a slave society. 

GRAHAM ROUNCE ■ 

LondonE2 

Energy for the future 

I WAS shocked by the comments 
made by John Battle to the Commons 
European Legislation Committee 
on the EU White Paper on Renew- 
able Energy, (report, 23 March). 

. The White Paper is a tempered 
and reafistic assessmem of the ftiture 
potential of renewables, the types of ■ 
programmes and investments, need- 
ed to stimulate sustainable markets . 
in Europe and for exports, and the 
wealth creation which will come of 
this investment. 

The White Paper estimates that,, 
for a net investment of around 95 bil- 
lion ECU, up to 900,000 new jobs will . 
be created; in 2010, 3 billion ECU 
in fuel costs wflj have been saved; re- 
liance on imported fuels will be re- 
duced by 17.5 per cent; carbon 
dioxide emissions -will be cut by 402 
nifition tonnes per year by 20 1 0; and 
economic growth will be stimulated 
in deprived regions by the develop- - 
matt of renewable energy industries. 

Surely a government which came' 


to power with a manifesto strongly 
supporting the growth of renewables, 

. and'witii a prime Minister who has 
internationally proclaimed Britain’s 
support for renewable energy tech- 
nologies, cannot take such a myopic.' 
stand The rest of Eurdpd wHl taugh, c 
andBHtisb industry wfflagambeleft 
' on the sidelines. * * 

JENNY GREGORY' 

Chairperson 

The Solar Energy Society .' 

Oxford 
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Heroin cure 

YOUR article “Heroin cure may 
have killed six” (25 February) says 
thaLMr TinniQiuong Dan “may have . 
covered up the death of up to six pa- 
tients in his care”. The death of. only 
one patient is known. This patient. was 
very sick when he came to the Detox- 
ification Center, and the reason of 
bis death is not.yet clear. The fami- 
ly of this patient agreed voluntarily 
to take their son's body for burial. 

Heantos is a medication used for 
treatment of drug addiction, discov- 
ered by Mr Dan in foe late Eighties. 
In 1991 Heantos was tested and eval- 
uated by an MOH scientific com- 
mittee, and there was a decision to 
allow its utilisation in the treatment 
centres belonging to the Ministry of 
Labour, Vfor Invalids andSodal Af- 
fairs. According to this decision Mr 
Dan has also to ooQect arid supplyfur- 
tber data on Hean tos to the MOH 
for the authorisation of the produc- 
tion and wide use of this’ medication. 
This has not yet happened. 

In 1996 there was anew decision 
from MOKon the evaluation of the 
efficacy and safety of all herbal 
medications. Heantos is now being 
evaluated accenting to the new stan- 
dards and regulations, and we 'are 
waiting for the test results. - 
Professor Dr TRAN VAN SUNG 
Institute tfChemistfy '• 

Honed. Vietnam 


Mrtfbrds at home 

MTTFORD Hall, in. Northumber- 
land, was hot the house “immor- 
• tatlised in Jessica [Mltford’s] Hons 
and Rebels ” ("Bilk of the Tbqn”, 21 
MarcH):The relevant house in her 
bookwas thenewfybuiftoaeatSwin- 
brook, hear Burford, Oxfordshire. 

When the estate in Northumber- 
land was about to be sold in 1992 (to 
Freddy and Bruce Shepherd or their 
company), Jessica was quoted as say- 
ing “I do not even know of the place." 

All the same, she, her sister Nan- 
cy and all were, and are, descended 
frtxn a John Mxtford (cl643-1720), the 
third of 11 children, who left Mitford 
to seek his fortune in London and, by 
his marring; toa Sarah RjweO in 1671, 
founded that branch of the family. 
DAVID BRUXNER 
London SW3 

Cost of a computer 

I WAS surprised to read the article 
“Computer in every home for the 
Millennium” (19 March). I think 
Derek Wyatt MP’s calculations 
slightly underestimate the scale of 
such a proposal. 

If funding was to be found to pro- 
vide £1,000 PCs for 23_5 million 
homes, it would cost £235bn, not 
£240m, which dearly represents only - 
a £10 unit cod for the PCs. Le& hope 
the Millennial Dome does not make 
the same scale error in its forecasts. 
DAVID PEARSON 
Managing Director, Sony UK Ltd 
Weybridge, Surrey 

My moment of fame 

I HAVE long been wanting to boast 
to a wider public that David 
Aaronovitch was my babysitter. Is 
now the moment? (letter, 24 March) 
Fame at last7 

PENELOPE WOOIHT 

London Nld 


Diana margarine £ 

1 SUSPECT that a spiritual malaise 
lies behind the almost desperate 
quest to raise more and more mo- 
tions for the Diana Memorial Fund 
- first, postage stamps, now pots of 
margarine (report, 25 March; Com- 
ment, 26 March), and charity balls 
in the United States. It is demean- 
ing and degrading. 

I fear that we are slipping into 
the appalling delusion that the 
pursuit of money, so clearly seen in 
some boardrooms, among fund- » 
holders in offshore trusts and #. 
among the Lottery ticket / Premi- 
um Bond-birring public, is somehow 
rendered acceptable if we con- 
vince ourselves that we are raising 
funds for charity. We may indeed 
end up helping to restore Brighton 
Pier or the Royal Opera House, but 
we really wanted to win a million 
or two. 

When Flora margarine puts 
Princess Diana's image on its prod- 
uct and says that it is donating all the 
proceeds to the Memorial Fund, it 
is time for all right-thinking people 
to cry out Don't try to fool us, or 
yourselves. This is advertising. The 
pursuit of money, even for charity, 
has its limits. 

The Rev RICHARD HAYES ft' 

Rector 

Si Mary Woolnoth 

London ECS 

A fine England captain 

YOUR leading article (“It’s just 
not cricket”, 26 March) is misguid- 
edly frivolous about Scottish crick- 
eters. You should remember that the 
England captain who achieved most 
notable success over Australia, and 
riled that old enemy more than any 
skipper before or since, was Douglas 
Robert Jar dine. 

Of impeccable Scottish descent 
(though bom in India), he cap- 
tained England in 15 Tests, winning 
nine and losing just one. Could 
there be any better reason for Eng- 
land opposition to all Scottish de- 
volution, and the consequent loss of 
potential Tfest leadership? 

MURRAY HEDGCOCK 
London SW14 




A sure-fire way to drive young men to acts of rebellion - Scottish dance music 



MILES 

KINGTON 


THE Associated Board are the people who 
hand out grades to children. Well, not to 
any children. Just to children who are good 
enough to gel grades. I think I got Grade 
3 trombone once. I never got any grades 
for piano playing, because although I was 
better at piano than trombone, I didn't want 
to get piano grades for classical playing. 2 
wanted to get piano grades for jazz play- 
ing, and that was impossible because they 
didn’t award grades for jazz playing. 

Well, they do now. Or at least they are 
about to do so. If you were to pass the Pur- 
cell Room this morning shortly after 11am, 
and hear the sounds of jazz piano seeping 
out, it would mean two things. One, that 
you had supematuraily good hearing, be- 
cause sound doesn’t seep easily out of the 
Purcell Room. Two, that the Associated 
Board are holding a press conference to 
announce the addition of jazz to the syl- 
labus - grades for jazz piano playing and 
for jazz ensemble playing-and that young 


British jazz star Julian Joseph is on hand 
to help in the proceedings. - 

Good stuff, but all a bit late for me. 
When I was fifteen and desperately want- 
ed to learn how to play jazz, there was no 
encouragement from music teachers and 
r»rco^nition firm the authorites that jazz 
could be respecta b le, or even teachable. Af- 
ter all, I already played the piano to a rea- 
sonable standard, so I thought it would 
merely be a question of working out how 
jazz was played and then playing ft. 

What I found was that I was already so 
classically brainwashed that I couldn’t do 
it on the piano. Classical rauric is all about 
slavery tothe written soore, not about mak- 
ing things up. The trouble was, I wasagood 
sight reader. If ft was written down and 
within my technical grasp, I could usually 
play it straight off If it wasn’t written down, 
I couldn’t begin to handle it I was the worst 
possible candidate for jazz. On the. piano. 

StOl, at least I had the sense to see that 


if I were to take up another instrument and 
treat it entirely as a jazz instrument, I wonfd 


where, so I started trombone lessens. I nev- 
er got very good on trombone but at least . 
I learnt to play rough and ready jam, and 
to improvise as I couldn't on the piano, and 
I formed a jazz band from my fellow pupils 
at tte far-away boariing school mScotfand 
to which I bad been sent by well-meaning 
parents (the same one to which Robbie 
Coltrane was toter sent by similar parents). 

Now, this is wherewt see how moat . ed- 
ucation has changed over the yemsLTbday 
jazz fc being aebnitted ter the Associated 
Board’s syllabus: Theft, - the head music 
teacher sent for me and said thaflwasmrt 
allowed to form a jazz band. ; 

. “You cannot stop me,” I sard. 

“No, but I can stop you rehearsing in 
sdmolixuiskrroc^andBiateiHevtiydff-' 
ficulffbryou," he said. . 

■3ut.why?" . - 


“Look, Kington, 1 have no objection to 
daa» nraac as simfr \Vfeafl need dance ma- 
sk^ ^ this is a Saltish school! If you farm 
a band, you must play Scottijfo dance imi- 
sfc. JfazEsanafien music! Icanncftalkswitr 
The prospect of being forced to play 
Scottish dance music (much more alien to 
me then than jazz was) seemed so ap palling 
that the band and I were forced into di- 
rect political action. We were' not in fact 
very politically conscious (except for the 

ham planer, Alexander Cockfnxro,vriio was 
always a better writer than a bass player 
apd has since then developed into one of 
Americ a'S leading left wmg journalists) but 

ft occurred to us that most ofts also played 

m therschool orchestra and that if we with- 
drewour labour from the orchestra short- 
ly before an important ooncert,'onr strike 
action might force the authorities to cave 
m. Amazingly, it did, and we pit clearance 


looking back I think that going on strike 


was probably the most enjoyable bit of the 
episode. 

T&day. we would be received with open 
anss and made to take grade exams. 1 won- 

«r if we would have survived the ap- 
proval... 

[back, I realise that almost 

e '^ i y^g I have ever wanted to do in life 
:Kf?^ 1 ^^Welsh,ki C k 
tot it bends round the edge 

waU and “sJde the post 
7™ couldn’t be taught, or at 

east couldn t easily be taught then. Now 
almoa all of them can. But if I were at 

2jSsr Du “ 1 actuaUy wuit to 

I nm approved-oF things? Would 

Inm look round for sometSmore re- 

Goftrane were back at school ikjw, abdwere 

tSSSS' en “ UragCd 10 * ***** 

Who knows? 
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Here is the test by which the 
Blair project will be judged 

Disability is a rather good escamp 


DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

FRANK FIELD’S 
PRINCIPLES 


TF ANYONE is qualified by his own polit- 
ical history to walk the third way, iTs Frank 
Field. One of George Orwell's more con- 
ventionally minded colleagues on the left 
once said (admiringly) that Orwell had a 
unique capacity to make his friends feel 
uncomfortable. Field is rather like that. 

As OrweD was to the fellow travellers of 
his day, so Field was to much of the con- 
ventional Labour wisdom of the 1980s. He 
stated and restated the link between indi- 
vidual rights and duties that permeates yes- 
terday’s Green Paper before Blairism was 
even thought of. He saw the virtues of com- 
pulsory savings for privately provided peo- 
ao ns when the idea was wholly taboo in his 
own party. And, around the time of Mature* 
Thatcher’s fall in 1990, he thought, as a 
Labour backbencher, that she shouldn't be 
pushed out by her ministers and told her so. 

Yet this was - and is — exactly the s»ttm» 
Field who embodies to an extreme the as- 
cetic ideal of plain living and high thinlKng, 
who resigned on a left-wing principle from 
the Labour front bench to vote agamst, 
rather than merely abstain from voting for, 
the ban on trade unions at GCHQ. and who 
when he says, as he did in his Commons 
statement yesterday, that he has learned 
most about welfare from his own poor con- 
stituents in Birkenhead, actually means it 

Recently, of course, this unusual figure 
has been cast as co-star in one of the great 
Whitehall soap operas, the frank and Har- 
riet show. The exceedingly well document- 
ed running battles between Field and 
Harman within the Department of Social 
Security have provided hours of harmless 
and not so harmless entertainment for their 
colleagues. They have abated now, as Har- 
man’s demure presence on the Treasury 
bench yesterday beside Field was intended 
to indicate. But that won't stop a quite wide- 
spread view among the political classes that 
the most interesting aspect of yesterday’s 
statement is that it was delivered by Field 
and not Harman and that this means Har- 
man will be sacked from the Cabinet and 
Field will take her job. ~ 

It isn't It Is much more important than 
that For all the ritual complaints that it pos- 
es at least as many questions as it answers, 
the 96 pages of Field's Green Paper teH os 
quite a lot about how and why the Blair gow 
eminent wants to reform welfare. Hue, the 
question of how compulsory saving for pen- 
si oners should be extended to those who 
don’t do it now will be left to John Denham’s 
policy paper later in the year. Sure, the- 
Green Paper is thin on how alternatives to 
the st3te - such as Field's beloved mutuals 
- can provide social insurant* for risks from 
long-term Alness to redundancy. But what 
is clear is the distinctly Blairite view that, 
while “The UK needs more welfare not less”, 
it is no longer up to the taxpayer to fund ft. 
And yes, in spelling out how the huge, ex- 
ponentially rising costs of £H6n worth of 
housing benefit means tenants aren’t in- 
terested in the rents they pay and landlords 
can charge what they like, it admits there 
aren’t easy answers. But it isn’t hard to in- 
fer that a wholly new system of financing 
rented housing cosasis on the way. And there 
is quite a lot else lurking in the detail. 


Disability is a rather good example. The 
decision not 10 means test Disability Liv- 
ing Allowance is a teal one, the outcome 
of a vigorous behind-the-scenes Whitehall 
debate in which David Bfemkett, among 
others, expressed outrage at some DSS pro- 
posals to mate it no longer a universal bo> 
efiL Yes, the Green Paper bines that more 
objective medical testing may be needed to 
snppotlDLA daims - though h also even- 
handedfy points out that only between 40 
and 60 per cent of those who need it aze 
claiming ft. But the paper has also recog- 
nised that if more of the disabled can be en- 
couraged to work, employers will have to 
halt their wholesale discrimination against 
them, which is why the newly announced 
Disability Rights Commission is neces- 
sary. Equally ft is emphatic oa the urgent 
need Co abandon the barmy system under 
which incapa c ity benefit is used as a “sim- 
pkbitt expensive route for the Government 
io keep the uocmpkrymeni numbers down”. 
Instead of a benefit that s^nc as a positive 
incentive to stay at home - and which is 
either paid in full or not paid at all -ft pro- 
poses a new test, for new claimants, which 
wOJ allow recipients to keep some benefit 
and do some work. And savings, the paper 
firmly promises, wfll be used to give more 
support for those too disabiedto work. 

This matters partly because the costs are 
huge - Incapacity Benefit costs £7.8bn. But 
the section on dftahQfty also illastrates some 
of the Green Paper’s most important 
themes. The first, as for the budget, is the 
virtues of economic independence through 
work. Tbe aid Sixties doctrine fhai we would 
end the century with fewer people at wink 
and all of us working less, has no {dace in 
Blair-Brown-Fieldism. Another is that uni- 
versal benefits are here to stay. On the one 
hand, there is nothing in the Green Paper 
that stops Gordon Brown taxing DLA for 


Field is a man for 
brilliant insights rather 
than programmes 


the veiywefl off as he plans to tax child ben- 
efit. Redistribution through taxation of ben- 
efits is not taboo. But it looks as though 
ending them altogether, and risking dislo- 
cating the prosperous from the tax and ben- 
efit system, is. The doctrine that services 
for tbe poor mean poor services has large- 
ly won against “affluence testing” Third- 
ly - there is quite a lot to reassure the 
disabled and those currently receiving in- 
capacity, benefit . Which illustrates anoth- 
er theme: .the need to buAd a national a 
consensus for change. To reform the wel- 
fare state between now and 2020, yon have 
to win elections to do it. And if tiiat means 
moving slowly, so be iL 

Governments face a chronic difficulty. If 
they produce a fixed blueprint and then force 
through legislation (tbe poO tax sp r i ng s to 
mind) everyone asks why they didn’t con- 
sult If they set oat the contours of change 
without fitting in afl the details, the same crit- 
ics ask “where’s the beef?” Fortunately, the 
nm-up to yesterday’sGreen Paper illustrates 
wfcyir was needed. Openingabroad national 
debate certainly beats sleepwalking info a 
row on ill-thought-out lone benefit cuts and 
a lot of terrifying leaks on plans for the dis- 
abled. Field is anyway a man for brilliant in- 
sights rather than programmes. Blair’s own 
band can be detected in much of the Green 
Paper. Wholesale abolition of means test- 
ing or a big-bang move to compulsory pri- 
vate peosions- isn’t what tbe paper is about 
And if Field had to modify some of bis more 
expensive ambitions, that’s the price you pay 
for being in power. But don’t believe this is 
all fine words and little else. Field's state- 
ment yesterday set tbe test by which the long- 
term failure and success of the Blair project 
will be judged. 


The plight of the thirtysomething 

female who hasn’t met ‘Mr Right’ 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

ON CHOICE. 
AND BABIES 


AS I AM stiU, for a few months 
at least, a tbirtysomething 
woman, I fed compelled to 
make a contribution to the 
“crisis'* that is supposedly in our 
midst. Luckily, I still belong to 
this media-created category. 
Swamped by articles, books 
and TV programmes about 
attractive but lonely thirty- 
somethings, Bridget Joneses 

- without the humour or the pub- 
fishing contract, I fed occasional 
sympathy for them, but mostly 
intense irritation. 

What is occurring here is 
nothing less than a backlash 
against feminism and, as always, 
it is women themselves who are 
colluding in this backlash. The 
problem of tbe thinysomething 
female who hasn't met “Mr 
Right” - fe Mr Big-Salary, Mr 
Devasta tingly-Good -Looking, 
Mr Let-Me-lnseminate-You- 
Immediatefy, Mr I-wfll-Give- 
YouA-Hcane-*njat-Looks-Iike 
-Something-Out-Of-ESe-Decor 

- is simple. Her problems are 
caused by being able to have a 
choice. 

Reefy available contracep- 
tion and abortion, you know tbe 
right to control our own fertil- 
ity, those little things that gen- 
erations of women have fought 
so hard for, have even died for, 
has enabled the modem woman 
to choose not to have babies. It 
has meant that the average 
wo man is not pregnant or breas t 
feeding for Myears of her life. 
It has meant that sex can be for 
pleasure as well as procreation. 
And this, surely, most of ns 
would agree, is a jolty good 
thing. I point this out only be- 
cause choice, for the thirty- 
something, have-it-aU whingers 
is somehow deemed to be a bad 
thing. 

Unfortunately, if you hap- 
pen to be a female whh an aver- 
age reproductive system, it is 
assumed that despite having 
chosen not to have a baby for 
a good 3) years, unconsciously, 
subconsciously, or better still, 
on television, you’d better re- 
veal all about the ticking of your 
biological clock. You see babies 
in parks and you want one. Your 
friends have got them and you 
haven’t I understand. I feel 
much the same way about a 
Conran sofa. Perhaps my soft- 
furnishings clock is ticking and 
I wfl] simply go doolalfy if I 
don’t get one soon. 

The message here is simple: 
despite what you might think 
about women’s increasing eco- 
nomic independence and free- 
dom. they can, as always, be 



If you warn a baby thar badly, follow Jodie Foster’s example and try AID Capital 


reduced to one thing, biology. 
All those successful young 
women out there might look 
good to you, they may appear 
to be having a fabulous time 
with their males, but don't be 
fooled for one second. When ft 
comes down to it, they are lit- 
tle more than waiting wombs. 
The bole in their lives can only 
be plugged by one thing, an 
infant that emerges blinking 
into tbe fight fully dressed in 
Baby Gap. 

In order to get that baby, 


sick of the self deception cur- 
rently masquerading a* social 
crisis. 

If women really want to 
have babies, arc overtaken with 
an obsessive desire to repro- 
duce but have not yet met the 
right man (please, girls are we 
stiDDving in a Barbara Cortland 
novel), why don't they jusi have 
one? 1 say this not as a smug 
married woman, but as a 
woman who has brought up two 
children on her own. 1 know 
how difficult it is and I perfectly 


to dumb down their demands 
and accept the dross or he cast 
as impeccably dressed spinsters. 

In the Cutting Edge TV doc- 
umentary this week, this is 
effectively what we saw hap- 
pening. There is a vast amount 
of money to be made out of all 
this. If you can't write a novel 
about ft. then you can always 
open a dating agency. Whatev- 
er happened to the idea that it 
might be possible for a woman 
to exist in a world without a man 
continually glued to her side? 


If women really want to have babies, are overtaken 
with an obsessive desire to reproduce but have not 
yet met the right man, why don’t they just have one? 


what all these women need is 
not love, equality, or even 
friendship, but, to put ft crudely, 
ejaculation. Well, I’m sure this 
might make certain men feel 
useful, even purposeful, but ft 
makes me feel bloody de- 
pressed. In the midst of the 
Nineties “gender quake” what 
we have before our eyes is yet 
another tired rerun of the old 
biotogy-tsdestiny myth, and it is 
about time some of these 
women were as honest with 
themselves as they are pre- 
pared to be in front of any old 
television crew. 

If you get to your late 30s 
and you could have had, but 
haven't bad, a baby, perhaps 
you didn't really want one. 
Perhaps you chose other things 
instead and maybe that's not so 
bad. Of course, only a heretic 
or a man would say such a thing. 
Or perhaps 1 wifi, because 1 am 


understand why anyone would 
refuse to make the choices 
that I have made. 

But I see it as a choice and 
I see that choice as a luxury that 
should not now be described as 
a terrible problem. There is no 
power without responsibility. 
That must stand whether you 
are male or female. The power 
to control our biology means 
that women must accept re- 
sponsibility for the choices they 
make. 

What is so galling about the 
supposed Bridget Jones -which 
I mistakenly took to be a satire 
rather than an accurate social 
survey-is that these women are 
on one level success stories. 
They have careens, nice homes, 
good looks, but the men to 
meet their desires ore either en- 
gaged. in a way that public lava- 
tories are engaged, or second 
rate. Women then either have 


How is it that, as wc achieve 
greater financial independence, 
our emotional dependence is 
presented as something out of 
a badly written Mills and Boon 
paperback? 

So, why are contemporary 
women happy to portray them- 
selves as failures? Does a gen- 
eration of thinysomethings with 
biological clocks ringing away 


every time you turn on the TV 
serve a useful pwpose? I suppose 
ft docs if you are a desperate 
filmmaker, a fundamentalist 
Christian, a women's magazine 
edimror Melanie Mips, or per- 
haps a man. It must soften the 
tfow that men are no longer of- 
fiaalfy breadwinners to know 
that al the end of a hard work- 
ing. or non-working day. that it 
is only you who can give women 
what it is they realty need. 

The conversion Df dippy 
new-age thinking, right-wing 
fundamentalism and the sus- 
ceptibility of women to old- 
fashioned myths of romance is 
frightening to behold. Having 
just spent a week in the Slates 
watching a miraculous combi- 
nation of Jerry Springer f My 
Sister Slept With All My Three 
Husbands). Christian evange- 
lists and a new-age channel in 
San Francisco called Quest, it 
became clear they were all 
pumping out the same message: 
that there is a special person out 
there just waiting for you. 

Don't sell yourself short by 
sleeping with anyone else until 
you meet them as this denotes 
iow self-esteem. When you do 
meet them, sex will he ecstatic 
because the only true sexual 
happiness is to be found with- 
in a monogamous relationship. 
Well this is nil just great but 
whatever happened to women's 
sexual as well as financial free- 
dom? Whatever happened to 
the idea that maybe one person 
cannot fulfil all of your needs 
for all of your life? Or am 1 just 
being old fashioned? 

There is a link between sex 
and work. Just as we're en- 
couraged to believe that there 
are no longer jobs for life, hut 
skills for life, .so. too. serial 
monogamy is the new mar- 
riage. Portfolio people surety 
will hare several lovers over u 
lifetime, not just the one. We 
all know this Is true. That is why 
1 say that what is happening is 
pari of the backlash - the re- 
instatement of an old emotional 
order when the economic one 
is so dearly changing - and 
should not surprise us. 

Modern women should do 
whatever it is they want to do. 
In the meantime, l would like 
to suggest that no-one is al- 
lowed to use the phrases Mr 
Right, biological clock or thirty- 
something. In other words, to 
be brutal, get pregnant or don't, 
just stop w hinging about it. 
Do what Jodie Foster did. and 
give artificial insemination a go, 
if you need to. If you want to 
act emotionally as though you 
were living in die 18th century, 
that's up to you. Just don't de- 
mand contraception, abortion, 
a career or even, God forbid, 
a Conran sofa. 


Are blacks programmed to die in custody? 



ANDREW 
MARR’S WEEK 


* 


Y OU WANT to know tbe trou- 
ble with blacks? TD tell you the 
trouble with blacks. Squeeze 
'their necks a bit, and they just die on 
you. It's a well-known feet Or, rather, 
that's the implication of what Richard 
m director-general of the Prison 
Service, said on Newsnigfrx this week, 
after the inquest juxy decided that 
Alton Manning had been unlawfully 
killed during a violent straggle at 
Blakenhurst prison. 

T fit, quite extraordinarily, sug- 
gested the problem was that people of 
Afro-Caribbeah. background were 
jj fcrifcr to suffer “positional asphyxia” 
because “there is a physiological dif- 
ference" between them and whites. As 
Jason Bennetto and Andrew Bun- 
combe reported in yesterday’s paper, 
the Prison Service helpfully explained 
that “positional asphyxia ... is when 
they are held in a certain position- It 
is when there is pressure put down on 
the windpipe.” 

So, in plain terras, black people 
keep getting killed in prison because 
there’s something funny about their 

necks. It is nothing whatever to do with 

racism- Tfembty sad and all that, but 
it's a medical fact - atxxnding to Hit, 
there is “evidence emerging" about 
that ; • 

Well, there’s a convenient djscovery 


-the dreaded “"black people dying in 
custody gene”, hitherto unknown to 
medscal science. It sounds very like tbe 
physiological fact that black people 
have small brains or high libidos, and 
other similar classics. You might have 
expected to find it in a Southern plan- 
tation in the 1850s, but to hear it com- 
ing from man in charge of prisons in 
a liberal democracy is shocking. This 
man has a lot of explaining to do; and 
if New Labour means what it says 
about racism, there wiD be a wholly jus- 
tified eruption of anger in the Com- 
mons and Whitehall. 

O ne of the things that has 
changed around Docklands 
since my return to the paper 
- nicety described by a colleague as a 
. “refenestrarion* - is the fast-growing 
network of cables and steel skeletons 
in and around the Millennium Dome. 
But why, writes John Blundell, general 
director of the Institution of Economic 
Affairs, is the jamboree happening al 
Greenwich - or, more specifically, why 
has Greenwich the prime meridian of 
longitude? Tbe short answer, he ex- 
plains, is the might of the Royal Navy 
rather over a century ago: “In 1884, 
the International Meridian Conference 
.was held in Washington DC and 
Greenwich was just one of a number 


of candidates: the others included 
Rome, Jerusalem, the Great Pyramid 
and the Canary Islands. British naval 
power predominated over religious 
and historical considerations and 
Greenwich got the nod.” 

Had the conference been held to- 
day. then presumably the prime merid- 
ian would have been in Washington 
itself, from where the US Navy is con- 
trolled, and not London at alL 

S peaking of genes, Tbny Blair’s 
achievement in delivering a 
speech in French to the National 
Assembly may help break the stereo- 
type that there is something in the 
British gene-pool which disables us from 
speaking foreign. 

The best tale about a British leader 
failin g to communicate in French has 
Winston Churchill addressing an em- 
inent audience in Paris after tbe war. 
Intending to explain that when be 
looted bade over his career, it could be 
split into two phases. Churchill deared 
te throat glared ewer tus spectacles and 
announced to the startled gathering: 
“Messieurs a Madanus. Quandje regard 
man denim jevoisquVse dense en deux 
parties igaL" I suppose he probably 
never said that; or if he did, that it was 
a grumbfy QmichiHian joke. But it’s too 
good a story to property research. 


O f all the week’s unlikely stories 
so far. however, the least 
likety seeming was the customs 
alert for Iraqi anthrax smuggled into 
these isles in containers, including 
duty-free Scotch and scent bottles, h 
was the kind of thiqg that would be im- 
plausible in a bad airport novel, a car- 
icature scoop out of Drop the Dead 
Donkey - and, more than that, a Sun 
exclusive, too. Yet it was. in all es- 
sentials. true. Anthrax? The ultimate 
nightmare. 

Or it is for me, anyway. As a child, 
our family holidays were in Wester 
Ross, a dazzling, bleak paradise with 
an offshore little nightmarish island. 
Gruinard. Gruinard, sflent and sinis- 
ter, was the anthrax island, poisoned 
in Ministry of Defence experiments 
and then uninhabitable, the spores still 
there in tbe earth. 

For me, it fused into then-common 
gloom about nuclear holocaust and 
the evU at the heart of things. I don't 
suppose teenagers now have any 
idea how threatening it seemed, in the 
era of “Protect and Survive". Now the 
pervasive fear of imminent destruc- 
tion has lifted - a great advance in 
human happiness which future his- 
torians will probably never think of 
mentioning. 

And Gruinard? Clean again. 
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BDB in talks to offer Viacom channels for autumn launch 



By Pacer Thai Larsen 


British Digital Broadcasting, the terrestri- 
al television group, is in talks with Viacom 
about offering the US broadcaster’s chan- 
nels, which include MTV and Nickelodeon, 

as part of its offering when it launches its 
service in the autumn. 

Granada and Carlton, the television 
groups wnich each own 50 percent of BDB, 
are ready to drop some of die channels they 
had been preparing to supply in order to 


make way for the new pm gi Mirmmig 
The news has prompted fegr* that this 
may reduce the value of BDB to its share- 
holders. 

Executives at BDB have become in- 
creasingly concerned that its package of 
channels would not be enough to tempt 
viewers when the service launches. 

When digital terrestrial tetari&cm is 

la un ched in the autumn ft win g»n y flQ rhwn. 
nels, 15 of which will be operated by BDB. 
In Its licence application, BDB said 
Granada and Carlton would each supply 


four chann els. The remainder would be 
channels based on BBC programmes sup- 
plied by UKTY die corporation’s joint ven- 
ture with FUsd^lu The service would also 
offer Sky Sports I, Sky Screen One and Sky 
Screen Two to viewers who were willing to 
pay more for them. 

However, Granada and Carlton may 
now drop some of their programmes in 
favour ofViacom’s channels. The group op- 
erates music channels MTV and VH1 as 
well as Nickelodeon and the Paramount 
Comedy Channel. 


Mkhiel Bakkec, MTVs European man- 
aging director, confirmed that Viacom 
and BDB were in talks. “They want to make 
a success of their business,” he said. "The 
line up they presented originally had no fa- 
miliar ch annels n 

However, analysts now question the val- 
ue of BDB to its shareholders. They fear 
that b ringing in more programming from 
third parties will dilute BDB's potential for 
its owners. Earlier this week, NatWsst Mar- 
kets, the stockbroker, reduced its valuation 
of BDB from £920m to £200m. 


■ Other observers pointed out that, al- 
though Carlton and Granada would suffer 
by not supplying their own prog ramm e s , 
they would benefit if the entire platform 
proved more successful as a result of tak- 
ing on third party programming. 

Carlton and Granada may not have to 
sacrifice their own. channels for long. BDB 
is mideretoodta be keen to take over spare 
capacity on Licence A, the bundle of dig- 
ital channels currently reserved for Chan- 
nel 5 and "Welsh language broadcaster S4C. 
Channel 5; for example, has been allocat- 


ed three channels but only wants to use one. 

. fVu. tpHmnloev used to corn- 



number of cnannec. wauw* — — r 
slev the Cariton director who wfll contin- 
ue to ran BDB until Stephen Grabber 
arrives from United News & Media, re- 


arrives from United News & Meam, re- 
cently said that he expected the number of 

channels that the broadcaster could cany a 
in iust a few years. 


would double in just a few years. 

Nevertheless, these changes are unlikely 
to be ready in tune for BDB’s launch in the 
autumn. 


Revamp puts 


2,000 jobs on 


line at CWC 


By Michael Harrison 


THE cable and telephone operator Cable 
& Wireless Communications is preparing 
to unveil a sweeping restructuring which 
could result in a reduction of up to 2,000 
jobs throughout the company. 

The 12,000-strong workforce is due to 
be given details of the reorganisation next 
month following a board meeting in the next 
week to decide on the level of the job re- 
ductions. 

The cost-cutting drive follows an “opti- 
mum resourring review” put in train by Grar 
ham Wallace, CWC’s new chief executive. 
He has been seeking ways to make the or- 
ganisation leaner and to align its structure 
more dosely with its markets since his ar- 
rival Last year. A large number of the job 
reductions are likely to be among badooom 
staff as CWC introduces more efficient pro- 
cedures into the business. 

Insiders insisted that the review could 
create new posts elsewhere in the compa- 
ny which could reduce the net level of job 
losses substantially. 

The review, which has been carried out 
by the accountants Coopers & Lybrand, is 
understood to have recommended radical 
action to refocus CWC on growth markets 
such as data processing and the small- and 
medium-sized business sector. 

Since the creation of CWC through a 
four-way merger of Mercury, Nynex Ca- 
bleComms, Bell Cablemedia and 
Video troru the workforce has remained sta- 
tic at 12,000 even though the group has re- 
duced the number of call centres from 10 
to three and merged its five network con- 
trol centres onto two sites. 

There has been a recruitment freeze 
since the beginning of this year while the 
Coopers & Lybrand review is completed. 
A spokesman called the possibility of up to 
2,000 job reductions “the worst case scenario 
being bandied around within the organi- 


sation''. Last year 400 managers went from 
the 1,000 CWC inherited at the time of the 
merger, producing significant cost savings. 
But the Coopers report has identified far- 
ther substantial scope for productivity im- 
provements through the incorporation of 
more information technology. 

The spokesman declined to comment on 
the level of job reductions or how many new 
vacancies could be created as part of the 
overhaul, pointing out that before the re- 
cruitment freeze there were 3,000 vacan- 
cies in the group. 

In order to reduce the redundancy bill, 
CWC is likely to offer jobs elsewhere In 
the organisation to those whose posts are 
being made redundant. Natural wastage is 
also expected to account for a sizeable num- 
ber of reductions because staff turnover in 
telecoms is above the industry average. 

Since Mr Willace’s arrival CWC has em- 
barked on a f 400m upgrade of its long-dis- 
tance fibre network. The investment is in 
addition to the £lbn being spent each year 
to build out the cable network. It has also 
unveiled its plans for entering the digital 
market ihiraigh a pTr yarnming Ijnk-iipwhh . 
BSkyB and a software deal with Netscape 
and Oracle to give customers high-speed ac- 
cess to the Internet. 

CWChasajustover2imllion customers, 
of whom 760,000 are cable television sub- 
scribers. It will launch the digital service, this 
autumn offering access to up 200 channels. 

There has also been a high turnover in 
its marketing department, with two senior 
executives departing in the last year. The 
current advertising campaign, which is 
costing £50m, on top of the annual £50m 
marketing spend, has had mixed reviews. 

One of the areas CWC intends to tar- 
get for expansion is data processing. In Jan- 
uary this year it acquired the data company 
Anite for £47m. At present, data commu- 
nications make up about 10 per cent of tele- 
coms traffic, but CWC believes this could 
grow to 50 per cent within five years. 



Next shocks with 
profits warning 


By Nigel Cope 


Together: ICI's £350m purchase brings together two famous DfY brands 



By Michael Harrison 


SOME of the most famous names in DIY 
changed hands yesterday after ICI bought 
tbe home improvements business of 
Williams Holdings for £3 50m. Among the 
brands included in tbe sale are Cuprinol, 
PolyfUla, Polycell and Hammerite. 

Williams is using most of the sale pro- 
ceeds to return £300m of capital to share- 
holders representing 8 per cent of its equity. 
The group, which is now focused on fire 
protection and security products, also an- 
nounced plans for the flotation next year 
of its Portuguese paints business RobbiaJac 
which is expected to raise another £100m. 

Id said it would integrate the newly- 
acquired business with its paints division. 


which includes the Dulux brand, to 
strengthen its presence in the European 
decorative products market 
. The business being bought by Id em- 
ploys 1,250 people and made profits of 
£34m on a turnover of £185m in 1997. It 
has factories in the UK, Austria, Germany, 
tbe Netherlands and Italy and last year two- 
thirds of sales were outside the UK. 

-Cuprinol is one of the DIY market’s 
biggest sdBng wood preservatives while the 
rust treatment Hamm erite is sold right 
around the world. 

The sale brings proceeds from Williams’ 
disposal programme to £50Qm. Earlier this 
month it agreed to sell its US home prod- 
ucts business, NuTone, for £150m and 15 
months ago it disposed of its other home 
and DIY brands, Including Rawlplug. 


NEXT, the high-street retailer that has 
proved a phenomenal success over die past 
seven years, shocked investors yesterday 
when it issued a profits warning caused by 
buying mistakes in women’s clothing and 
chOdrenswear. Tbe company said it had 
over-stocked before Christmas, under- 
stocked after it and introduced too many 
higher-priced higfr-£asfakm ranges at the ex- 
pense of “classic" items, ' 

Next phmgjed by 24 per cent, dosing 
173 5p down at 544pand wiping £644m off 
its market value, as analysts scrambled to 
downgrade their profits forecasts. The 
company’s (dace in the FTSE-100 will be 
under threat when the constituents are re- 
viewed in June if the shares do not stage 
a dramatic recovery. 

The warning is a blow to Lord Wolfeon, 
who recently announced his intention to 
step down as chairman of the company in 
May and who, together with David Jones, 
chief executive, has been credhed with res- 
cuing the com pan y from the brink of col- 
lapse in the early 1990s. 

“Let’s be open and honest about it, weVe 
made a mistake,” Lord Wolfson said. 
“Maybe we're allowed one, I don’t know.” 

Mr Jones said: “Tmveiy sad tins has hap- 
pened but we can gain advantage from it. 
People will realise that they don’t have a 
divine right to be successfuL" 

Analysts expressed surprise at the sever- 
ity of thew&tiiingj though there hhd been 
rumours of poor trading. Julie Ramshaw 
at Morgan Stanley said: “It is certainly se- 
rious but is it an enduring problem? I don’t 
think so. Next is stiD one of the best cloth- 
ing companies, with a strong brand and 
good stores.” Nick Bubb at SG Securities 
added- “It shows that they are human. These 
are the kind of mistakes th at can happened 
in fashion. But it is a good brand and the 
company has a strong balance sheet The 
question is how Jong it will take for the Qty 
to forgive." 

The problems started before Christmas, 
when the group over-stocked with au- 
turan/win ter stock resulting in a much big- 
ger January sale to shift £30m-£40m of 
unsold merchandise. The company's buy- 
ers then over-reacted and stocked too lit- 
tle merchandise for the spring/summer 
collection. Tbe result was that Nexf s shops 
and its directory were short of merchandise 


in a number of their best-selling lines. Hi- 
lary S ante 11, Next’s womenswear product M . 
director, resigned around Christmas time 1- 
after a period off work because of a riding 
accident. 

The company said this, together with the 
departure of another designer, may have . 
caused problems but they denied her de- 
parture was related to the profits warning. 

Next also said its internal controls had 
foiled and would be strengthened. Chris- 
tos Angelides, the former head of 
nM»wCT Oftar fa tying, has taken over the wom- 
enswear ranges. “1 am not going to point 

the finger at any individual,'' Mr Jones said. 
“If is anyone’s fault, its mine as chief ex- 



next 

stars pdc* penes 

;-,-t 







ecutive.” The impact on trading has beeaf 
dramatic, with sales in the Nest shops down 
by L5 per cent in spite of a 12 per cent in- 
crease in selling space. 

Rm-balf profits will now be lower 
than last year's £67m. Analysts have cut thdr 
full-year forecast from £21 0m to £175m. 

company sakl the firasigiB of prob- 
lems came in November, when the group’s 
Directory preview catalogue was distributed 
to 25,000 customers. But with the long lead 
times in fashion it was not possible to make 
adjustments to the ranges in time. 

Tbe profits warning overshadowed 
Nexf s results for last year, which showed 
an increase in profits from £159m to 
£1 84m. Next has been one of the brightest 
dais in the retail firmament in the past sev- 
en years, during which its shares have risen 
from 13p to a high of 835p last month. >■ 
Outlook, page Zy 
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Rail directors scoop £4.4m jackpot 


Flotation of National Grid left 
consumers short-changed 


By Michael Harrison 


FIVE directors of Thames 
Trains yesterday shared in a 
£4 .4m bonanza following the 
sale of the privatised rail op- 
erator to a bus company. 

The Go-Ahead Group, 
which already owned 65 per 
cent of the shares, is buying out 
the remainder, netting profits 
of nearly £900,1)00 for each of 
the directors who held a 25 per 
cent stake. 

The five. led by managing di- 
rector Roger McDonald, each 
invested £10,000 to buy 10,000 
shares in Thames Thuns. They 
will be silling on £880,000 each 



following the sale, just 17 
months after the business was 
bought from the Government. 

Over the same period punc- 
tuality on Thames Tains has 
fallen to the point where auto- 
matic customer discounts are 
triggered. And the latest cus- 
tomer satisfaction survey by 


John O’Brien, the franchising 
director, shows increasing num- 
bers of complaints about on- 
board comfort and the 
condition of station tollers. 

Apart from Mr McDonald, 
the four ocher directors sharing 
in the bonanza are Christopher 
Scanlon, Nicholas IDstey, Kevin 
Harrison and David Raymond. 

About 250 employees of 
Thames Tains who bought 
shares at the time of privatisa- 
tion will also receive a windfall, 
sharing in a £1.7ra profit worth 
an average of £6.800. 

According to the latest 
Opraf figures, punctuality on 
Thames Trains was 84_5 per 
cent last November. This com- 


pares with its charter standard 
of 92 per cent and the 89 per 
cent figure at which it has to 
start paying discounts to season 
ticket holders. 

The company operates ser- 
vices between London 
Paddington and Oxford via 
Maidenhead and Reading It 
also has a service between 
Reading and Gatwicfc airport. 

Thames Trains has six years 
left of its seven and a half year 
franchise awarded in October, 
1996 and is receiving subsidies 
worth £28m a year foiling to 
zero by the end of the franchise 
period. 

In the nine months to the 
end of June, 1997 it made pre- 


tax profits of £700,000 and had 
net assets at that date of 
£600,000. 

Mr O'Brien said that as 
part of the takeover, Go-Ahead 
has agreed to a number of ser- 
vice improvements. It is to 
spend an additional £500,000 cm 
station facilities, improve com- 
pensation arrangements under 
the Passengers’ Charter and in- 
troduce a through service be- 
tween Oxford and Bristol by 
October of this year at the lat- 
est 

Go-Ahead has also under- 
taken to introduce bus/rail 
through-ticketing from at least 
five destinations from Sep- 
tember. 


ELECTRICITY customers 
missed out on a bigger rebate 
when the National Grid was 
floated in 1995 because the 
Government underestimated 
. tbe value of part of the business 
by 50 per cent and ignored tax 
breaks enjoyed by the company 
and its shareholders. 

A report from the Nati onal 
Audit Office today shows the DTI 
valued the Grid’s pump storage 
bittiness at £300m for the pur- 
poses of det ermining bow rrmr-h 

the company had increased in val- 
ue since privatisation in 1990. 
Two Weeks after the flotation, 


sold to Mission Energy ctf the US 
fbr£680m_ 


The NAO also says that the 
sum to which customers were en- 
titled might have been as hijgh as 
£l-5bfo had all the tax al- 
lowances enjoyed by the Grid 
and its shareholders been in- 
cluded in the calculations. 

In the event they shared a to- 
tal of £L18bn which worked out 

at £52 per customer or a 17 per 

cent reduction on the average 
domestic bilL Tbe aim of the 
Government was to ensure that 
profits on the flotation of the 

Grid, whidi was divided up be- 
tween the 12 regional electrici- 
ty companies on privatisation, 
was split 5050 between cus- 
tomers and shareholders. Ig- 
noring the tax breaks, the split 


was 4852 but inducted them the 

customer discount was only 36 
per cent of the increase. 

The report says that the DTI 
was concerned that the owners 
of the Grid might have aban- 
doned the flotation if it had in- 
sisted on a bigger rebate for 
customers than was achieved. 

However, the NAO says that 
had the DTI obtained an inde- 
pendent valuation of the 
pumped storage business, it 
would have strengthened its 
hands m negotiations. 

Although the rebate was 

■worth £52 only £31 of this was 
paid the Grid, the rest oom- 

ing from taxpayers and non-do- 
mestic electricity customers. 
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Next success story starts to wear thin 


OUTLOOK 

ON LORD WOLFSON’S 
RUN OF BAD LUCK. 
WHY THERE SHOULD 
BE MORE TAX BREAKS 
FOR FILM. AND CLARE 
SHORT'S BLINDING 
FLASH ON THE ROAD 
TO DAMASCUS 


THE higher they fly, the harder they fall 
Soch is the &te of Next, whose reparation 
as the retail success story of the decade 
tinsmorafoghas a bit of a rip in the yarn. 
. The Cftywassoacccstcmtcd to tire re- 
lentless outpexfonnance of this company 

that everyone had started to believe it was 
ujvinribie. Perhaps the compa^^ 
buyers bad started to believe it too. Al any 
rate, they took their eye off the ball last 
year, first ordering cfotbes that were too 
trendy and expensive, then going all cau- 
tious and leaving the shops short of 
stock.This may have bad something to do 
with the fact that the company's bead of 
women’s wear buying was ahsentfor a pro- 
longed period after a riding accident. 
Whatever the cause, some irrational ex- 
uberance was followed in short order by 
a wave of unwarranted conservatism. 

Perhaps the most surprising thing 
about Next’s problems is that they hadn't 
happened before. Next has enjoyed 14 con- 
secutive seasons of successful buying, 
which is about as good as it gets given the 
vagaries otf fashion. The real let-down was 
in tbe group’s checking procedures which 
failed to recognise an Wnhwiana- hi the 
women's and children’s ranges. 

The gpod news for Next is ihai it knows 
what the problems are and can now set 
about correcting them. The only un- 
known is whether the confidence of 
Next’s buyers may have been affected The 
other element to this story for the saper- 
stitiousiy minded is that it tops off a run 
of bad hick for Lord Wblfson, wbo is step- 
ping down as chairman in May. Up until 
recently, he could do no wrong as far as 


the Giy was concerned and no doubt he 
was hoping to go out, basking in the glow 
of a share price that had risen by a fac- 
tor of 64 between 1591 and last month. 
Now he is bowing out on a profits warn- 
fog. Meanwhile, with bis GUS hat on, his 
bid for MfctnxnaflL an American database 
company, has become mired in legal dif- 
ficulties, his £1 .6bn offer for Argos, which 
bad looked like a foregone conclusion, 
now seems more finely balanced. As any 
general will tcH you, nobody fights on three 
fronts and wins. No wonder he was look- 
ing a little tired yesterday. 

With the jraniuin on Ned shansgooe 
and with his departure from the company 
looming, perhaps he wQl now act on ‘one 
of the stock market’s favourite takeover ru- 
mours. Maybe, just maybe, he will dump 
Argos and launch a bid for Next instead. 

British films need 

more help 

ALL INDUSTRIES need to fight for at- 
tention, love and favour from ministers, 
but the film industry does rather seem to 
get mote than its lair share. It even boas 
its own think-tank in the Department of 
Culture, the Film Policy Review Group, 
and Chris Smith, the Culture Secretary, 
is constantly banging on about the need 
to do more to help. 

It’s easy to be cynical about the rea- 
sons for this, and no doubt Lhere is a large 
element of the luwie factor in iL So much 
easier to get in the door if you are Dick- 


ie Attenborough, David Punnara or Ken- 
neth Branagh, than plant old Joe Bloggs 
of Amalgamated Widgets. Bui there are 
good reasons for it too. Despite Brit Pop 
and Cool Britannia, the UK has an enter- 
tainment trade deficit with the United 
Sratesruzmingtobillioiisoftjbllaxsayear. 

And despite our wealth of creative tal- 
ent and ex pe rt i se, film in Britain is still 
not much more than a cottage industry 
which stru ggl es to compete the big 

batallioiis of Hollywood, with its unpar- 
alleled access to capital and huge invest- 
ment in production, marketing and 
distribution. Even with a following wind, 
the British industry can never hope to 
catch up with the US, whose success 
springs from the unified culture of its vast 
domestic market. Language differences 
will stop that from ever being mirrored 
within the European Union. All the 
same, there’s probably more that can be 
done to correct the balance. 

The package of measures announced 
by Mr Smith this week are welcome 
enough, but they are not going to make 
much of a difference. Normally, it would 
not be right to support any k i n d of industry 
specific subsidy, aid or tax break, but in 
the case of film, this might just about be 
justified. As Mr Smith’s policy unit has 
pointed out, the film industry has enor- 
mous potential for creating the sort of em- 
ployment most of us have come to want 
and expect from the modern economy. 
The 100 per cent write off for film finance 
introduced in the July Budget was n step 
in the right direction, but by limiting the 
amount to £15m, the Treasury has ensured 


a poor takeup and guaranteed that big 
budget foreign inspired nXftSes cannot late 
advantage of iL It's lime to do more. 

Multinationals are 
not the villains 

OF ALL the people in the Labour Gov- 
ernment who might have been expected 
to resist the stampede towards hard- 
headed pragmatism, Clare Short must 
have topped the hsL Against the herd, she’s 
tried to remain a passionate idealist. 
Now even our Secretary of State for In- 
ternational Development seems to have 
swung behind tbe nasty capitalists. Yes- 
terday she lent her support to research 
which concludes that the Multilateral 
Agreement on Investment would be in the 
interests of developing countries. Given 
that many aid and environmental organ- 
isations have remained fervently against 
this agreement, believing it to he a multi- 
nationals charter, this is quite a mm up. 

The MAI has proved an astonishing- 
ly contentious proposal for scene thing that 
on the face of it seems entirely sensible. 
The MAI began life as a plan among mem- 
ber countries of the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Co-operation and Development - 
the first world - for overseas investors to 
be treated in exactly the same way as do- 
mestic investors. The idea was to outlaw 
discrimination against foreign capital, 
which even in the developed world takes 
many and varied forms - local content 
rules for example. The controversy arose 


from suggestions lhal dcvclopins 
S!toriwTsisn op toaTMs find up 
a coalition of protests from aid agency 

rmJ environmental camptugnm. wbo sec 

mullinalionab an mtplo.tem of the world s 
nuor Him wanted to lag on to the MAI 
IXmirtn.i requirements for mummim 
labour and environmental standards. 

There are good reasons for concern 
about Americanisation of the planet. 

The way things are going ii*s only a mat- 
ter of lime before McDonalds open at 
Everest base camp. Tltamc is already show- 
ing in Kerala in Southern India. Even so, 

poor countries are only going to become 
prosperous ones if they get the know-how 
and market access that big foreign in- 
vestors bring. Any possibility of discrim- 
ination, and international capital will 
simply stay away. The trouble with the pro- 
testers and their stereotyped view or 
multinationals is that they would prevent 
the countries most in need of foreign ex- 
pertise and capital from gening iL 

These companies do not treat work- 
ers as well in the Third World as they do 
at home. But on the whole they pay high- 
er wages, and show more concern for pol- 
lution, than local companies. Unpalatable 
as it might seem, these apparent villains 
are forces for imp rifting standards. 

The paper published by the Depart- 
ment for International Development 
seems finally to accept these arguments. 
Ms Short sympathises with the cam- 
paigners who rail against the harsh real- 
ities of the world; but she has rightly 
decided to disagree with their conclusions. 
Wc aQ have to grow up one day, don't we? 


Sterling surge 
leads to deficit 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 
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THERE WERE fresh signs of 
woe for Britain’s manufactur- 
ers yesterday with figures sug- 
gesting the trade deficit 
yawning wider and asnrvey in- 
dicating that output is likely to 
remain stagnant 

Treasury officials, quizzed by 
MPs yesterday, conceded that 
a manufacturing recession due 
to the strong pound, was a 
“possibility”, and that the ex- 
change rate was a “matter of 

concern”. 

gk Meanwhile, the pound 
v edged higher yesterday after 
Willem B^tet; a member of foe 
Bank of England’s Monetary 


Policy Committee, said dimin- 
ishing uncertainty about the sin- 
gle currency would help bring 
sterling down. 

“This creates a definite risk 
to the inflation rate,” he said in 
an interview with a Brussels 
newspaper, although he added 
that the Asian crisis and tough 
Budget might have eased pres- 
sure for higher interest rates. 

Sterhng ended a pfennig 
higher, climbing above DM3.07. 

According to official fig- 
ures,. the deficit on trade in 
goods with the rest of the world 
amounted to fl.ibn in January, - 
down from-£L3bn- in Decem- 
ber and not quite as bad as ex- . 
peeled. The value of exports 
and imports both felL 


In the latest three months, 
both export and import vol- 
umes, excluding oil and errat- 
ic items, have been broadly flaL 
The Office for National Sta- 
tistics said the trends never- 
theless suggest the deficit is 
widening, although the short- 
fall with EU countries alone has 
narrowed. 

Figures for trade with non- 
EU countries in February paint- 
ed ahleakfix picture. The deficit 
jumped from £879m in January 
to £L6bn, and tbe ONS said 
trade with South East Asia had 
. deteriorated sfaarpty. 

Much of ihe near-doublmg 
during the month was due to 
one-off imports of silver and 
aircraft. 


Wall’s opts for 
all-year image 


, By NigetCope . 

dty Correspondent 


WALLS, the ice cream com- 
pany, is embarking on a mas- 
sive overhaul of its image in an 
^attempt to make its products 
less associated with summer 



The new logo (top) and the old 


and more appropriate for year 
round consumption. 
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u -' Out goes the sqiiirty writing on 



- 

a snnnyydtow background. In its 
place comes a new identity show- 




ing a pair of red and yeflow in- 





company says, is more represen- 
tative of tbe “feetmgsofbappiness 

associated with sharing Wall's ice 

cream with famity and friends” re- 
gardless of the time of year. 

Will's, which is part of the 
Unilever food group, is chang- 
ing the image on newsagents’ 
fridges and signs up and down 
the country as well as on vans 
. and the product range, which in- 
cludes Magnum and Solero- 
The new look wfll also be rolled 
out across the world. 

The re-branding of 100,000 


ice cream outlets in the UK will 
take until the year 2000 to 
complete. Around £15m will be 
spear on television advertising. 

Wall’s, which has 31 per 
cent of the UK ice cream mar- 
ket, has used the same logo 
since the 1980s although the 
“signature" has been part of the 
image since the company was 
founded 76 years ago. 

The new logo has been de- 
signed by London design agency 
Carter Wong & Partners which 
declined to disclose its fee . 
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National Irish 
investigated 


.IRISH police are examining 
undisclosed interest charges 
levied on customers without 
their knowledge or consent at 
branches of National Irish Bank 
(NIB). According to former 
employees, the unauthorised 
charges took the form of an in- 
terest rate loading, which 
ranged from £50 to £4,000 per 
customer. The practice oc- 
curred within five branches in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s. 
The bank said it would try to 
trace the customers affected and 
return the funds. 

INTEL’S man 

INTEL CORP plans to elect 
Craig Barrett, current president 
and chief operating officer, as 
its next chief executive officer, 
succeeding longtime CEO An- 
drew Grove, who will continue 
working full time as chairman. 
The move, which Intel’s board 
will enact after tbe company’s 
annual meeting on 20 May, 
marks the second switch in the 
giant chip maker’s executive 
ranks in a year. 

Unilever east 

UNILEVER, the Anglo-Dntch 
consumer products group, has 
bought a controlling stake in 
Russian margarine-maker 
Moskovsky Margarincrvy Za- 
vod for an undisclosed sum. The 
group plans spend £12m to de- 
velop the business. 

Slimmer BTR 

BTR has sold Metal Building 
Components to US-based NCI 
Buildmg Systems for £333m,aD 
bat completing a disposal pro- 
gram designed to slim down the 
once sprawling conglomerate 
into a pure engineering com- 
pany. BTR said it would make 
a£25m profit on the sale, after 
taking a charge to account for 
goodwill of £l85m. The sale 
raises to £3.7bn what BTR has 
realised from disposals. 


JAPANS ruling Liberal De- 
mocratic Party yesterday an- 
nounced a long-awaited 
economic stimulus package 
amounting to 16 trillion yen 
(£75bn). 

The sire of the proposed 
package surpassed expecta- 
tions and was larger than tbe 
14.22 trillion yen boost after 
tbe Kobe earthquake in 1995, 
and added 2 per cent to the 


Budget boost for Nikkei 


Nikkei share index. 

Taku Yamasaki, top poti- 
cy-maker of Japan’s ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party, 
said the party was consider- 
ing use of public funds for the 
nation's bad loan problems 
but the amount had not been 


decided. Other details, in- 
cluding whether to cut income 
tax, would be subject to fur- 
ther talks with coalition part- 
ners. 

There was a cautious wel- 
come from the US. which has 
been pressing Japan to take de- 


cisive action to prop up the ail- 
ing economy, on which South 
East Asia's economic health 
also depends. 

Mr Yamasaki said the 
plan's two main pillars would 
be steps to depose of bad loans 
and public works spending. 


“We arc considering the use 
of public funds hut the scale of 
such action has not been de- 
cided.'’ he said. 

The package, later ap- 
proved by the coalition cabi- 
net, will include the early 
implementation of SO percent 
or more of public works pro- 
jects. the highest percentage 
ever. 

— Agencies 


Highlights from Standard Life 

Annual Report 
and Accounts 




The Group: assets exceed £56bn 

► 1 997 was an exceptional year. Significant progress was made in 
each of our markets. Over the past two yean. Group assets under 
management increased by £T2bn to more than £56bn and total 
new premiums increased by 65% to £3.3bn. 

► With unrivalled financial strength, low costs and substantial Investment 
expertise, we are determined to maintain an excellent record of 
consistently good with profit performance for the benefit of present 
and future policyholders. 

United Kingdom: new premiums exceed £2.1 bn 

► Total new business premiums rose sharply following exceptional 
growth in 1996. An increase of 45% in regular premium new 
business was particularly encouraging. 

► We have maintained our Triple A' ratings from both Standard Sc Poor's 
and Moody's, a distinction which we share with only a handful of 
other life companies in the world. 

► Our continuing improvement in the quality of our products and 
service was recognised by Independent Financial Advisers who voted 
us 'IFA Company of the Year' for the second consecutive year. 

Canada: new business increased by 33% 

► Sales of group products were particularly buoyant Our capacity 
to service this market has been considerably enhanced by 


the major investments made in recent years in improved 
administration systems. 

Republic of Ireland: good annual and single premium growth 

► Annual premium new business increased by 20% and single premium 
business by almost 50%. 

Spain: new business increased by 30% 

► Prosperity, our Spanish subsidiary, had another successful year - 
new business premiums increased by 30%. A non-life company which 
offers general insurance products was established. 

Germany: good progress 

► We opened our office in Frankfurt 21 months ago. We now receive 
business from over 150 brokers - including Germany's largest - and 
are confident that we will increase our share of the market. 

People's Republic of China St India 

► In China, we continue with the work necessary to obtain an 
operating licence soon. We received permission to open a second 
Representative Office. 

► The Indian Government is yet to liberalise the insurance market, but 
we continue to work with our joint venture partner to develop an 
infrastructure which will enable us to operate in this market when 
legislation permits. 


The Annual Report and Accounts, including the Agenda for the Annua! General Meeting to be held on Tuesday 
28 April, will be available from Monday 30 March. Policyholder* may obtain a copy by writing to the Customer 
Information Team at PO Box 141,lTanfield, Edinburgh EH3 5RG or by telephoning 0845 60 60 070. Proxy forms 
| may be similarly obtained by members entitled to vote. 



Pan performance b not necertirrify a guide to future performance. These highlights are lor the yew ended at TS November 1997. 

The Standard life Assurance Company Is a mutual company registered in Scotland (no SZ4J Head Office, Standard Life House, 30 Lothian Road. 
Edinburgh. Teh 0T31 225 2S52. The Standard Life marketing group includes Standard Ufe Pension Funds Umilrdt Standard Life Trvsl Management 
Urttftedt Standard LB* Fund Management Umtled't- ‘Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. (Regulated bv IMRO. 
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Dialog may soon 
start to deliver 


YOU have to hand it to Dan Wigner. 
In four years, the whizz-kid chief ex- 
ecutive of Dialog - the company for- 
merly known as MAID - has turned 
what was a minnow in the media busi- 
ness to the world market leader in pro- 
viding electronic information to 
companies. 

Sadlv, Dialog’s shareholder? have 
yet to sec the benefiis. Over the course 
of its turbulent stock market life. 
Dialog has just about performed in 
line with the rest of the market. 
Certainly that is no disaster, but not 
quite the returns expected from 
such a supposedly Fast-growing 
business. 

The deal Lhat secured Dialog’s 
market position was the £26 1m re- 
verse takeover of Knight-Ridder In- 
formation late lasL year. 

That gave Dialog control of a 
database containing some 6 billion 
pages of text - more information than 
is currently available on the World 
Wide Web. 

The logic of the deal was fairly sim- 
ple. First, Dialog would shave 
US$35m off the cost base. Then, by 
using its existing sorting technology, 
it will try to get existing Knight- 
Ridder customers to make more use 
of the database. 

So tar, Mr Wagner is as good as his 
word. Full-year 1997 profit figures, re- 
leased yesterday, were meaningless 
because they included just six weeks 
of the KRI acquisition. However, the 
cost savings have all been made and 
KRI's declining sales - the legacy of 
neglect by its previous owners - re- 
versed. A peripheral business should 
be sold soon, raising at least S20m 
(£12tnJ. 

That said, the jury is still out 
Dialog chose to fund a large chunk 
of the KRI deal with debt, leaving it 
with S180m of junk bonds with scary 
covenants on its balance sheet. The 
key to paying that off and getting the 
company back onto an even keel is to 
squeeze sales growth out of KRI. 

Given that the costs of maintain- 
ing the database are largely fixed, a 
large proportion of any additional rev- 
enue Dialog can generate will come 
straight through as profit 

Through forecasts are largely 
guesswork, analysts have pencilled in 
profits of about £24m for the coming 
year, which would put Dialog shares, 
down ll-5p yesterday to 152J5p, on a 


Dialog: At a glance 

Market value: £229m, share price 1515p (-Hip) 
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stake in the broker - dubbed the 
“Cazenove of Scandinavia 7 ’ - three 
years ago. Since then, Carnegie has 
enjoyed phenomenal success - its op- 
erating profits were up more than SO 
per cent last year to £32.7m. 

The shares dosed yesterday at 
184p, up 3p, and brokers’ estimates put 
the company on a forward PE of 
around 125. This looks good value giv- 
en the group’s potential both as an ac- 
quirer- Singer is currently thought to 
be on the acquisition trail in the UK 
fund management sector - and an ac- 
quiree -the group would make a good 
catch for the big boys of the investment 

banking world. Buy. 


Beazer looks 
good value 


forward PE ratio of less than 10. 

If Dialog can hit that targets, the 
shares are cheap. But until Mr 
Wagner delivers, the question marks 
remain. 


One of the few, 
and worth having 


NO ONE seems quite sure howto treat 
Singer & Fried! ander. If you check its 
share price it is rather unhelpfully 
grouped under “other financials". 
Journalists tend to prefer the more nos- 
talgic “one of the last independent 
British banks”, despite the fact that 
banking acooimts for only around a fifth 
of profits. Others pl ump for the func- 
tional but unwieldy “ hanking , broking, 
investment and asset management” 
group. 


Many in the City view Singer & 
Friedlander as a glorified stockbroker. 
True, stockbroking accounted for the 
vast majority of the* group’s annual prof- 
its in 1997. The group made a total prof- 
it of £55m in the year to December, 
before tax and exceptionaJs. Around 
three-quarters of this derived from 
stockbroking. 

But to focus purely on the group’s 
' broking division is a disservice to its 
other activities, in particular its bur- 
geoning asset management busi- 
ness. 

Perhaps the best description of the 
company is “a financial services op- 
portunist”. Singer’s key strength in re- 
cent years has been its ability to snap 
up good value companies in the fi- 
nancial sector and integrate them suc- 
cessfully into the group. 

The group’s investment in the 
Nordic broker Carnegie is a case in 
point Singer bought a controlling 


BEAZER, the UK’s third largest 
housebuilder, has a right to feel 
peeved that its share price fell 9-5p 
to 214p yesterday even though it an- 
nounced a 32 peT cent rise in pre-tax 
profits to £3 1.4m for the six months 
to December. 

No doubt the fact that it failed to 
smash analysts’ forecasts like Barratt 
did 24 hours had something to do with 
it but ir still produced results in line 
with expectations. 

Highlighting growing planning de- 
lays which are causing land prices to 
esailate hardly helped its case, but the 
group is not unique in facing these 
problems and it still managed to 
grow operating margins by more than 
2 percentage points to 12L2 per cent. 
And its long land bank should give 
extra insurance against a future rise 
in costs. 

A sharp rise in the house budding 
sector in recent months has also 
prompted investors to consider tuck- 
ing away some profits. 

However Beazer, like Barratt, has 
one of the most respected manage- 
ment teams in the sector which makes 
it a more attract iv e bet that most. 

Beazeris completions rose 12 per 
cent and selling prices were up 4 per 
cent, and the group should be able to 
maintain this sort of growth rate for 
the next few years. 

Charles Church, its recently ac- 
quired upmarket housebuilder, has 
been restructured and is now firing on 
all cylinders. 

Broker Williams de Broe forecasts 
current year profits of £74m, putting 
the shares on a prospective p/e ratio 
of 11. Good value. 


Granada set to give 
ground on Savoy sale 


By Andrew Yates 


THE SALE of Savoy Group, 


go ahead despite resistance 
from some members of the 
Wontncr family, which owns a 
substantial stake in the group. 

Granada, the media and 
leisure giant, is preparing to 
cave- in to presaire from the 
Wbntners and give them a big- 
ger share of the spoils hr order 
to save the deal 

Gerry Robinson, Granada’s 
chairman, had been willing to 
dig his heels in over the relative 
valuations put on the Savoy’s B 
shares, which command more . 
votin g ri g frrs, and thelowcr-vot- 


Granada owns 68 pear cent of 
the A shares but only 42 per 
cent of the voting rights. Mr 
Robinson had wanted tosee the 
B shares valued at about two 
times the A shares. However ad- 
visers working on behalf of the 
family trusts wanted the Bs val- 


ued at she to seven times the As. 

NowMr Robinson is willing 
to return to the negotiating 
table and meet the family half 
way, according to industry 
sources, which could lead to the 
Bs being valued at around four 
to five times the Bs 

If the two sides can thrash 
out a deal it will gready enhance 

the chances of a sale, with bid- 
ders already lining up to buy the 
group. 

Lady Wontncr, whose agree- 
ment is crucial to any deaLhas 
■previously expressed reserva- 
tions about a sale. However, she 

is understood to be willing to go 

ahead with the deal as long as 
the family r** 11 achieve wfaat it 
deemed to be a fair share of the 
proceeds. 

Other family members, in- 
cluding Julian Wontner and his 
brother Giles, have reportedly 
spoken out against the deal. 
Nevertheless the final decision 
deal lies with the trustees of the 
family and charitable holdings. 


who could still press ahead 
with a sale despite a split with- 
in the Wontner clan. 

glackstone, the New York 

based investment bank, is still 
the front-runner to buy the 
Savoy, which also owns the 
Berkeley, the Connaught and 
Oaridge’s. It has indicated it is 
willing to pay £520m for the 
group and has teamed up with 
pp i Johnson, former chief ex- 
ecutive of the Ritz-Carlton 
hotel chain 

Negotiations are continuing 
and centre on whether the bid 
for the group should indude or 
exdude the millions of pounds 

the group irians to pay out in div- 
idends. The Savoy A shares 
rose lOp to I675p yesterday on 
renewed hopes of a sale. 

Blackstone has yet to table 
a firm offer or embark on due 
diligence of the Savoy group. 
This could be a long drawn out 
process. Any sale will also have 
to be agreed ai an extraordinary 
general meeting. 


BAe raises £764m in 
sale of Orange shares 


By Michael Harrison 


BRITISH Aerospace yesterday raised £764m by 
selling the bulk of its holding in Orange, the mo- 
bile phone operator, in an institutional placing. 

The deal will net BAe a profit of about £700m 
on its original investment and leave it with a 5 
per cent shareholding-worth a farther £235m. 

BAe sold 193m shares- lfi.ll percent of Or- 
ange- to SBC ^zbutg at 395.75p a share. The 
shares were in turn offered at 399p. 

The company had been widely expected to ^ 
down its Orange holding and was persuaded to 
go ahead after assurances from SBC IKfaibuzg 
that the placing would not damage Orange. Its 
share price ended the day 26p lower at 392p. 

BAe originally held a 31-5 per cent stake in 
Orange alongside Hutchison Whampoa of Hong 
Kong. Its investment in Orange peaked at 
£320m but the bulk ofthiswas recouped in 1996 
when Orange floated at205p a share and BAe 
sold down just under 10 per qpnt of Its share- 
holding raising £245m. 

BAe said it would realise an exceptional prof- 
bbefare tax of£368m on yesterday’s sale since the 
shares were held in its books at the flotation price. 

Graham Howe, Orange finance director , said 
, the sale would increase the liquidity of Orange 
shares substantially. ~ 


Takeover talks boost 
Northern Leisure 


Ci 


By Andrew Yates 


SHARES in Northern Leisure, the fast growing 
nightclub owner,. leapt 65p to 5825p yesterday 
after the group admitted it was in takeover ta lks . 
However the identity of the potential bidder re- 
mains unknenvn. 

Rank, the biggest nightclub owner in the coun- 
try, is not behind the bid approach, industry 
sources say. First Leisure, run by Michael 
Grade, the former media mogul, is also thought 
unlikely to make a bid. - 
- Pub groups such as Bass. Whitbread and Al- 
fied-Domecq are believed to have ruled them- 
selves out, raising the prospect that a buyef£-> 
outside the industry may have begun talks with 
Northern Leisure. 

Northern Leisure’s share price has risen rapid- 
ly over the past few years as it has successfully 
expanded its nightclub estate. 

The group is now valued at almost £350m, al- 
though any bidder will have to offer more than 
that to be sure of capturing the company. 

Nick Oppenheim, chairman, said: “Given the 
company’s prospects it will have to be a gener- 
ous offer to secure our recommendation.” 

Northern Leisure is accelerating its acquisi- 
tion programme, havingeannarked at least £30m 
to open more than 15 sites a year. 
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233M-2 


The new 233M-2 Time Machine Indudes everything you want in a home PC 
and delivers higher performance than our 233-2e Pentium - D processor 
based system -all at a only btoedbte price of just £ 1099 +VAT. 

With Interest Free Credit spread ova- 2 years with easy monthly 
payments of |ust £28 per month, you will rux find a better deal 
anywhere. Buy it Now! 

Order early this week and daim 
your FREE Epson 
stylus colour Inkfet 
primer. Offer 
limited to 
first 1000 
orders. 


2 Tfeare Interest 
Free Credit 



• 233IM IBM 6J08MX PR233 
Processor wflh MMX" Technology 

• 32Mb RAM 

• 43Gb Hart Disk 

• sbk woks modem 

• 32x Max CD-ROM drive 

• 30 WginUta round 

• 512K pipefne burst cache 

• 4Mb SIS Advanced OhqNcs using 
system RAM 

• SFS25 maria powarud stereo 
speakers 

• ATX mWHower with advanced 
mothflrtxwd 

• IBM SS GOLD speech recognition 

• 14' SVGA M 02Bdp cotour screen 
{1? £69 +VAT ° £81-08 extra) 

■ PC Joystick, PC Microphone 
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FREE PMNIER OPsr 
• Mtodtolnt 1000 antes arty. 
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F1291- 33 
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233M-2 TV Model £ 


39 


Ai ebon bU «Mc- 

0.4Gb hud drtw • S4MRMI 
• 16* sassn (!7*£t48+VKr - E175JB extra 
. PC-TV lyatini vdh TaMaxt and wko 
captu re - MdsuFtane none • mckjdes 
FREE Ngtur *pao Epson 400 colour prMar. 
msr tree ***** at ranynpm * uu> 

OMKiVJD «acaw at narpwatdtm M 

etreuouc w-miik. 
tataBaant arratn-wi 


26611-2 TV Model 


toZBM-2 TV modeMaJtwttc- Foster 
UIHX PR20B poonar *th mx 
Technology • Lager &4Gb tad dkk • fflEE 
Mghar wpec Epson 800 odour prinfcr. Only 
£188 +VATfttt»ZBMZTVM0AL 


42 UK Showrooms 



FREE EPSON 
COLOUR PRINTER 

FM1000 merits only 
Epacn Stylus 300 color rtgatpcMB 
(PRP £15) -BO- Select nqund 
PCcabte.293M-2TVmotf 
comes wth fxgbor 
ipse Epson 4QQ 
printer. ZflBM-2 TV 
rmnM Mhi Epson i 
14QQ dp pctaler. 


Time Machine GT Bundle omy ess +vAr.cnum«ra. 
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Freephone Time Now ! 


0800 77 11 07 HTWITE 


smnLtanC^Uonfce-F^ua^Jl^SUv MWm-MUm 

All offers end 28th March 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
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Monday 20 April 1998 


Business Design Centre, London N1 


A one day national conference for policy makers in higher and further education 
to look at the implementation of the Government’s proposals on the creation of 
a University for industry. It will examine the role that further and higher education 
institutions can play by working together and with business at a local, regional 
and national level increasing the skills and knowledge of the workforce, as well 
as supporting research and development in industry and commerce. 


Speakers Include: 


Dr Kim Howells MP, 

Parliamentary Under Secretary, DFEE 

Rosie Boycott, 

Editor, Vie Independent and The Independent on Sunday 



David Brown, 

Chairman, Motorola Ltd and Chair. 

UR Design and Implementation Advisory Group 


The voice of 

UK universities 


Higher 

Education 

Conferences 


Josh Hillman, 

Institute for Public Poky Research 


INDEPENDENT 


Simon Sperryn, 

Chief Executive, London Chamber of Commence and ln^^ 


nriaa 


Diana Warwick, 

Chief Executive, Committee of Vk»ChanceSors and Principals 

Dr Anne Wright CBE, 

Vice -Chancellor and Chief Executive, University of Sunderland 


Full Rate 
Reduced Rote 


DELEGATE FEES 

1 Total C 282 . 0 Q 


ip ported Rate 


Total £22$. 13 
Total £164.50 


For mom information, please contact 


# 




>P 






<■• i 




Neil Stewart Associates 


11 Dartmouth Street 
London SW1H 9BL 


tel 0171-222 1 280 
fax 0171-222 1278 
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Bulmer leaps further on rumours of French interest 
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PETER THAL LARSEN 


MENTION cider, end yon 
conjure up warm inures of 
farmers, orchards and the 
rolli ng hills of the West Coun- 
try. Unless you happen to be 
talking to an investor, in 
which case dder is synony- 
mous with g!ta"ig share 
prices. 

In i recent yeans, the market 
for cider ^ ai been s hrinking 
relentlessly. Racing the dual 
temptations of alcopops and 
cheap intoned beer m super- 
paikels, British boozers have 
increasingly decided to leave 
cider on the shell 

The result is that shares in 
all the quoted cider makers 
have more or kss halved in 
the past 12 months. Until 
Tuesday, that is, when shares 
in HP Bnbner took a sodden 
uncharacteristic leap. They 
did the same yesterday, dos- 
ing the day up 26pai 381 p. A 
month ago, they were 31 Dp. 

Accordjjig to wen-in- 
formed market sources, 
French drinks giant Pernod 
Ricard Ecnrrentty rannii^its 


slide rule over Bahner, which 
is responsible for tipples in- 
cluding Stroagbow, Wood- 
pecker and Scrumpy Jade. 
Pernod has already had a 
Look at rivals Matthew Clark 
and Menydown, but decided 

a gyripf * making an offer. 

Previous predaton have al- 
ways been de t err ed by the 
Buhner CasnOy’s large share- 
holding in the company, 
which means that they coaid 

Mod: any deal they didn't like. 

furious family members be- 
tween them have 23 per cent 
of the company, and h awe 
shown no sign of wanting to 
sell out. 

However, having seen the 
value of their boklhig fall by 
almost 40 per cent since the 

shares peaked at 626p early 
last year, they might now be 
rnene^ wfifing to Keren to some- 
one who offered them a de- 
cent price. 

A massive profit warning 
from Next yesterday dumped 
the retailer down a ma ssive 
173 lSp at 544p and dragged 


most of the other retailers 
down with iL Marks & 
Spencer lost l&5p to 603p 
while MTS dropped 18p to 
3445p. Arcadia, down 22p at 
464p and House of Fritter, 
7_5p fighter at 162^p. also 
suffered. 

JJB Sports continued hs 
recent slide as nnnoure of 
poor trading intensifed. The 
shares. 37-5p tighter at 635p. 
peaked al8225p a few weeks 


tulional shareholders. War- 
burg paid jost under 396p for 
the shares, and initially suc- 
ceeded in keeping the i rarket 
price around 400p. 

As the day wore on, how- 
ever, the broker found itself 
with spare stock and a num- 
ber of large trades went 
through at 395p. At the end of 
the day, 143J88 million shares 
had been traded That was kss 


The general sense of 
gloom was reflected in the 
market, which dropped 
steadily throughout the day. 
Although Footsie managed to 
recover some of the 117- 
point drop it was showing in 
the early afternoon, h still 
ended the day down 62.2 
points at S0OS.6. 

The biggest volume of the 
day was in mobile phone 
group Orange, where SBC 
V&rburgspcnl the day busily 
placing the 16.11 per cent 
stake it had taken over from 
British Aerospace with insti- 
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than the 193 million SBC 
^bxbuig started the day with, 
although market sources said 
the broker bad also success- 
fully placed blocks erf shares 
with investors in the US. 

Orange shares ended the 
day down 21.5pal397p, while 
BAe added 3p to 20G5p. 

Telecom stocks continued 
their recent retreat as 
takeover hopes Med. Local 
loop operator Colt Tfekcon, 
a former bid favourite, was 
slammed down 90p to 
12425p. The stock peaked at 
ift3flp eariier this mozuh. FT 
was 16p lighter at 634p while 

Cable & Wireless gave up the 

previous day’s gains to dose 
at 735p, down 19p. 

Media stocks were in de- 
mand. Capital Radio contin- 
ued its recent surge, finning 
18Jp to 7I8-5p. Tilevisioo 
group Carttan was up lip at 
460p and BSkyB added 5^5p 
to 472p. 

Security group Williams 
was (he best performing Foot- 
sie share with a 243p rise to 


451 after it unveSed plans to 
sell and float off peripheral 
businesses, as wen to return 
£300m lo shareholders. 

Disco group Northern 
Leisure boogied up 65p to 
5&L5p aftrr revealing it was 
in bad talks. Meanwhile engi- 
neer Rare dropped lOp to 
30p cm a profit wanting. The 
shares were over 120p less 
than sot mouths ago. 

The departure of two di- 
rectors gave a boosx to North- 
ern Irish group hwwwa* 

np40L5p at 236£p. The shares 
lnd from 762JSp to 

196p after a profit warning 
winch sparked aHegatioas that 
the two knew of problems at 
a subndtary befrwe they issued 
new shares when the jwice was 
stiH h»^i- Analysts said the firm 
could now be a bid target. 

UK Safety eased 0.75p to 
3.75 p. The protective dotting 
group is on the receiving end 
of a 2^p a share bid from a 
management buyout team, 
and is only surviving with 
help from Bank of Scotland. 


taki ng st ock 

ON AIM, Albemarle & Bond 

8nBe d2^ptoS5p. The 

griwp recently 

^ to Texas rival Ezcorp 
take a 29.9* per cent stake - 
h^bekw the krel requiring 
.formal bid. Albermarte 

erecutives «re meeting tbeir 
^enuntearperts over the 
£u(Erwtkari to find out 
wbat their intentions are. 

FOUNTAIN Ewrwtiy 
dropped &5p to 16 Ip cm 
AIM. The Stares, floated at 

75p late last year, had soared 
to l*7^p earlier tithe 
Booth helped by the feci that 


tax reflet However the 
uwriwwt abolition of the tax 

break has prompted 

Investors to rethink the 

stock’s merits. 

STRIPTEASE chib operator 
Cherokee Leisure, quoted on 
Ofex, is opening an outlet In 
Birmingham*. The dub, to be 
called Cherokee at Club 64, 
will open Its doors to punters 
on April 3. Cherokee already 
has two other dobs. The 

shares eased 2p to X9p. 
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Soaring wage bill hits 
profits at Tottenham 


By Andrew Yates 


TOTTENHAM Hotspur’s wage 
bill has soared as the football 
(dub struggles to avoid relegation 
from the Premier League. Star 
signings, such as David Ginola 
and Les Ferdinand, have caised 
the chib’s expenses to jump by 
a third to £7.5m in the six 
months to January. 

Spiralling wages meant Tot- 
tenham's operating profits re- 
mained flat at £7.4m despite a 
shar p rise in television income 
from a new contract with BSkyB, 
the satellite broadcaster. 

Wigc costs are due to rise 
even higher in the second half. 
A spate of recent signings in- 
cluding Jurgen KUnsman. the 
German international striker 
from Sampdoria, Moussa Saib, 
the Algerian midfielder who 
joined from Valencia forJEZ5m, 
and Nicola Beni, the Italian 
midfielder signed from Inter 
Milan, will push annual player 
and match expenses well over 
the £15m mark. The club has 
also been forced to install a new 


coaching team to replace de- 
parting manager Gerry Francis, 

including his successor 
Christian Gross from Grasshop- 
per Zurich, and David Pleat as 
director of football 
John Sedgwick. Spun’ fi- 
nance director, said yesterday 
“We have basically doubled our 
wags by adding new players, Wfe 


to fight off relegation.” 

Tottenham is currently 
fourth from bottom in the Pre- 
miership and faces a d ramati c 
slump in profits if fails to stave 
off relegation. The club esti- 
mates it will lose at least £3m in 
television income as a member 
of Nationwide Division One. 

Sales of replica shirts and dub 
merchandise have already suf- 
fered from the club’s poor 
league form. Mr Sedgwick also 
pointed out that the demand for 
sportswear looks to have peaked, 
with suppliers left with spare 
stock on their hands. He believes 
that the market is bound to fall 
by up to 10 per cent. 

However Tottenham be- 


lieves its merchandise sales 
could double, or even triple, if 
it can survive the drop and 
make it to the top three in the 
Premiership next season. 

Alan Sugar, Tottenham’s 
chairman, had been looking at 
making acquisitions abroad and 1 
forming partnerships with for- 
eign clubs. Those plans have 
taken a back seal unril the 
club's Premiership fate has 
been decided. Ibttenham is 
also unlikely to follow the lead 
of Manchester United and set 
up its own TV channel 

Tottenham's pre-tax profits 
fell to £4m (£6m) reflecting a 
sharp rise in transfer fees to 
£3.4m. Gate receipts edged up 
to £&&d (£8-7m) but should get 
a fillip from the opening of a 
new North Stand which will in- 
crease the capacity of the 
ground to 36,500. Ibttcnham’s 
shares rose 2p to 70p yesterday 
but have almost halved in value 
since peaking in 1997. 

Spurs face a crucial show- 
down with fellow strugglers 
Crystal Palace this weekend. 



Expensive: Signings like Jurgen Klinsman mean wage 
costs are due to rise erven higher in the second half 


Further £3. 6m legal 
bill for Queens Moat 


By Andrew Yates 


QUEENS Moat Houses, the 
hotelier embroiled in a lengthy 
legal battle with its former 
management team, said the 
case had cost the group £3.6m 
last year on top of a £1. 1 m legal 
bill in 19%. 

Andrew Coppel, QMfTs 
chief executive, said he re- 
mained confident of winning the 
High Court case against John 
Bairstow, former chairman of 
the group, and three other ex- 
directors who are claiming 
wrongful dismissal He said 
most of the legal costs were now 
behind the group. 

The legal action harks back 
to the early 1990s when QMH 
almost collapsed under a moun- 
tain of debt as the hotel mar- 
ket plunged into recession and 
the vahie of its properties was 


slashed. The rise in litigation 
costs caused QMH"s expenses 


to rise 50 per cent to £9. 4m. 

Even so QMH unveiled a 
rise in underlying pre-tax prof- 
its of £19.6m (£4.6m) thanks to 
a strong recovery in the UK 
hotel market 

QMH is considering selling 
its 11 hotels in France and Bel- 
gium which have a book value 
of around £40m in an effort to 
reduce debts and concentrate its 
resources on other European 
markets. 

It has also put “for sale” sign 
over four hotels in Germany 
and one in Switzerland as the 
group completes the shake-up 
of its portfolio. 

The group reduced its debt 
mountain from £933m to 
£810m during the year, but is no 
nearer to arranging a debt for 
equity swap with its bankers. 


Flare Group shares plunge as 
it revises forecasts downwards 


SHARES in Flare Group lost 
about a quarter of their value 
yesterday after the building 
materials company said it was 
revising its estimate of pre-tax 
profit for the year ended 31 
December downwards from 
£750,000-£1.25m to between 
£100.000 and £200.000. 

It said the group's position 
has continued in be affected by 
the economic situation in Asia 
and by the strength of sterling 
in the last quarter of 1997. The 
shares fell lOp to dose at 30p. 

"The warm winter ad- 
versely affected the group's 
heater brick business and re- 
ported results from others in 
the ceramics industry are evi- 
dence of difficulties being ex- 
perienced by many of our 
principal customers, which 
similarly affected our busi- 
ness adversely in the last 


quarter,” Flare Group said. . 

ft said it had already taken 
active measures to reduce 
costs in all areas of the busi- 
ness. The strategy of concen- 
trating on specific non-Asian 
markets has begun to take 


Flare Group 

share price, pence 
160 
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effect and the group is seeing 
an encouraging level of po- 
tential business, it said. 

It said it expected, later in 
the year, to launch several 
new consumable products 
which have considerable po- 
tential both in terms of mar- 
ket size and revenue in 1999 
and beyond. 

Last November, shares in 
Flare fell sharply when it issued 
a profits warning, saying that 
because of “exceptional” eco- 
nomic conditions in Asia, it 
had revised down its expecta- 
tions for pre-tax profits in 
1997 to between £750,000 and ' 
£L25m. 

The group will report its re- 
sults late next month. The 
company’s shares have col- 
lapsed from a recent peak of 
1495p last April. 
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deal Mr Bradshaw has bought 9 Pf r “?!5 
Winchester’s shares forjust 

ipg Mr Smith as the company s bjggest share 

holder with a 26 per cent stake. v 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 



SIR GRAEME ODGERS has been appoint- 
ed a non-executive director of Southern Elec- 
tric, his first new job since stepping down as 
chairman of the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission last December. Sir Graeme said 
lastyear that he wias leaving the MMC in order 
to get back into business before it was too late 
to rack up a reasonable pension. 

Southern Electric, the only independent 
British-owned electricity company, has also ap- 
pointed Brace Farmer as chairman-desig- 
nate, to succeed Km Coates on 1 April- Dr 
Fanner is currently chairman and was recently 
chief executive of Morgan Cracibie. 

Sir Graeme has a lengthy and distin- 
guished CV. He was chief executive of Alfred 
McAIpine from 1990 until joining the MMC 
in 19& He was managing director of British 
Tfelecom from 1986 to 1990, and before that 
finance director and then managing director 


THERE’S ONE thing worse tim a Sco^nan 

and an Englishman having a scrap, and that s 

“principles of accountancy , of ^ 
Paterson, head of Ernst & 
technical services department and. author of 
“UK GAAP" (don’t ask), has loosed off yet 
another broadside at fellow Scot S«ri towd 
ivreedie. head of the Accounting Standards 
CToSe ASS's long-awaited 'State- 

ment of Principles. ... _ - ■ 

SirDavid first issued a draft of ^ 
pies over three yearn ago, prompungMr 
Paterson to lead a campaign to have them dras- 
tically altered. Yesterday Mr Patcnson issued 
a paper titled “Time for Action . which de- 
manded the immediate publication of Su 
David’s latest proposals. The paper came with 
an accompanying statement which asked: 

“Why are we waiting?” . 

Perhaps they 'should just decide it with 

pistols at 12 paces. 


of Ihnnac. Sir Graeme also had spells with 
GEC and the DTL No doubt some more non- 
exec posts are on the way. 


CAMBRIDGE University’s Business School 
is breaking out with a new lecturer for prison 
studies. And no, this does not mean courses 
for white collar criminals in bow to while away 
the hours at Ford Open Prison. 

Allan W*ster is joining the appropriately 
named Judge Institute of Management Stud- 
ies as a part-time lecturer in public sector man- 
agement Hb job will be to enable senior prison 
officers to “develop a strategic approach to 
leadership”. Mr Webster arrives amongst the 
glittering spires with plenty of experience, not 
feast from his time as a senior governor in the 
Scottish Prison Service. Anyone thinking oF 
driving off lectures, beware. 


GARY SMITH has snatched Krifh Bradshaw 
from the world of nursing homes to become 
non-executive chairman of Wfcchester Enter- 
tainment, the film and TV company Mr 
Smith founded five years ago. 

Mr Smith has beat seeking to split his role 
as chairman and chief executive for some time, 
and reckons recruiting someone with Mr Brad- 
shaw’s experience is quite a coup. Mr Brad- 
shaw recently sold his Thkarfc Biasing home 
company, which he stinted from sotttefi in 
1979, to Bupa for £270tn. 

Mr Smith says: “We’re growing faMy 
quickly so Keith’s a gdod person to haste, with 
his experience of managing a growing company. 
He’s got good contacts in the City as wdL” 
Winchester is listed on AIM and scored a 
hit last year with the film Shooting Fak, a 
comedy which has grossed $12m world-wide 
so far. It opens in the USsoon- The company, 
based in Kingly Street in Soho, London, also 
makes children's TV progr am mes. 

Mr Smith says Mr Bradshaw will mostly 
work on the film finance side. As part of the 


GREENWICH NatWest. the global debts 
market division of NatWhst, has made a num- 
ber of appointments in sales and trading. AvnL 
Pomper joins as a director and head of Swiss 
credit sales, from Paribas Capital Markets. 
Natasha Jacobs, also from Paribas, joins as 
aasisfant director ofSwiss credit sales. Roberta 
Cristino becomes director responsible for Ital- 
ian sales from Sotiete Generate, while Mhu 
Namba joins Greenwich NatWest in Tokyo as 
_ a credit trader from CSFB. 

Andrew McGuire has been appointed di- 
^rector responsible for eurodollar trading, 
Y joining from Deutsche Morgan GrenfelL 
A^ fraatty, Odncan Sankey joins as a direc- 
’ tor aimf Bead ctf credit research. 


CITY LAWYERS aren’t all hard-hearted 
blocks of ioe a&erailL Herbert Smith, the City 
firm, has raised £1^00 for Macmillan Cancer 
Relief tty hosting a charity quiz night for 
bankers in the Square Mile. A dozen' teams 
of City banks* each joined tty members of ftejr- 
bert Smith's corporate finance department, 
competed in seven gruelling rounds of gen- 
eral knowledge questions and a marathon 
round. First prize went to Lazard Brothers. 
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Liffe cuts fees as battle 
with Frankfurt escalates 


By Lea Paterson 

THE LONDON lotertuttioual Roandai 
Futures and Options Fsrfmngr (Liflle) 
has sparked o ff another round in “the 
battle of the exchanges” by cutting its 
prices in a move designed to claw back 
market share from arch-rival DTB, the 

electronic exchange based in Frankfort. 

Liffe is to cut its transaction fees on 
its financial futures and options prod- 
nets, in an attempt to encourage “addi- 
tional usage" of Lifife's products, 
according to Daniel Hodson, the ex- 
change’s chief executive. 

From 1 April, the transaction charges 
for all financial futures and options con- 
tracts— esetudmg the Emtyeti futures con- 
tract -vdfl.be reduced to 25p per lot per 
side. Previously, the rate for financial fu~ 


Tlie move is put of a cohosted cam- 
paign by the exchange to reassert itself 
in the competitive European marfccL 
■ Two weeks ago, liffe airnCTrooeritiie 
main results of a wide-ranging review 
of its strategic (Erection. The key pro- 
posal was the decision to develop an 
electronic trading system by the end of 
next year which will operate alongside 
its traditional “open ouhay^gstan-Tbe 
exchange also said it would cut trans- 
action fees —the derails of which were 
announced yesterday. 

Liffe has lost market share to elec- 
tronic exchanges recently, particularly 
DTB. Large players appear to be in- 
creasingly disaffected with The exchange 
- both Uoyds TSB and Nikko, the 

Japanese bank, have scaled down their 
presence. 

Especially idling for Liffe has been 


the success of DTB m trading the pres- 
tigious German bond (Bund) contract. 
Last month, Liffe’s share of the 10-year 
Bund futures market sank to 39 per cent, 
down from 70 per cent a year ago. 

The exchange's rivals added insult to 
injury earlier this week when the 
Deutsche Boise took out full-page ad- 
verts in a number of UK national news- 
papers, offering to install DTB’s 
electronic system at Liffe for free. 

Life was not amused. The DTB sys- 
tem does not have the superior func- 
tionality we require," remarked Jack 
Wriggkswortb, liffe’s chairman. 

The recent decision of two rival ex- 
changes to merge has simply heaped 
more pressure on Liffe’s shoulders. 
Earlier this month, the Chicago Board 
of Trade, the world's largest derivatives 
exchange, said it intended to link up with 


Eurex, the electronic European ex- 


Iri May, liffe’s proposals for change 
win be given further consideration by 
member firms at an eoraanfinaiy gen- 
eral meeting. Members are expected to 

rubber-stamp plans to introduce efec- 
tronic trading mid will also discuss Liffe’s 
controversial scheme to relocate ax Spi- 
talfidds in East LontknLOrixrlidy top- 
ics for dkcussfon mdude liffe’s ownership 

structure. Mr Hodson has hinted it could 
incorporate and float on the stock mar- 
ket. 

Separately. Liffe announced yester- 
day that Datastream/ICV and Reuters 
would sell and support a tiffc-devdoped 

software package which provides access 
to Liffe Connect, the exchange’s new 
dectnmicplatfonnforaadingindividual 
equity options. 
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Investment trusts 
face break-up threat 


By Andrew Verity 


BRITAIN'S £6Qbn investment 
trust rndushy yesterday began to 
crack under the strain of hostile 
corporate activity as a leading 
Barings tnet said il would grant 
some of the wishes of share- 
holders who want to break it up. 

Barings’ £300m Tribune In- 
vestment Ttusi faces demands 
from rebel shareholders who 
want the trust broken up and 
switched into unit trusts, al- 
lowing them to realise a rapid 
gam of 10 per cent overnight. 

The gain is possible because 
shares in Baring Tribune, like 
other investment trusts, hade at 
a sharp discount to the value of 
the assets held. If the trust is um- 
tised, a 9 per cent discount is 
wiped out and shareholders in 
Baring Tribune realise a quick 
10 per cent return. 

Advance UK, an investment 
■fund which specialises in this 
form of arbitrage, has taken a 
2 per cent stake in the trust and 
persuaded fellow shareholders 
to bade their plan to unitise the 
trust, whidi will be put toavote 
at an agm next Thursday. 

The vote, which could strip 
Barings of £300m of funds 
under management, has forced 
it to announce it will allow 
people to seD out without be- 
ing hit by a 9 per cent discount 
It insists those who remain with 
the trust will not see their hold- 
ings shrink. 

Arbitrageurs have put the in- 


vestment trust industry under 
siege by taking stakes in trusts 
which are perceived to have un- 
derperformed (see list). 

Advance UK, a £50m fund, 
lakes a small stake in a trust winch 
it wants to target. If it can per- 
suade enough insdtntiooal share- 
holders lo come on board, it can 
force a vote on unitising the trust 
Unless minority shareholders 
muster enough votes to oppose 
it, they are forced 10 sell out 

The arbitrageurs have been 
criticised by CUy traditionalists 

Sli c k as Tain Waft, thg chairman 

of Edinburgh Fund Managers. 
They say the “arbs" neglect the 
interests of minority investors, 
who invest in investment trusts 
because of low charges and bet- 
ter performance. The minority 
shareholders are forced to give 
up their holdings or shift into a 
unit trust, where charges can be 
three -times as high. “The mi- 
nority shareholders are bascaDy 
stuffed," Mr Wktt said. 

Fund managers face more 
open hostQily from American ar- 
bitrageurs which base them- 
selves in the Cayman kLands and 
Bermuda. American arbs, trad- 
ing under names such as Liv- 
erpool limited Ihrtneiship and 
Westgate International Limited 
Partnership, typically build up 
a 20-30 per cent slake in an in- 
vestment trust and then force a 
vote - or even bid for the trust 

Investment trusts are in- 
creasingly being forced to offer 
share buy-backs or other in- 
centives as the arbs move in. 


Lastweek, Kkanwort’s Overseas 
Investment Hus! offered to 
buy back shares and recon- 
struct itself. Sierra Trading, the 
New York company behind 
Liverpool Partnership, rejected 
this and demanded an egm to 
put its own proposals. 

Peter Walls, an investment 
trust analyst with Credit Lyon- 
nais Laing, describes the 
strategy as a form of “green- 
mail" - forcing a trust to buy 
back shares at inflated prices. 

“The stake has to get to a 
level where the aggressor has 
got a powerful or strong posi- 
tion. There has to be evidence 
that the trust has been under- 
perfonmpg. You have got to feel 
sorry for the investor who has 
had a solid investment trust for 
years. What they are going to be 
offered is a unit bust with man- 
agement fees three times as 
high. If they try to take cash, 
they face capital gains tax." 

Michael Hart, the former di- 
rector-general of the invest- 
ment trust trade body, the 
AITC, described the arbi- 
trageurs as part of an “invest- 
meut trust-rubbishing industry”. 
If an investment trust gets 
enough bad publicity, demand 
for shares drops. 

As discounts grow, the arbs' 
arguments become more pow- 
erful. In 1994, the average dis- 
count was just 3B per cent. By 
last September, tins had hit 
14.1 per cent. As a result, 
British investment trusts are in- 
creasingly vulnerable. 






Changed man: Hamanaka arriving in court yesterday 
(top), his black hair having apparently turned grey 


Copper 
fraudster 
gets eight 
years 


THE FORMER chief copper 
trader at Sumitomo has been 
sentenced to eight years in 
prison alter pleading guilty to 
hiding $2.6bn (£1.6bu) in 
trading losses, the largest fi- 
nancial disaster ever blamed 
on a single trader. 

Yasuo Hamanaka. 50, lied 
and forged documents as his 
losses snowballed while be 
bought 1 milli on tons of cop- 
per over a decade in a des- 
perate attempt to keep prices 
up. Hamanaka bought so 
much copper - as much as 5 
per cent of all that metal 
traded in the world each year 
—that traders dubbed him Mr 
Copper. 

His lawyers said he would 
appeal, and be remains out 
on bail. Prosecutors had 
asked for a 10-year sentence. 
The judge cut that by two 
yeas since it was Hamanaka's 
first offence. “Hamanaka’s 
actions greatly shook Sumit- 
omo's corporate foundation,’' 
said Judge Yoshifumi Asaya- 
ma. “He caused turmoil in 
the international copper mar- 
ket. There’s no room for 
more leniency." 

Sumitomo said it had 
tightened supervision of its 


r 


traders since the fraud was 
discovered in June, 1996, as 
US and British authorities in- 
vestigated manipulation of 
the copper market. 

Kcnji Miyahara. Sumito- 
mo president, said:, “The 
company's internal controls 
have always been consistent 
whh industry standards. Nev- 
ertheless, after discovering 
Mr Hamanaka's unauthorised 
activities, we evaluated our in- 
ternal coo trd system and em- 
ployed new measures." 

From 1985 until his expo- 
sure in 1996, Hamanaka 
boegfat copper in such copious 
quantities that he single-hand- 
edty kept pricesrismg in order 
to foresian fosses ouafi the cop- 
per he had already amassed. 

That infuriated traders 
who had bet the other way and 
generated rumours for years 
that he and Sumitomo were 
manipulating the market. * 

In a hearing last year, 
Hamanaka pleaded guilty to 
fraud and ffcagery, admitting he 
forged documents and stole 
75.6 billion yen (£355m) from 
one of the company’s Hong 
Kong units to cover up the 
decade unauthorised trades. 

-Bloomberg 


Engineer’s 

shares 

surge 

after 

chiefs quit 

Br Karry 


SHARES in Boweracreen In- 
ternational, the troubled engi- 
neering company, surged 
yesiesday after its chief executive 
and finance director resigned 
Shay McKeown stepped 

down from his chief executive 

post yesterday but will remain 

as a consultant, and Barry Cos- 


immediately. 

Powtascrccn executivtx haw 

withstood calls for their tysig" 
nations since “irregularities" 
in (be accounting books of their 
subsidiary M&tbro were an- 
nounced in January. The group 
saw approximately £250m 
wiped finm its market value and 
immediately set aside £47m to 
cover the gap. A pie-tax lues of 
£10m is forecast, and share 
values have nearly halved. 

"The board bad lost confi- 
dence in them (Mr McKeown 
and Mr CbsgroveJ and barical- 
Jy there was board pressure for 
them to leave." a spokesman for 
Pdwcrscrcen said yesterday. 

Analysts said mounting 
shareholder pressure was be- 
hind the moves. The company 
has been surrounded hy alle- 
gations that sensitive informa- 
tion was withheld just before a 
share issue. 

Mr Cosgrove has been ac- 
cused of attending a Malhro 
sales meeting in December 
1997 during which the com- 
pany’s pricing difficulties were 
discussed. Three million shares 
were issued on 18 December, six 
weeks before Foweiscreen an- 
nounced the “irregularities" 
which sent stock values plum- 
meting. Yesterday the share 
price surged 4CL5p to 1365p fol- 
lowing the announcement 

Colin Fell, an analyst with 
Drcsdner JQeinwort Benson, 
said: “The feet that somebody 
could have sat in on a meeting 
doesn't mean that he knew 
they were going to lose £46m. 
from where we stand, there is 
no way of knowing. 

“Clearly, they [the board] 
have been extremely unhappy 
bat I don’t know how much 
more they can expect.” 

The departure of Mr Mc- 
Keown and Mr Cosgrove fol- 
lows that of Patrick Dooey, 
sales and marketing director, 
whose resigned in February. 

An investigation by Power- 
screen's auditors, KPMG, is 
expected to be completed with- 
in a week. Price VAuerhouse has 
been hired to review the work 
undertaken by KPMG. 


indepSKdent 


WIN A FAIRYTALE BREAK AT 

Dalhousie Castle 




lata part in our unique 
competition -and you could be 
enjoying an unforgettable 
romantic weekend ar the 13th 
century Dalhousie Casde 
hotel. Soared In countryside 
just 20 minutes from the heart 
of Edinburgh, the casde has 
played host to many famous 
historical figures from Oliver 
Cromwell ro Queen Victoria. 

Your prize would indude two 
nights luxury accommodation 
for two in a Cisde doubtehwin 
room wbh a complimentary 
room upgrade, subject ro 
availability, foil Scottish 
breakfasts, dinners in the fine 
(fining barrel-vaulted Dungeon 
restaurant and a 
complimentary botde of 
champagne cm arrival Prize t» 
be taken by 31/10/98. 


leave your name and full 
address. 


Qs When b Bums night 
celebrated! 

Call 0930 514 881 
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Hoddle leans towards experience 


Glenn Moore looks at the relevance of 
England's Swiss friendly to the real thing 


FOURTEEN World Cup final- 
ists. almost half the sunumer en- 
try, played warm-up friendlies on 
Wednesday night. Just three. 
Brazil. Spain and Denmark, 
gained a victory: Bulgaria. 
France and Austria lost to non- 
qualifiers Macedonia, Russia 
and Hungary respectively: and 
only Genuany-Brazi] attracted 

more than 25.000 spectators. 

In that context England's 
scrambling draw with Switzer- 
land in Berne does not look as 
shabby us it appeared at the 
time. One does wonder, how- 
ever. what is the point of all 
these phoney wars. 

While the England coach, 
Glenn Hoddle. moons that 
Brazil, with their pre-finals pro- 
gramme of non-stop friendlies, 
are “a motorway ahead of us” in 
preparation, the world champi- 
ons have only one further match, 
against Argentina in Rio next 
month, arranged while he has 
four. His seven-match build-up 
since qualifying is also well ahead 
of Spain's quartet of matches and 
Italy's three-game itinerary. 

But does it matter? Den- 
mark players prepared for the 
1992 European Championships, 
which they won after being 
summoned os a late replace- 
ment for Yugoslavia, by sun- 
bathing or home-dccorating. 
England only discovered their 
winning 1966 side in the quar- 
ter-finals. The problem is as- 
sessing (he relevance of 
performances in friendly match- 
es to the real thing. 


Certainly Hoddle will have 
learned little from Wednesday 
night. Martin Keown, Gareth 
Southgate and Rio Ferdinand 
are all good defenders with 
limitations in possession, Paul 
I nee is a key player in the mid- 
field battle, and England look 
better balanced with a linking 
striker, like Teddy Sheringham, 
than two out-and-out forwards. 

But we knew all that already. 

Worringly it also underlined 
a message from the defeat to 
CbDe last month. Without Paul 
Gascoigne England lack cre- 
ativity. In three hams’ football 
without him they have created 
less than a handful of chances. 

“It was such a difficult pitch 
I'm not sure that even Paul 
could have shaped that game,” 
said Hoddle but be added: “At 
his best he can control the 
gome and in the last four per- 
formances he has done that” 

Johan Cruyff recently sug- 
gested that 30 minutes of Gas- 
coigne were worth 90 from most 
playere and England should 
pick him even if they only got 
half an hour from him. “It is an 
interesting point,” said Hoddle, 
“because no player can dictate 
for 90. minutes anyway. If you are 
looking for someone to control 
different parts of a game for 20 
lo 30 minutes then Paul could 
do that whether we say ‘we'D give 
you 60 minutes and take you 
off, or bring him on. He has that 
ability.” 

Of other players he thought 
Steve McManaman “bad a real 



Alan Shearer, the England striker, collides with Switzerland^ goalkeeper, Jdel Corminboeuf, diving Wednesday* l-I draw In Berne 


Photograph: AP 


go though the pitch didn't suit 
him and was as good as any in 
the second half”; Michael Owen 
“found out it was a lot tougher 
at this level but it was pan of his 
education"; Paul Merson “took 
his goal well”; and Rio Ferdi- 
nand “needs time to be nursed 
into the position, it was his first 
full game and he did ok”. 

The sweeper plan is beginning 
to look too ambitious given the 
timespan. Ferdinand can defend 


and Jamie Redknapp, who swept 
in the B/Under-21 team's Tues- 
day defeat, can open the play with 
long-passing from the bade but 
neither can do bath. Redknapp 
is being groomed tong-term; ifbe 
is in the squad for France it will 
be as a midfielder. The final 
squad win be based on experi- 
ence. Mentioning Raul luce and 
Alan Shearer, Hoddle added: “I 
found out the experienced play- 
ers come back to the fore.” 


Tferry Venables realised die 
same. In his first match, in 
March 1994, his team was built 
around the spine of David Sea- 
man-Tbny Adams- Paul Ince- 
Alan Shearer. That was st21 the 
axis for Euro 96 and remains 
Hoddle's preferred core. But, 
due largely to injuries, the quar- 
tet has played together only 
eight times in 39 matches under 
the two managers, and only 
once under Hoddle. 


England are yet to lose with 
all four in the side and Venables 
was fortunate in that he could 
play them for four of the five 
Euro 96 matches. Hoddle will 
be hoping for similar fortune 
next summer. 

He names his final 22 on 2 
June after frieudhesagain^ Por- 
tugal and Saudi Arabia at Wem- 
bley, and Morocco and Belgium 
m Casablanca. Hoddle has so far 
called 54 players into his squads 


of which 39 have been capped. 
“Itwouki" be admitted, “be very 
difficult for anyone to break in 
now.” Eadier in the week he 
spoke of 13 certainties, this is how 
the other hopefuls are placed. 

ire Seamm Q No**. CkipbaL 8outtoato. 
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Brown studies his options and finds he has few 


By Phil Shaw 

SEVERAL Scotland players 
emerged from the setback in the 
World Cup wonn-up match 
against Denmark with reputa- 
tions enhanced. Sadly for 26,000 
spectators at Ibrox. they came 
almost exclusively from Craig 
Brown's list of absentees. 

The 1-0 defeat was the Scots’ 
ninth in 14 friendlies under 
Craig Brown, contrasting stark- 
ly with their performances in 


competitive games. While the 
result may have had scant sig- 
nificance for the June adventure 
against Brazil, Morocco and 
Norway, the disappointing dis- 
plays by some of Brown’s fringe 
candidates merely underlined 
the qualities of those missing 
through injuiy- 

“We have a good nucleus of 
14 to 15,” the Scotland manager 
said yesterday, “but there’s 
much of a muchness after that.” 
Gamely as he tried to talk up the 


input of Scot Ge mmill and Btl- 
fy McKinlay In midfield, their ef- 
forts paled next to the passing 
ability normally provided by 
John COUins and Paul Lambert 

The case for giving the Critic 
playmaker Craig Burley an op- 
portunity to fill Gary McAllis- 
ter’s role in the next game, 
against Finland in Edinburgh on 
22 April, was also unwittingly 
enhanced. 

The service fo the strikers was 
so lacking that it was difficult to 


assess foe capabih ties of Darren 
Jackson, Scott Booth and Eoin 
Jess. But Brown was sufficiently 
concerned about Scotland’s lack 
of scoring potential when Kevin 
GaHacher is unfit to admit that 
he wifi be monitoring the form 
of 35-year-old Ally McCoesl 
O ne consolation was that 
the bade three looked reasonably 
secure, notwithstanding Christ- 
ian Daillys mistake for the goal 
Tuesday’s 4-0 victory over 
Wales in foe B match at Cum- 


bernauld gave Brown food for 
thought as he ponders his se- 
lection to face the Firms. Tosh 
McKinlay, who played in all 10 
qualifying games for France 98 
but lost his place after frtiliag to 
find favour with Wim Jansen at 
Celtic, may yet have a part to 
play after making two goals. 

There were also some eye- 
catching saves by Jonathan 
Gould, whose form for. Celtic 
has made him unrecognisable 
from the goalkeeper who strug- 


gled to establish himself at 
Coventry and Bradford. 

Brown said he “could not ig- 
nore” Gould’s claims and ac- 
knowledged that there was still 
time for him to put p ress u re on 
Neil Sullivan as back-up to Jim 
Leighton and Andy Goram. 

Meanwhile, Scotland's cat- 
alogue of friendly failures was 
not the only record that came 
in for criticism yesterday. The 
official World Cup song by 
Brown's squad and foe group 


Del Amitri was attacked for 
being “dirge-like” by DJs on 
Radio Clyde. 

The station polled listeners 
for their preference between 
“Don’t Come Home Soot” and 
“Scotland Be Good”, by the 
Wse-istPSpe Band m the Wnid, 
based on Chuck Berry’s “John- 
ny B Goode”. The unofficial an- 
them, winch the Scottish Football 
Association allegedly refused to 
{day during half-time at Ibrox, 
took 97 per cent of foe votes. 


Ronaldo 
warns 
the world 

RONALDO provided Scotland 

-and foe rest of foe worid-wfo 

a potent reminder of his strik- 
ing prowess on Wednesday, 
just when foe Scots are having 
problems of their own in attack. 

Internazionale’s gifted 

yo ung striker is running into 
form at Lherigbt time with the 
World Cup finals approaching. 
That is bad news for Scotland, 
who face the holders in the 
opening match on 10 June. 

Ronaldo scored a marvellous 
min ner as Brazil gained u 2-1 vic- 
tory in a bad-tempered friend- 
ly gainst Germany in Stuttgart 
on Wednesday. The Scotland 
manager. Craig Brown, will 
study a video of the match in 
which two players were sent off. 
Brown said: “Tb go to Germany 
and beat them there is a major 
achievement. I will look at the 
game with interest." 

Ronaldo's goal, two min- 
utes from time, came when his 
pace left the defence standing 
before a quick feint took him 
around the German goalkeep- 
er Andreas Kopke. 

Brazil’s coach, Mario Za- 
gallo, said: “Ronaldo is a play- 
er who learned a lot at the 
World Cup in "94. He didn’t play 
but integrated himself into the 
side. He has developed mar- 
vellously as an athlete and 
gained maturity.” 

Zagallo’s faith in foe 21-year- 
old Ronaldo was emphasised in 
the second half when he gave 
him the captain's armband 
after Dunga was sent off. 

Germany's coach, Berti 
Vogts, was quick to label Brazil 
as his “absolute top favourites 
for the World Cup". However, 
Zagallo said: “I don't think 
you can folk about favourites at 
a World Cup, especially when 
you have countries like Italy and 
Germany there, both of whom 
have several world titles ” 

The other red card apart 
from Dunga went to foe Ger- 
many’s veteran central defend- 
er Jurgen Kohler, who was sent 
off for a vicious tackle on 
Roberto Carlos in the first half. 

The English referee, David 
Efleray, could have shown more 
than two red cards if he had not 
been in one of his lenient 
moods, such, was foe cynical 
nature of the game. 


Southport show Wales expose Fifa rankings 

there is life 

r>l Itcifta I pnai 1A R r Gu r Hodgson are going to play more games Peter Cargill is a spl 
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DENT INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


One day national conference to consider up to date research into the impact of student fees 
and loans on student choices in higher and further education. A conference for university 
vicechancellors and senior management, college principals and chief executives, admissions 
deans, entrance administrators, student services providers, college marketing officers and 
head teachers to examine options for action in response to the new funding structure. 


Baroness Blackstone, 
Rosie Boycott, 
Dr John Brennan, 
Dr Geoffrey Copland, 
Bill Eyres, 
Tony Higgins, 
Diana Warwipk, 
Carole WhiOy, 
Chris Yapp, 


SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

Minister of State, Department for Education and Employment 
Editor, The Independent and The Independent on Sunday 
Director of FE Development Association of Colleges 
ViceChancellor, University of Westminster 
Corporate Affairs Manager, Cooperative Bank 
Chief Executive, UCAS 

Chief Executive, Committee of Wce-Cfianceflors and Principals 
Headteacher, Carisbrooke High School 
Managing Consultant JCL 


CONFERENCE FEES, 


Full Rate 

Total: £293.75 

Reduced Rate 

Total: £217.37 

Supported Rate 

Total: £141.00 


For mors Information, please contact 


11 Dartmouth Street 
London SW1H9BL 


tel 0171-222 1280 
fax 0171-222 1278 


Non-League notebook 


By Rupert Metcalf 

IT MAY not come as much con- 
solation to Doncaster Rovers, 
but three dubs are doing foeir 
best this season to prove that 
there is Life beyond the Football 
League. 

All three were former rivals 
of Rovers in foe Third Division 
North and then the Fourth Di- 
vision before losing their 
League places. Now they are ex- 
periencing happier times: Hal- 
ifax Tbwn are on course to win 
foe GM Mraxhall Conference, 
Barrow are simzhafy well-placed 
in foe UniBond League - and 
Southport are on foe brink of 
playing at Wembley for the 
first time. 

Tomorrow Southport travel 
to Slough for the first leg of their 
FA Umbro Trophy semi-finaL If 
the SandgrouuUers see off their 
Conference rivals and lift the 
Trophy in May, it will be foe 
biggest achievement by foe dub 
from the seaside town since they 
won the Fourth Division in 
1973 -just five years before they 
lost their League place. 

A hat-trick by Brian Ross 
earned Southport a 3-1 quarter- 
final replay win over Grantham 
last week and a place in the last 
four of the Trophy for foe first 
time. Ross, foe former Cborley 
striker, has scored in every 
round of the competition so far 
and has found foe net seven 
times in totaL 

Slough are claiming the du- 
bious honour of foe country’s 
busiest cup team this season. 
They have already played 17 
knodk-out ties this season. In the 
quarter-finals the Rebels 
achieved a feat which was be- 
yond Newcastle United: they 
managed to win at Stevenage. 

Dover readied the last four 
of foe Trophy for foe first time 
when, their marathon- journey . 
midweek journey to Bartow 
last week resulted m a penalty 
shoot-out victory over tbs Cum- 
brian side. Tomorrow they 
travel to the bookmakers' 
favourites. Cheltenham, for foe 
first leg of their semi-finaL' 


By Guy Hodgson 

AT least the new Welsh 
Assembly has been given a 
signal how to improve the 
standing of the national football 
team. Simply secede from foe 
United Kingdom, supply Glam- 
organ cricketers for foe West 
Indies and join foe American 
nations in Concacaf. 

The starkest message that 
came out of an unfiiHfllfrpg Q -0 
draw between Woles and 
Jamaica is foe world rankings 
are a joke. Friendlies can send 
out misleading signals but no 
amount of smoke could disguise 
the feet that there should not be 
a 70-place disparity between 
the two countries. 

Wiles (107) would have 
beaten Jamaica (33) 40 if all foe 
chances had been taken at 
Ninian Park on Wednesday. It 
left Bobby Gould brandishing 
Exhibit A in a case of injustice. 
“How can the US be ahead of 
Holland?” the Welsh manager 
asked. “Please, tdl the wodd foe 
truth, Fife [world football's gov- 
erning body] have got it wrong. 

“It’s not fair to us, we get 
judged by those rankings. If you 


are going to play more games 
in Africa, if you’re going to play 
in America they’re going to get 
more points. If foe opposition 
they’re playing isn’t as good as 
that Keshas to face then we’re 
being punished.” 

Jamaica, naturally, de- 
murred, reasoning that meeting 
the giants of Canada in Toron- 
to is on a par to playing Ger- 
many in Munich, but Cardiff (fid 
little to suggest that foe over- 
hyped Reggae Boyz will be 
anything but a brief novelty act 
in France 98. The conditions, 
cold and wet, were not what 
they would have ordered but, as 
anyone who has watched teams 
at Roland Garros can confirm, 
it is not always glorioas sunshine 
in France in June. 

Their defence, frequently 
chaotic, was blatantly unhap py 
under the hi g h ball while they 
gave away possession with aban- 
don, prompting the impression 
that Wfodd Cup opponents could 
lie back and wait for mistakes. 
“We didn’t expect Whies to play 
on the fifth floor,” lamely com- 
plained foe coach, Reae Samoes, 
about the number of headers hfe 
players had to deal with. 


Peter Cargill is a splendid 
playmaker and Clifton Waugh, 
who had Jamaica's only accurate 
shot - in foe 70th minute - 
looked a lively striker but, if it 
had not been for foe exuberant 
masses dressed in black, green 
and gold the visitors would 
have been anonymous. Nice 
crowd, shame about the team is 
not a ringing endorsement to 
take to foe World Cup. 

The main Welsh gain from 
foe evening was foe finding of a 
left-back, a position that has been 
a problem since Paul Bodin 
vacated it Darren Barnard con- 
firmed the promise be bas shown 
at Barnsley this season. 

The night also might be re- 
membered as the beginning of 
a international career of 18- 
y ear-old Craig Bellamy who 
was introduced as a substitute 
to become the third youngest 
Welsh international after Ryan 
Giggs and John Charles. 

'ft&les still produce players. 
It is moulding them into a team 
that is a problem, not helped by 
a world ranking that induces an 
inferiority complex. The soon- 
er a continent-by-con line nt sys- 
tem is introduced the better. 
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Trainers 


by draw 


By Greg Wood 

at Doncaster 

ASKING racehorse trainers to 
think for themselves was a 
brave decision, but Doncaster 
pulled it off with something of 
a flourish yesterday as a radical 

new procedure to determine the 
draw for tomorrow's Lincoln 
Handicap passed with barely a 
hitch. If there was a team of 
paramedics on standby to treat 
any handlers who found the ef- 
fort all too much, then their ser- 
vices were not required, and for 
once there was a definite hint 
of eaaferoent about the fist day 
of the Flat season cm mrf. 

The effect of the draw is a 
fertile source of debate before 
many big races, particularly 
handicaps on a straight course, 
and often a useful excuse af- 
terwards. There should be less 
reason for trainers to grumble 
after the Lincoln, however, ance 
yesterday’s draw gave most of 
them a chance to choose either 
the stall they wish their runner 
to occupy, or at any rate a 
choice between a berth on either 
the near or far side. 


Doncaster 


HYPERION 

1.30 Petite Sabo 3.1 D TERTH1M (nap) 

2L05 Mu java 3.40 AcbtDes (rib) 

2.35 Thmpole 4.10 Arpeggio 

GOING: Goad _ ■ ~ ■' ~ . " 

STALLS: Straight coins - stands side; rand come - raids; mud mis - outakte 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Nona 

• Loft- hand, pear-shaped course with tn s t rai gh t. 

•Course Is east of the town off the ASM {Mia JuncMoraS & 4). Sis Hi from Ooncmer 
CraibaliBl station. ADMISSION; CiubibS; Grandstand £9; Ranly&icloan £9 (under- 
We free afl endosues). CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: B HOa — 3t miwi tan 17B rural* pm a success ratio 
erf 174%; J Gosdan 28 from 127(20514); MreJBarasd on Bfrom MB fltn%);MJota»- 
tonn W trrun 64 (93%), 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: K Qsriay 31 whs tarn 236 Mas gh«s a auoosaBifab of 13%; 
H HBb 28 Tram « (OS*); J Fortua 17 from MB (DM); W Rjte fa tram K» (OM). 

• FAVOURITES: S3 wins In 658 races (293%). 

BUNKERS) FIRST TIME: Nona ‘ 

pTonl MARGARET BASS MAIDEN SELLING StAISS (CLASS 
1 ‘ JU F) £3,000 added 2YO 5f Penalty VMue £SL322 

1 ANGUS THE BOLD (C& A teens) J Barry ftQ C Ureter fl) 9 

2 COWrt7»KniBTh«Co^RmiVttBf«WBl90»__ JNW* 

3 naJCROFT(EH(tMx*)HByaanBO — LOrencdrS 

4 BUMTYpohnFHjcal) CDw>w89 ; J»Codra*2 

5 HOMUTTNE LADS [Bm Any tatnaNi^N Utter 89_^i — K fTfcews 

B MYAlAKE(BMrty)MCfHiaiBB -AMac*to>7 

, T JUSTSUNDgYfi Ww^ te ^ WGM-ftmartB-^-^^^ ^ JlIcQSlP^Vt 

8 *nreSAB0p*rt^aw>UB**B9~. — „D»lrenito) f7)H> 

9 StMPS0*reD0*IA«D*8PN RiANbj JS tfaae89 — NMnaS 

I V SOUNDS SWETtPJDfaontJJ ON* S9 : JCOretoftl 

h WUAHTCHAflGE(Ctartrei)JSItaraB9 FPM*phir(ftB 

riK^td - 

BETTBJG: B-1 AqgisTlit Bokt M toga tofca.01 Jret Sand* 7-1 OmyltaM, Brandi Sm* 
10-1 Butty, 13-1 Hooty Tho Lads, Petto Sabo, 16-1 tttara •. 

M7: Man » 0 M Fwto B-1 p ftoto«U datnpean 
FORMGUU3E 

! Jack Barry* yorarataa am wute tttbwng tofts aaaaote early rater- PitocipfatyriiCMttd 
I tra yaW rMalerwamwahn bold rfaptay to E r hh aecandnyMtsrdayfrBnodde Bfa y States 
- andBeny can got offihe irrerk with ANGUS THE SOU). Aaoo ofRitaance Me of 
I the stBbtabfcresprtntorMhd GamwJ Angu»Hw Bold tekrure Ns fob and a Nrfuksw 
wtproteMybeahofr flrian ftaBwra»acntti»htt)MMWlftJadtw^ and fas fane sod- 


erta Just Sunday is another who can figure 


S ele ct ion: ANGUS ire BOLD 


£8,000 added 6f Penalty Value £M72 

1 50V*- HOWL MAM (Wtyfatatofc Italy SNta*faTr«reity5T>0: JCratefa 09 

2 ODOM BOLDffFOfTTfta) pt [AJPilwd^ KOrTttfwv8mrUSB12~JI Rotate IB 8 90 

3 05632 ZMBTSDANCffl (HOP) (Broaiof JPBsoyjEAto79V C £** ar f3? ® 

4 -06448 BRtmnurnsr(i8i(qw?MnmfR^Jt^ra4S0 — RW*mn&i » 

s 365& ALWAYS ADC^ (US) (IR(Utai**Cu^ — JF Sf 8 “ 

6 46004- CAQgAUXtrafl43)[CipprNa^BM»4»8 : — -MW 1 7 ft 

7 94050 1MLICMA (251 CT(JD Safari BHoBntareM 95 A OAHW 

8 TWO- WESTCQW*^nC)P)(KHodgw«MW&Mrty5t»5 J.O«aDCk7W 

9 oaoo£ JOHNNTSTACOTO«RmpOSRa^aOaa«4»4^^toArate» u 

« 61223 DOUBLE OSCAR (13) PJ 2 

A TBO0- aEY0mtOUKEb7faP)<UratefM«tawn392 JTMbQ 9* 

e saw- INDIAN BRAVE (2S3)(BF)PHGcoCflBM«hB04 91 — U^tM-a 27 

O 60056- JEFFREY AN01HBWB) {MU) W ft (A G VeUgi| N Rxb 4 91 AOet.M 

14 60006 GOLPgtPOtilPtUa^PteggfftPtWftlMwSK^WgBI- ; jj?* * J* 

* esav LEVHLEDCISn OIIQPrejin|MOwnon491 -L DratoONtel 98 

t DtartoOSlBrtO 

v 03001 — P> S t£^L” « 

a tnoo- GQRETSia (140) fD) (PSe»fl N Trtter58T3 WwiWowS 

• {KW fflOP^ (M fflQ C Wbtfg) jrL—U>48T8--^— . ^ , AMiffi22 TO 

® ^wan^WWRursd«4»MJR«radarr5Bn^.. J Raws » 80 

a TO^nsT^CT tLSfmi^PHowtogAae— — joun-bv so 

% S SDIMmH « 

-22dadared- 

BETTBIG: M Cehw* CM Don!* Ose« M lWi BW, 1 M AmAR .W. J*Wtoc4h- 
BBT: Kira 7 8 4 R Lanin ®-1 (J L Eyr^ daan (V) 22 ran 



Ntmfieredtate-aufipiestm 
Joan from Tfarfs raaag muse- 
um - were drawn by the Ktor 
Steve Huison, ope oi the most 
famous Yottafairemen in the 
world thanks to lasieadfeig role 
in 7he FuUMenty, yibm ft dr 
nnmer's nnmber emerged from 


er had 60 seconds to nominate 
an rmclaimed stall, and their 
varioiK strands <rf thought were 
hath hftrmring atpd mfirmnytiu g 

Itwasnosmprise, however, 
when Giant H arris of the Na- 
fionalThaineis'Hsdeiafiaa.who 
was representing the connec- 
tions of Right Wing, opted for 
stair six when John Dunlop’s 
runner was first from the bag. 
Improbable as it may seem, 
there is a theory that die locals 
who walk their dogs on Town 
Moore for mud) of the year 
tend to do so on a strip of grass 
exactly six stall-widths from the 
far rail, to the extent that the 
ground is compacted and thus 
that vital fraction tester. 

Whatever the reason, 
though, the horse from box six 
has been a regular feature of the 
finish over the last few years. 


First Protocot The start of opening race of th® Rat 


with four winners in the last 1 1 
Lincolns and three second 
places loo. Right ^ Wing, already 
among the favourites, was im- 
mediaiely clipped to 6-1 (from 
7-1) by the Tbte. 

The next three horses were 
slotted into adjacent stalls in 
four, five and three, but when 
it fell to Bruce Raymond, rep- 
resenting Maktonm AI Mak- 
toom, to find a home for Hajr, 
he chose 20. “To be honest.” he 
said af te rwar d s . “I dont think 
there is any real advantage for 
either side; but I asked Michael 
HiDs and he said be would want 
to be Iqgh, we didn't want to be 
in the nddtSe, and we preferred 


FORM GUIDE 

Brutal Fantasy, Mid yon tf» Dw-&rtng tandcap on Dm sparing day ban tost year 
eft an 7t bio— r raifc. Is agMi fa fr o m t h e M ara tturh i A , M m rasi h> ca ms here In uriv 
mig ixm 1Z montfia oOA ho lasift ctdmd In twa attampt* (Ms yaar and to ««0 Md by 
Zlfler , «Oanoar>accnd) on IWtotastnsiahon filth (af ttl id n sprartott at SauttarM 
Ha ia probably mora eftacthra raw th* irtiiun on hat JteFREV ANOTHERRED haarit 
aon abca hto )umoka dw* Mian ha want to ihraa fimaa -- a maidan auction at HanMon 
and nuaenas at Kampton raid mar man furionga m Mb track. Hmrawc ha ran aoma 
ooodocsafcttOTandheiacaaaffattfcJDi'armarfclhaniNianaecondJttfyBD-qiflr- 
raraof a isngtti to Great CMd frac fafa) ■ Chaaiar h May- Mciwal Docta 1 chanja on gat 
bad: on Ilia wfrarinntial tnanwtat cnid ba a tswousDIe dm In stol fa. Cadaanc Char, 

onBOftou‘BsiTytttaw*n«rheraantjnookiOwtoatsaaaondn*rglmhtosi4Nrad- 

atsa good rut from ahtt 17. Thaaon afCadaaueGanarauc Wad toaddtothatauocaaw 
which MB in a maktaix taut ha wond up with a fafr fourth of 25 battod fttao Lam to 
Radar kiNomnfaet PoaMt Oacar.Bawoa and Waa to otat Magic ftwhad Wh. 20th 
Bnd22ndkHheRtdc8rraca[>oteiaOscBrscoradflwtfenaEnfiS7andtMaBUOcesa- 

WafLhgfiakJ kr January and hes IWIW0 Breach a plaoa In at thraasuhsaquartfal- 
waathar storta. Ha comas hare wtth a banerdwnca than moal wfai fitnan at a premium. 

S a to cd on : JEFFREY ANOnCWB) 

lo qc RAY BASS HANDICAP (CLASS C) £1(^000 added |3 1 
£^£l 2m 2f Penalty Value E7^70 KM 

1 TXE1-TUBWX£pBt9n(WJM^IAsMRWl*97tJ0 ACM*W282 

2 300- WKpia)PtoJPGomHTEara»tiy5Sl} AW1retaaR)«S 

3 22DBD- SFAHtANtfiWTBEArH3S)(KWBB|) J08 «b 697 WRyanSflO 

4 SMB MMAICMtfUWT{ttQpF)tplMaiaw1H*Slxn/man597 CT^m^itO 


5 fOBO- BOWCUBE COURT (JB2} (ADSpanoR JAtolml6B7 TttianlM 

0 3326- DmeXMSIMipiR(UCVtMki)AIC*aw4fifi JWrewrflBS 

7 03ZB1- 0P*a*P»4)pg(GJKwry)WSta«yB94 JFadar»891 

8 N/W Wn«SKY(J^lKJ<cn«tfiOamoodT02 -jnaW7B87 

S - 3002- >«ECO4IESHEBBt£fJ41>^SHJ»*sai)yra»rB90 S SMtoB 4 BP 

V C20N RABUJ0N (BZ2) {BHoricriCABrahBBlt D ato M t K a wi fa- 

II .3-«1 NOUEW fff) p3) |EYt to*ian |RHcttjhBKi7BX AUcCwtof(5}12B 

C B3-6 Wfltl£Y0MfieEBOYpq(itoCSy«B4JL^refi86 JOctanllM 

9 --IriXy 'AYROAN90N^n7) Vxn) HnJACamAot)BB LCtorapehlB- 

~13(toctorad- 

BETTW&M NoMNLS-1 Doradoa Stoittaraisto.a-1 BoreMto Caret, Jaaton Ffajtt. tfaaeto 
1M Ro*.«Htar<*wga Bo», W-1 Ha* Cware H«rtto; 16-1 FtotwSky, 20-1 <*m 
«7ranribusBWi4Ttl TWfcn*»zpLfa^«toan ffl Oran 
FORM GUIDE 

NOWARI > nsvie»uptoUpperMountChlrlnthecanMpgndnBracski , BB6andtoOn»- 
toreaxan laat yiwr.coridratotiabeaBngconifrig hare tocractonBtDnntTxn toe a6waret>- 
er and wflh amen apprentice Atfcton McCarthy taktog qtf Gto Rag Hcarahaadh nrewr 
has tended tores of Mb fburraoea tf*s year; two at Soutfawl and o» at MtofaariiantptoR 
flntoHnfl second h lha other. The son of Dwtoy hero Ks h yari got homa by a toqh and 
a quarter from Jaoialcan FBgtt two wads ago and thorid have notHng id faar from 
ihlartwl on flto more tow u re U e rawna Ftohar Say and Awa Anaon are batter Kncren 
tor that aspUta twarfanoaaand the tamer to a pound worae off Mft NoaMfiian whan 
WahinB few toBflhabahlad ton in Mhlar A^ a c toto Bto to athreap to n reca Bawcfifia Court 
andRuakarettfranhudtoQ.'rhelomMrtHntln1MBnauptoatiBm\datoattogEm- 
byrenfc pwica a winrto tttanMank) tome paria ota tongto at Wanstck ki Apri, and could 
figure weifttdwdOjinnagah on board. Ru*te3fchitfwrBTar whan wirtig the Broun 
JackSadMundartod^ksMUtc* Bat tttora Ascot In July whan a2D-i tootandcorid 
go md with fttrart Wratorr darning 5fa TOmpoia took the Ceawawilch over tod^s 
fito In October on 1» final Ftoi oufing- Hare Coma* Herbie baatanoutoINrftLMafy 
RevNayto charge has had a cradle of hun*a raooa tfto season, fintohhg thW each lima, 
toe Weet bshhd Mghfy Moss at Chatenham on NawYharfr Day Ratoad Sb ainca the 
New mBrt Mnrataihonandon10at.hBtocaaatettf»tMh c onceiclnQlhBraea-ttaaleo- 
boo£3tb finotodhg McCarthy's stowanc^ S eto cU o n: NOLFAffl 


WOHTHWGTON SPRING Mtt£ HANDICAP 
(CLASS B) 220,000 added im (straight) 
Penally Value £15^20 

JAttHAH tm (W (BUncpam} 0 Hd»to4 9 O 


1 ftBCh 

2 4U90- 

3 ttM 

4 0400-1 
9 05300- 

6 40300- 

7 24031' 

8 0GE0B 

9 00000 
O SW- 
TS 00000- 

■a oas4- 
13 9046- 
N -64334 
6 00000 
6 4X0 
v oaroo- 
* POOL 
V 00230 
20 CHOt 


JXWHARI { 18 ^( 0 } pTharpM^ DMt*oto49 tj AMcha>l(l)2« 

yraJAM(USM)(IBI989(CT6RaEi)dJOntton49t) RRnnchUM 

tBMAMCR0V(CJittata)BMaehin*9V CHmDonpjia? 

ALAUEMfiJSA) (4)B1SLIjd)DMdnkS91> Ai stGreww B 73 

TESnHEWUHtfWJ)PSTteidreRnitoWin498 Dw»07raai7B4 

DOUat£Jt18q9)HAnraage«ieritth496 RHnaar(7)2O80 

WU)S»{Mfl«acldP«mSriP|MH»ta>aa4S6 AChrtllfa 

SUPHtlBONAncH piagaa W0SOw4 95 PDoa»50B 

RAM0WRAM(USA}(S1)OT(PMcCanfa)SDD»495 TQtte679 

arTBVfCAN flag (C Far Hamxs 495 J tad 23 72 

SAND ON THE RUN (TBO) #9) fDJABntBMSWni ft 04 U*tmtnn778 

AHIRflL DANE 048} (CO) [Lwafam RkM) M HtonnEfc 6 9 3 __M Rotorls 11 V 80 
ROYAL REBUIT (SR (D Bt) 01 Butah SNflgmartJ M W Eretoty 5 9 B— .T Incas 10 SO 

BjROBCKBOYfS) 0BF) (NCOreda^ AJato592 AlfcCwtof P)M74 

7BnMI(1fa(D)[UBHla4NUttnodmB92 AWntanttM 

aESrOFML(J37)(C}PArt}JBBHY691. — KItottojrSI BSD 

COUNTY (IS} (D| [Shredne lea Ctawn) A Batty 590 JRrt»1478 

9MOKEYFROaCAFUWr(iai8 (QPBamxh) J JOtoB4Ba JFEgan3 78 

MFMEfa»MMir (iq 0)) ^aaty Wri U WSatoto s B O— S Ftoareore (7) 40 
Bat GUNN nab) EM vans) PHHwynSB 0 II Codim 18 so 



not to have an odd-numbered 
stall, because they go m firat and 
you’re waiting around longer.'’ 
This last point was also in the 
mind of Gay KeQeway, when 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Cacdy Hang 
(Newbury 2.25) 

NB: Artful Dane 

(Doncaster 3. K>) 

she chose two -“hbe stall I want- 
ed" - for La Modiste, rather 
than one, right against the far 
rail. The only trainer who did 
not get a choice was Tbny New- 
combe, whose Sflca Blankawas 
the last of the 24 runners to be 


drawn, and found himself in the 
unwanted stall 15. 

Sflca Blanks, of course, will 
probably now proceed to win in 
a canter, but whatever the result 
tomorrow, yesterday's draw was 
a very clever and successful in- 
novation, and one which may in 
fine become a familiar part of 
the build-up to big races. 

It certainly provided the 
boost for which the opening day 
on the turf has long been search- 
ing, although there was also 
much to like about the winners 
of both the Doncaster Mile and 
theTbte/49s Handicap, the first 
of the British Horse racing 
Board’s “showcase” races. 


21 0400 CREYlONBDOttriSR|C9MEMBreMBftan78l2 DMmsflhp?15flP 

22 092B- RADAR OTHJY (244) [H Oread*} RWfcra4B 9 ..08*^2290 

23 -43ED SY*T(tB)MtQmSrG8C&eyHorae!tJUPd5ttJ#4B9 -HAmrttTB 

21 42-00 UOZAIBK3lS(1l}(U Uyn] Ur* JC*d4 B9 UMaDraalfU 

-24 0>itoiaif- 

BETTING:8-1 MnBkv 10-1 Arifel Dm, 12-1 NMali 14-1 A|ptn« Wtoawy, Ban Oism, Uocuo- 
UqM, IM Royri RaaM. tottoa, fad Tha Mato, WM Stqr. 20-1 dtore 
■m. ArtU Dana 6 9 1 U ftotert* tM p Itotoxvas) dnun B) 23 rm 
FORM GUIDE 

Alranalnto prtoa wfl ba cut altar tba aabtoto am with Fraud Nature and No Clchas twre 
yaabadagA Ha arenratti a fare panda to apare in a ctoimer at Soudwal {Tfl on Monday 
and tttoud coma on for tha rui, Milch area Na fnt tona AugioL Atomaav who ra Brafa 
to be on file beet Uda of the com* wfi ttoe the baaing if getting this Mctrafuriong. but 
BENGUNNtoarnutebggarpricaandgottbemiaweaontbeJdyccinaatNaiwnar- 
knt Ha fintohad tha anason wth afourth of 30 to Gdf Shaadi over the Rowtay Ma and 
kxtos a add type for fiito sort of race. RtoBttd Is tar from being out of ttfia uider tafafa 
Ha acn at Huaaatoftf ) a» a »wenfa whan The gromd was aoft and 48 boraid to be bal- 
ter than Ha too Ntoamga teat tom auggaa, tkepped to a trite after thoaa fiMatcng nn 
Jaahart, a stabtomata of Abmaiv. to 7t> toaar attar Na fair fttth to CybertachnalDgjr on 
the Jriy enutas tost AupaL Artful Dana wan fire race 12 rout* ago off |uEt a part 
low mane and he fiddied the carnpaiyi wtth an a a col ant ferath of 2B to Consort at 
Wwmarfogt.'niaalipitdcxfatwilfthtnfctodBykricmerawfaca'nwBasofrecentru’- 
dtoeratotarAtotoaHktoa— »atd Baal Of AD mate np appeal and Band On Tha Run 
pretoreatranltiBtreck.BauhoKBoyhaabBanrunfiing[niarlonflarWpaonttiaBlue dh - 
k Tlia to Nn cptinMn trip and tha yard had a JuvenBawnwr hare yeatottoyL tmaedream, 
a dual wtonar brat tram, k a pc»Ua outsider h tha hancN of John fekt wtito Rtoibow 
Rato wgfaasfappanough aftar runs at Cagtas-sta-Mer. Styar Mona r c h , a s t ab temat e 
of Ftotobow beat tha youigera in a mafcton an the akw tt LingfMd tore month Ha 

dd Rfla h a hre td ea p there di a m a n te but to tha type to Agree on fate ground. Royal 
Beratt wen to Nawm ni lrat teat Octobanwhan the tfa i vJ aa a faiia r tt ran t hfe . but Smdrey 
Rare Cwttoa aaemad to ato/ the trip at Radcar teat badcand after Mi three wins orer 
rfiQfiat'ltortlMBdaap| X*)la dtoat a B B»on afttraomattocenl»adyfomi VWta8ierhBcaw 
taka adrenagac# this tertont handcap mart ramakts to be saealaat The Watornaw- 
•r«on leal aaaaon tad hah a coR «tal worth fdmdng owr tha cernhg months. WUd Shy 
is from tha same statto as ArHiJ Dane and heb orty 4* Ntfiar after a wh tan a big 
field at Newmarket taatbadrand. Selection: BEN GUNN 

fo Ah HB>WOfTTH DRAINAGE MA1D0I STAKES (CLASS 

D)£6fl003YQ 1m2f BOyds Penally Value EAJXJ8 KH 

1 3223- ACMi£S(13B) PR (Adtos Hematoral) N Latmodan B 0 JWrererWTto 

2 CANTON JftCX(MWTafflJJa*d 90 SDraraaS - 

3 H1B4CH WOOD (USA) (KhdfaSuton) B Nataiy 00 Jta<*4- 

4 22- L0NKBO4& (tB0| (ll&d) U Johrakn90 MRetotollBS 

s » fweowmB(nqm*™*H*icuiiiBtmBO mmzgg 

8 0 RAJAn (USA) (1B23 ^ori Hreari De WJtocton) Ms J Ctoci B 0 J Wd5 — 

7 D40 SAffTONE R2f9 (Stondhcrn St*t) R itotw 9 0 DareOMBfiBB 

B 9FRMa ANCHOR <FR)(M Art*) P0oto»0 TQl*ai7 - 

9 SnafQBtSpsCtoBrtJSKrttoMBD JRanmaB- 

V 0000 flEBWHECnOWfl02}8>tetNadiyanflh 8 MOapton89 DAMECa to180 

11 00800 WDQ0LAM)SPfSIE(5S) (EKmto)NQepnanBB RPriMi- 

-11 dactond- 

BErma 04 RNnbaa Vtoya. 5-1 Long Bead, 1H Spring Andxa, 7-1 Smtaara, 9-1 AcMtoa. IM 
French Wood, 12-1 RNM.25-1 ottwa 

MIMr 8 9 0 M W» fl-4 (B tZmm <9 0 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

FtoMtow Way* ahotAd B® tha tifa after bto Juwnie naw rarer araren furtongs and a iria. 
AptoaatngaBoandtoBarenBtLaicaaiBrandthBn<aw«iof22»BcrderAm)wa(Naw- ; 
martrat, fiia eon of Rainbow Quest ihodd retoh thto. AchlBaa dasanraa a win on hto de- 
cant juvenie terra but LONG BOND caUd »rel beet the athere m the bands of Mdtad 
Ftotrerts. Long Bond dd Me wrong on both juvanto (tarts -the second againct Ddderee 
kiDietodorf-andhaoaUkfgaotfaldecentoads.SanionamartodihtotrtotaotBr.bui 1 
ftocf Colab ap Anchor naa c omar Spring Anchor afraid stay and the yanl turned ow , 
a hMi hotpot hare yestarday. S ai act io n ; U3NG BOND ! 


i7|l HEPWORTH CONCRETE MAIDEN STAKES 
i!il £5,000 added 3YO Tf Penalty value E3.78S 

ALEANBH (T Stanton) WasG KelwwyBD 

224- ARPetNato(3oa)(bsraanSlu9RHHnon90 

at CNAn3Uf(tSR{talMhSaeatfaUNabjBHfc90 

U3RBI209ton«aAH*JteM)KhtoMBO 

03- UASAMAQASft2^ftlTtoa*)CVftl90 

00 »UARA(1»amtaRiRKkqaMAPJBiMB0 

6 RACHAELS NORTH (140) (PJIMfiRAm&troflg 90 

RED BORDEAUX (W Said SIR* 90 

00 TOP GEAR (M7)(l.Siv(toh)P Hawing 90 

WAITING KMGKT 6JSA) (AixUafi AX) B Tvrtay 9 0 


(CLASS D) 


23 WAITING KMGHT |U5A) (AixUafi Ai) B Hatxty 9 0 

it B COUnSipB) (kb>CWa)SC3Merra99 

C HORSAN LE W (Lord Ftortnan) B Meehan 89.— 

13 0 PUWgfMfa(JRltoBP0MBB8 9— — 

BETTBte M Arpegtoo.04 Cta4ton, M RadradHtonb, w-l Rad Bontoaut. 
Hreniitoi. T6-I Ala aarii. 2C-I o4hra» 

W7: 2toeMi 9 0 M Roberto 7-2 |C Bnttan) dawn 0 B ran 


T tarn 11 

JiMbto 

U BNrt (3) 5 

Stanton tt 

.T Spoke 8 

RPfic*2 

JQntonS 

WRytnB 

GCatorB 

KDartayl 

LChanodt4 

•fans KrigM. 14-1 


Newbury 


HYPERION 

i <in Music Therapy 2.25 Cattly Hang 255 

Senl=g1e 3 30Teeton Mill 4.00 Prsmto, 
Bay 4^0 Edmond 

GOING: Good to Soft lar ~ n - 

• L«IH»nd «mi wjj ^^ujfcnsaON: MambareEM; 

• LeSwG JOCN EY& H 



l pS SSS 


BEn94Oe'4-BttHlMRCDBaM0*lloNc'T}MnpK19-11awaadBollmO4 
99-1 atom 

W ncl RAUL CROUCHES HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS d S7fl00 added 2m 4f 

1 4F4WD IBMOflCDVAaCWtt^: 1 Citato 9 

2. 2IF420 OROUND NUT (10) (ty R aitow BUS Btanfi 

3 tCZJ MBTetO00fY(l)(C)JK(ne-RB APHeCbr 

4 2 «a C«nDrHMe(4S}(S)JtaUh81l5 RDkrereody 

B TM4 UtNC6 AiaWTIONS Ml) (0) GlfcQxrt 8 11 1 J> GM^w 

6 8MZ3- SpytaCtCrftaB)rKNHBDdraCP813g — NAmnwNJ 

r pata .wsLTNBTfeiRftatBee ■— Jwaat 

8 FU2223 KKWWWYUUm(n)(D)GMcCtotrtDV3^Wllntoe 
-aitorttwa-. 

BErtDta0-1CrilyHnbMtttotorOd4i;llH2WU'nnad,7-1laocs 
AwMtaafi,9-1 QaiaafiB.May ladqfc 10-1 HraMtoafadfa W taao 

I5TSE1 SABIN DU LOIR MAIDEN HURDLE 

1 (CLASS P) £5.000 added 2m 5f 

1; ' 44 BBttJN BLUE (»C Bodes TIB-: GBreday 

2 W FWJOWnaO|itBPl>aretty911S MrPTUreiMB) 

fi FCRTWaAtL0Urft25^CUmflfl& SDawWdy 

4. -nPOS GAffiBOMRVBIIu (lRN)tondHsn5irs LVtan) 

5 «0 GOLDEN OGLE mnNHukraon a 09 HAFfaeaMd 

6 (MOO GOODfiEWpttblfttfccnaflB ttoPCneem(7) 

7 (IDS LOUSIBS(21)WifctaoMtta709_H(MaB(l) 

0 X UAHBOWUGH fSg T Fosters 11 9 PCarteiy 

' g 2-NS4 NASTHt PfiDHttfO) G Biting B n 9_, A P McCoy 

V m HtHKRDGE(F54QNlaatad60 9 CWidip) 


It 05B POLKB8BS pt) J Khg 7 TI 9 NRfchmto 

■6 F33-Z SAHTG1A CAPE pS3) H tafias h 9 Alhoraam 

V 1/334 SHVQt SPtOCCO pO) IbsU JonaSTlS CU lw a f ) 

M 351/ TWEfCWBfr(t394)GWnf«mgn9 0Brarew(B) 

% M TONQU&tNCHEBC (U) D FSwtft tafi 7 T1 9 — SUcHMI 
W U) WOOlOOMOOtDOHRNHordaaonBflB— JHIfl ta ffii 

V 06U BRYttAR IASS R5) PR WNtea 0 4 BPota 

■6 PV3 UP THE SLANEY (435 K Baley B 0 4 HWMwaon 

V SO DfaBUSHCN48MpMMsAtaeB40O QUptoa 

20 305« GRATE TBCS RfaJ Moving 4 HD EHrebmdPBB 

21 X YN(ALFARAJ(14)PM>ptV4 0D CUauto 

BEnilfa»4iater Tfi gi1 nw TaMafbBBra»,7-i na retaC to «.>-1C5«)to- 
mtogto, W4 Beffito Bta, Uplfra taray. Onto Tfan, 2M ctafl 

(o on I ALISON ASSOCIATES HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £4,000 added 3m 

1 m-n TEETDN 440L (T7)(D) litaC BafcyBtJ H_ J4rBPnl6d<|S) 

2 Tb-W MW BHD OUM to (D)J Paler v 04 M-RWUtoyD) 

3 PPUK SIHMHB BUOC (P8) (DID Duggan 0*4 JbaLHxnr (7) 

4 FM2 JOYFORUFE(t1)(D)MaBBto<w70eJes9BM8eP) 

-4 ttoeknd- 

BETTB4S: V4 *Msq U, 7-1 Joy Pot ifia, 01 Atabrenean, HM Stv 
Btgtatfc 

fTfifil NEWBURY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
l^‘ w l OJ £5,000 added 4YO 2m 110yds 

1 SR PRBUERBAar(tS)P)PHiafa|WO RDrareoody 


2 SB JRSAL (Ol) (D) M ftps JJ 8 APUcCoy 

3 320*0 TOUQHACT(B)P)»AaAP«nenBe JIARzguid 

4 4041 PEYERfl. PQfDRAGON (21) (CO) G Baking T1 0 SFat 

5 4® RB3 GUARD pi) JGBtortVh Ptftto 

B 9UB SUPR8DSH (21) Us D Hme X) 0 DtadeyV 

-Bdaatorad- 

BEmWQ: 94 Pramtor Bay, M Pewnti Pendagon, 9-2 tad. Rad GtanL 
7-1 sopremtom. 101 ted* Aa 

fTeSl WANTAGE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
L*"?Vl £4,000 added 3m 110yds 

1 a»0 Hto40W(RB(17)TFCter6tl B —JITIMnn 

2 -1P2B BtANOS(FfaptoUPpaB0W APHcOoyB 

3 F22BK MACalORR800(D9C)tt2Dbm5ne^--RJal|ieon 

4 01 CA&IBtBRIDQEpB) MJWBedmfin B PHdtoy 

B 3IFW KOOMMHTAmnUJfatengrfrr N WWtoua a n 

6 1-306 BRAMSHAWWOOOfSnnMweil* RDonwoody 

7 03HP0 DAR2MfTE«Rarcrff6114 — D Cltogh a 

8 0398 IMI)KCNALLBMHi{2t9 HsJNBrenfi It 4 JtFarmX 

9 <B2 mraMAWSrmWNHHiteii60 4_HAflMaMfB 

V oo/Hi QOLDfal PUNCH (USA) MJPorticn? 04 Cttaoda 

0 0 KMGHrra«AR(85PMefiofc504 PQMxny 

■a 30P9 OURKBOWLBtpto PR\MefabarB04 BPoaol 

G fiXB ttfBtTBUJE8(lT}JKngev4 UFtctmrM 

0 POOffP CAG^AH HL£(W)U«C CBoe B 013 l U a mM 

BETTOtG: S4 Etend, 01 FbiyanB CrrtL IM taaoa, 7-1 ktaraanh. 

01 MooafigtoAto 101 CtotarbridBe. 10T Dart CtMtongw, 201 ctea 


HYPERION 




eff BB48L ADIBSSKM ae cn 


Tamreafcrt 


T^NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
added 4YOaig nt ^ 

i »« JSSSSP* - =^3® 

3 « NCHOLlWCI^B® 4 J rttote 

4 3831 «*»«»!= “iST 

6 ») SM*H«NCtSCOW cg — r— 


7 8EAmEAiff8aHjee Assaen 

8 * SSWADEpqne—, 

a ' ®SWHWW»£— — gw 

V F TJM<78HAmB(BUnt MJ** 

0 . aouACCM/rawj®?. 

BEI1IO04 MtM M 

SMOa Art, fa-1 Rate, H-1 SB Ftecton. 101 ate* 

Z15 NOVICE CHASE (CLASS G) £7,000 
added 2m If . 

1 H32B00WlEAYEne«5nT^BJ9- — 

3 oats MflmaflAHWP?”* r =” 

4. a theio»»WT0B 

5 001U CHSWLCHOIIBB04 Btato 

0 . P- R4IC0NYBOY {*3/) 6 B 2 — ■“» 

7. WH> SBCMQBgpfa Yf»g .-r^rr-rigg 
8 SUE 

8 BMDFUMMAraWEOa JWirW 

«to.»4 Know H o H n, 12-1 togto«*ta.3W oft*n> 

245 HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 2m 2f 

1 -MHO EB>aflHECASHp1)(aB7fi g — B0 * tl » 


2 2304 GUX£NMetmsm> -LCaaptfffl 

3 -2BS.0NCEH0ICreRUiCXMn71l7^MHB 

4 W WUDETORr(U)9SW LWytr 

B -fatal GOBM-SONGrafiSfi J Jade* (7) 

B . tee u0Hne«;auBTp*e?B3 R Caret 

7 IIASIBlHYDEpnseO— B8HW 

B »*S4 KBRWEjBBIDfi^ HSl^reB 

BErreftn GtapdSte,Hetofeatate>3QMeeon 

FariaAM fateTto Crete Mfatodfctooi 101 alfare 

&20 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 
£7,000 added 3m If 

1 1&2FU THE lASTfUM (122) RRSttO-Jt fate 

2 0-1R SWOFHSfrn (CD) OtJ 7 PMm 

3 nwi DWfa«E|21)(CC)0 07 ASSntti 

4 VE3 B«flaHBUBtef»flOWHfi5_Dolte 

5 PHSJ3 TCALTQHC |B){CD)B02 Bltontoig 

8 RMRI COOUU«M(C)0«0 Dltote 

: Me JUDceusoiPtM(4qnss8j0caa«r 

0 Q3H4 TDU»TEST(n)mBB«4- BScra? 

9 3B-PP G0U3Blfim£(Z5*M_ RNetafaBV 

' -a h ,i. m - 

BErnttKCajd Um. 44 iter Btota,01Tha IteHpe 
tafeta(»C!tofato7-lSnOrnL0TltoNfaBtoTbi4PtaL 
201 GtMre tafi a 


150 HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £3,000 
added 3m 4f 

1 F3MP MDYBWEn(B)|Q9G2 JfrCWBHB(r) 

2 4MB 0UOCSDaJ»fT(l4Ofl2JHiai±«aP 

9 2T44F BGWBMRr(H)7122 MrCEtoriyfl 

4 3M5U FORDSTOWMpBJBflB — MrJ Ah i aator P) 

3 *S0U POUnCALBSlEpDJB 02 0 HrPJBhiareH 

6 -USD CRAIG BURN (PC) 9 0 5 MrJBtelO 

7 P4S63 FamTW fi(W)2 0BMfaLBaJbBmiP) 

BEfTBG: 114 Ate tarns, 01 Brett DM#*, 73 Entop 
Emt, M Onto tan 01 Fantotoan, 14-1 efinn 

450 NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E)(DtV0 
£2^00 added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 -(EM 5PMTflFSTm.»S0S JCafatfrei 

2 308 NOIIECHAWWHCW(CO)a0O_J)P«tor 

3 can BRtare HOUSE (17)50 12 NBaata 

4 (J33LQ C0T75iaiWa&r(l?7VCM'NflW*»«»W 

5 MB KJWto f TUB E W SUtt RtaiBf 

6 0 J*COUBTHELAO«6»C — MrCBtey 

7 o uawasiANEMBStt — JSfaBfa 

r PP UHEriANBn6flfi SfataB 

9 POtP fl W ae ta nPW BOYCTSgC-BMtBMiB 

0 040 EWQErRASH(B3}IDC BStoty 


11 00 CHMfni9R0BE(^82l7 AS Sate 

V mm EYBflNQ DUSK WJ62) V BtteceaB 

B OP HtPB»WC»W?B?(t4}SC7JK'tapli{7) 

It PUmtBWaLB«7 FlataW 

-Mdaetorad- 

BEnWft439piritol8te,01Rwret0te0lM»Chre- 
TO*, 101 Cotfttore 000 14-1 otea 
4^0 NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV U) 
£2,500 added 2m 61 110yds 

1 PWP3 9NCLES0lBTC9fG(14)7fi5 ItetefT) 

9 0*0 HCNT€CResat41)B3flOJfrMta*Brefl 

s flEFP 0»0flPPC(8)3DC^—RMcGre:fSJ 

4 433P0 OOMlYBWMWSefi LWy« 

5 Paae WHANDYWMaeo asm 

6 0 JUWSBYERfBJSOO Pltae 

7 E2BW toONOTOtPf (ft 5VO IBreVfttetiP} 

8 SM3 QWHAW7IBW(27irue KMims 

9 -53428 POHTREfESMfine HltonKB 

V OfPSD SNOOTY ESKIMO PQB DC-. AfaM* 

a oo ao¥Batw!5tie Steer 

e o stock cpimpi} sao Dfatar 

s ■aw? cenccc»BiA(7M?C7 t am 

-Uttotind- 

BETTBC:74 Maria Gra4t0S4 MB Itoyre. M Dmjteok, 
j»l RhK 01 tata Sotteig, 1 01 ante »i otan 


Embassy heads 
Godolphin team 


i won by Protocol RkotCgraph: Julian HerbertfAUsporc 


Hornbeam, a rare runner in 
a Listed race for John Jenkins, 
ran away with the Doncaster 
Mflc, although it seems un- 
likely that many of his rivals had 
been trained to the same level 
of fitness. The handicap, mean- 
while, fell lo Proud Native, the 
(op weight, and while a 16-1 win- 
ner will not have satisfied many 
punters in a race designed 
Specifically to encourage them. 
Proud Native will surely repay 
further support. A winter reciuil 
to David Nfeholls’s yard, be is 
yet another advertisement for 
his trainer’s considerable talent, 
and may be ahead of the hand- 
icappcr for a while to come. 


GODOLPHIN yesterday 
vefled fie new team it hepe* 
restore its fortunes to the Cfe»- 
sic-winning heights, likputtsig 
its faith in the ex-David Lodcr 
fiUy Embassy and bougbi-in 
talent such as Cape Verdi, City 
Honours and Central ftuk to 
help wrest hack its supremacy. 

Speaking in Dubai, Simon 

Crisford, the seam s racing man- 
ager. announced that the 
Cbeveiey Park Stakes fim and 

fourth. Embassy and Cape Ver- 
di, will be aimed at fie 14W0 
Guineas, Central Park at the 
2,000 Guineas and the Derby 
candidate City Honours at 
York’s Dante Stakes. 

Daytemi, recruited from fie 
Aga Khan, wfll join a talented 
crop of older horses including 
Allied Forces. Predappk> and 
Swain .The success of fie last- 
named in the King George VI 
& Queen Elizabeth Stakes pro- 
vided Godolphin's only Group 
One win in what was a relatively 
disappointing 1997. 

DONCASTER 

2J05: Plenty of pace is in pznspret 
among the kre numbers with the 
tirm-munzDg Goretotof in saD five, 
Wslcant Magic, whose chance 
would be uoprrrved hy more rain, 
is nearby m stall seven and i> an- 
oihcr who races prominently. Mll- 
JOVa. out of stall nine and from 
a stable in form, should therefore 
get a ma: tow and has prospects of 
reaching the frame at long odds. 

am 

135: Jamaican Flight has shown 
improved form on the sand at 
Wohvibanipion and Sue Lamy- 
nums stable woo (he opening race 
here yesterday. However, be is bad- 
ly off at the wights with Nootvt, 
who has won eight races on sand 
but orK' one oo turf despite nu- 
merous attempts. TURNPOLK is 
Sib higher io the handicap since his 
Ccsarewiidi victory in October 
(2m 20 but goes well fresh and 
could outclass this field. 

□□□ 

jb>H- 3.10: TERTIUM faded to 

V get his bead iofiuni last sea- 


Doncaster 115 


01 01 7-1 01 


Doncaster 2.05 

tore C _ H_ L_ T 

Orate Pare 0 ! 01 01 7-1 

01 01 01 >1 
WtoWM 01 01 01 01 

*T Mir TM tm EM 1»f 

JMtaArataate P-t IM TH W 

BBBaBM 40f P-T W 14-1 

Wtaxmtlhcf - <a.i i** M-1 fiH 

flat tou tate 101 10T W-t tof 

laaw 101 101 101 ft-t 

Zmreitoacre M-l ft-i w-l _ 1 M 

RtteMwfc M-1 gj 101 3SJ 

Braaaa 201 201 201 201 

Bwaitatef ta B 201 201 

ItonMi taa SI *1 M *' 

fttote 201 an 01 jH 

OareM 2S-1 m M-1 M-1 

tetefi jgj 201 7D± 207 

ms 9ns. si as aa as 

JManrtaeafa SJ-T 33-1 s-i 301 

W— C 301 g-1 301 301 

tow 201 301 25-1 25 -1 

HareAlll— ma40-1 801 801 401 

Eacfiafa a ore*rff»oott.pto» XZ X 4 

C-CteH-WtanAL-latRteT-'te 


DONCASTER 

1.30: 1. PROTOCOL |C tlaagM) 20-1; 
2. FBW Tt-1; 3. Totem Dancor V-1; *- 
Btootem Amazing 01 21 ran. 7-1 lav 
Gatapoa 27;. hd. (Ure S Larnynwn). Tbte: 
G3U5a «S*t C32Q catt C250 OF: coaoa 
CSF: E25UJ2. TfkaBt Q7l*5S1ho: £BW» 
NR: Master Batead 

2AS: I.CffrWLafELACYpSrewwy) 
14-1 ; 2 . PNndpMRy 02; 3. Damalte 7-1 17 
ran. 4-1 fay Fra nco Mm. h, ’k. JA Jarv&V 
Tote: £4250; CtJ3Q £17Q C23Q OF: £7340. 
CSF: £7am Tno: £61400 

235: 1. BAVVS1AN [K FreBon) 02 far, 2. 
Quintus 01 , 3. Dl ureteo 01 1 S ran. < rk. 
g L 6vnA 1UK E2BD; E150 £2311 £240 DF: 
£Sm C^: CfiBB Wicaar RR79 lito: E3S0O 
3.10: 1. PROUD NATIVE (AteGmsm) 
101 ; 2. turd Htgh AdmM fa-1 ; 3.^ Th> Gay 
Fez 0-1:4. Da m a c tete D-& 18rea 01 to> 
Paaflon For Lite. 3V-. 1V^ © MdtetLTMre 
£2400: £5.70, £33Q CUQ fiBO. W- £27680. 
CSF: £SS0»4 fiicmst C2S4S8Q ThorCtBCao 
3A0: 1. HORNBEAM (R Cuctwra} 01 ; 
2. RUSStan toitiC 7-2; 3. WrtchfngHour 

14-1 8 ma 04 ta In Command. S'h- U 
J*riorsnbta:£S2D;£lJm£2£Kt£24aCF: 
0130. CSF: £3378. 

4.1(21.057 DIVE (T atom) Tf-T;SLPB>- 

Bx 2-9 far. 3. Amaana 301 10 an. 'h. a 
(P Coiet Tbte: £TUD; £200. ClXt £340 OF: 
_ . C129a THo: esnso. 

«4ft1.N0CUGHRP*»8BMto}l «-l: 
2. nr Etaar «W0 tor, 3. BratttTha Rutea 
TI-1;dJBtafa-tTT»rei.hd6PM riteg . 
1te£3g*£50QCt3QE34a£2BCF:£6BJQ 
CSF: £0253 Ewrec S3B743 Thoc . £38220 
Jackpot not won £1EB8M1 to Doncaat* 
iKte^ Ptooapofc CM 30 Q Otett £1240 
Placw ft £2S7«e Ptecre sTrSafe 

PLUMPTON 

2 JIB; 1. EAGER BEAVER (Mr A 
takkterth) &2; 2. SatreTba Day n-4; 3. 
Stetere surreal 12 m $4lwnnqdi 
(Wiy ’/j, & (N TWWori-DwnesI Tbtre £030: 
SjBO. nca S230 DF: £2ftSa CSF; £2670 
Tncast £17966 THo: £62flG 
USSz l. ANOTHER DEADLY (M Ctorira) 
0 - 1 : 2. Hrei taatencoMta; ». Nartrem 

Opttntet 01 7 ran. hd & (T Creay). Tbter 
£2750: £S3h Ct8Q DF: £080 CSF: G47S2. 

SlSO: 1. DSUSBAY IM Baotetod 01 : 2. 
AnnabMteBtey02cote;3.Riah , toaam< 
bto M- 1 1 1 ren. 02 eo ten ODfafit Pfarck. 
Mata Tid a IV.-. P BrtW Tfate: C B.TO : 
£230 £3*0, E3SO DF: CH2Q CSF: £2731 
trcaat £26003. Tm; £4460 

*Oft1.l*WfTAD((MARSnaraB) R-fil 
fav; 2. August TtmBBi Ti-6:XJDar»Bini»- 
<tey 01 3 an. 17. 23 (Ms& H Krigfat 1MK 
CiatL OF: £130 CSF: f?« 

430: 1. BALLYGWFF1N LAD (M A 
f%mre^cl) 108 far. 2. ShareHpMl 7-1; 3. 
BteNBMi 01 6 ran. f*. <tet rt MeGow 
wn\ Tbte: £230; CwaCMQDF: £800 CSF- 
£7179 NR: OwJCTi 

5JS:VPftOCEH)(Pt*J83&4;2.Fo t jr- 
tein BU 38-1; X N« Raafar 44 fat 9 ran. 
1 •{.. as. (J Gfltonfl. 1MK £34tt £233 C7M 
£100 DF: £2830 CSF: £6&fi Trio; £2910. 
Nta: #1 Ttw Vton. UtWfaa 
PWrapot E273C Quadpoc £620 
Placn 6: £5863 Pteca 4 WJO 


-We under-perforated ai 

Group One level," Crisford 
said. “We hope our Classic 

hand does better this time. Last 
rawfie over-rated them- They 
were running in races they 
didn't belong in." 

Godolphin will pick its team 
for Britain at trials which will 
t nfr- place a week before fie 
Newmarket Craven meeting. 
Just under bO will be selected 
wifi another 60 two-year-olds, 
fie fust of which leave today, 
joining their -youth-team 
coach" David Loder. The best 
will switch lo Godolphin at the 
end of fie season. 

There was a scare for the 
team at the weekend when its 
main 1,000 hope. Embassy. 
needed a check-up at fie equine 
hospital. -Embassy ^ wasn't com- 
fortable after a normal canter 
but Iw fie time she got to the 
hospital she was fine. W: don’t 
anticipate any further minor 
scares but we have to he aware 
of fl," Crisford said. 

HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


ton hut dmws solid form in the 
spring. This six-year-old also ran 
well here last September, hcaieo 
two lengths by Safin in a 21-run- 
ner handicap, hut is on a lOlb low- 
er mark today. John Gosdvn had 
his team well forward at this time 
last year and his lightly raced 
WUlaki is the dark horse. Royal Re- 
sult bos a good chance us long as 
there h no further rain. 

□CU 

3.40: Barry Hills landed this last 
year with Mithak and saddles Rain- 
bow Ways this time. The stible is 
usually among the winners at ibis 
stage of the season hul ai this drv 
unce be otuld be held by Ihe more 
stoutly-bred ACHILLES - runner- 
up to the useful Muiaww-aj over a 
mile at Goodwood in Sepiemhcr. 


TH D-1 1V1 t )1 

rTI-1 01 101 TH 

14-1 fal 201 ^1 


GKfaHvaMfr fa rate tew r.%3 
C-Cml H-KtaHtHatefaT-fa 

I ^ Doncaster 3.10 


I faMtfan 101 101 »1 101 

Vfatoto tt-1 1H IM W 

SftBHg ii-i 101 sm g-i 

BreOuna TM M-1 P-1 ffl 

Btatetea N-i W-l im W 

fatefarefa 101 w-i 101 ft-i 

Ttofaan 101 Tt-1 101 101 

TtolUitMtar 101 to-1 101 14-1 

TMSfa 101 W C-1 101 

BWtOfM TH M-1 01 301 

fatten 301 201 301 TM 

Rtexratai - 8-1 - 6-1 g M M 

MMOoraW tt-1 301 -6-1 101 

BteOfitfaBUB 201 201 mi 201 

fawteBtan 20-1 201 B-1 301 

■Jretel m Si 301 301 

Mrttolte 201 201 201 501 

SaateFCtetop aw 301 201 3V1 

3te 801 201 201 201 

Prated 301 301 3H 25-1 

ErattetBor 801 »•» 9M fat 

aterOWtef 301 30 1 301 301 

SareBccratft 25-1 801 MW ZS1 

Gacftrea-aqurertaoieto ptocre 1 . A A 4 
C-Cool H - Mtm It L- Lacbrtoa T- te 


WINCANTON 

2.15: 1. LOVEVOUWLUONS (A P Me 
Cofi S-t tK 3, MMk On ta 7-2: 3. Gurealr 
33-1 17 ran. 2, 21 (fa PpB) Iblre £290: £12& 
E14U Paso OF: £1340 CSF: £655 Tto- 
CB70Q. Non fatnnsr BarbmBan 

2A5: 1 . BENCERS MOOR (Mr J Tcsart) 
4-g to; 2. Spring Habo 7-1 . 3. Ytoubretor- 
tMOreat 01 7 im n «*! IP Mchdsl Thtre 
£150; £120 £220 DF: £34Q CSF: £370 
320: 1. ALLBt MOOR (P Hotay) 0n 
far; 2. Koo*S Prorata* n-4; 3. ttotretan o 
01 3 ran. tel 23 (R Atoer) TMk £tSO DF 
£l70 CSF: £260 

320: 1. SOLAZQ (O Burews) C-1; 2. 
tteny WarbterT>l;3. LucyGKtmM tx 
17 nn. 4, rit in RuaATMae C»£0; £280 
CADO £170 Cto: ETQ40 CSF. E1S150 Hto. 


420: 1 ABTT MORE BUSINESS (Mr J 
Tnaart) 01 )t tar. 2 . Samite 0 1 ; 1 Brook 
A Light 01 12 ran. 01 It far Q*sm Wth) 
t YL, £ (R Bartwi TfaK C320: Ct50 C250 


£220 Sf: Cfa30 CSF: £2235 Tno. £5140 
(A* Giordano 

4J0: 1. MRS EM (7 JUaphy) n-2; 2. 
Supannick tW for, 3. StMa)acfc 14-1 7 ran. 
fa a (P Mchofal TMk C3X: CiSO £140 
OF: £340 CSF: 13532 Trfcasfc £t2£2& Ml 
Bold Drtontai 

520: 1 . KtttSFOHD ROSE (A P MeCoy) 
t 3 -a tav; 2 . Pup's Pot 20-1: fa T> ten ter 
33-1 IB ran. 14 . IV.. (M Pipo) TMK £200: 
£140 £730 0*001 DF’ 036.70 CSF: C44B5 
Hto: £32860 

Ptseapot £3iB0 Quadpoc £1500 
Ptecs a : ecus PteM 8: ES22. 

• Hyperion (Chris Corrigan) 
made a sharp start on the first 
day of fie new Flat season by 
tipping No Cliches at Don- 
caster yesterday (starting 
price - 16-1; Tote win divi- 
dend - £32.10 to a £1 stake). 

INDEPENDENT 
RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

DONCASTERj~971 981 
NEWBURY 972 982 

KELSO 973 983 

! AU COURSES RESULTS 

I 0891 261 970 
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WINNING a 

PAIR of 



T 

this WEEKEND 
is easy: 


(THE DIFFICULT BIT WILL BE 

DECIDING WHICH ONE 
TO DRIVE FIRST.) > 
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TWO PAIRS OFTOYOTASTO BE WON 
AN AVENSIS AND A COROLLA, 

PLUS 25 PAIRS OF TICKETS TO TOP 
SPORTING EVENTS 


AND EVERY ENTRANT GETS A £150 
‘GOING PLACES’ HOLIDAY VOUCHER. 


For your chance to win a Winning Pair 
(and to pick up your free vouchor) simply 
cut along to your Toyota Dealer this 
Winning Pairs Weekend. Meanwhile, cut 
out the coin and get practising. 



V <v p, Q U 



THE CAR IN FRONT IS A TOYOTA 
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Poet fighting to be his own man 



Tomorrow an unusual 
boxer seeks a world 
heavyweight title. 
Ken Jones reports 
from Atlantic City 


t 


WITH the list of accomplish- 
ments he is said to possess -gift- 
ed pianist, poet, chess hustler 
and fluency in French - Shan- 
non Briggs could get boxing a 
bad lunn e 

Truth has never hampered 
the spoil's publicists. But if the 
projected image of Briggs does 
not fit with an upbringing in the 
same New York ghetto that pro- 
duced M3ce Tyson and Riddick 
Bo we, there is evidence of ca- 
pabilities that do not cooform 
to the typecast eris idea of what 
a prizefighter's should be. 

Briggs is articulate, amusing 
too, with a smile that breaks out 
frequently beneath the sprout- 
ing dreadlocks that give his head 
the appearance of a large 
pineapple. “I'm here to enjoy 
myself’’ he said this week, mean- 
ing an attempt to take the World 
Boxing Council heavyweight 
championship from Lennox 
Lewis tomorrow at the Con- 
vention Center in Atlantic City. 

On the Jersey shore a little 
more than two years ago Brig- 
gs climbed into the ring against 
DarroQ Wilson holding a record 
of 25 straight victories and the 
confidence of his associates 
and handlers. 

Tf matchmaking can never he 
an exact science Wilson seemed 
perfect for the role of an oppo- 
nent who can keep the pupil in- 
terested without presenting him 
with too much of a problem. 
Unimpressed by this estimate of 
his talents Wilson knocked Brig- 
gs out in the third round. 

What happened in the dress- 
ing-room afterwards - Briggs 
blamed the setback on an asth- 
ma attack -helps to explain the 
challenger's sonny disposition. 
“I was sitting there feeling sor- 
ry for myself,” he said, “when 
I looked up and saw Lennox 
Lewis. Lennox told me that los- 
ing wasn’t the end of the wodd, 
to get on with things as he did 
after losing to the [world] title 
to Oliver McCalL Lennox didn't 
have to do that and I'll always 
be grateful to him.” 

Remarks are invented for 
Briggs on the basis that they are 
sure to figure eventually in the 
flood of his conversation. This 
does not bother Briggs because 
the representation is invariably 
favourable. “He’s a nice lad,” 
somebody said this week. 



Shannon Briggs used the memory of his mother^ death to inspire him to to a crucial victory over George Foreman 


Photograph: AP 


Nice ness in fighters does 
not do much for the box office 
but Briggs wants nothing to do 
with the tasteless hyperbole 
many fighters now go in for. 
“Fm not here to play silly 
games,” he said at a press con- 
ference on Wednesday. 

Briggs got this far through a 
controversial points decision 
over George Foreman last No- 
vember that gave rse to nrrncxtrs 
of a fined contest and an inves- 
tigation by the New Jersey Di- 
vision of Gaming Enforcement 
It eventually threw out a 
complaint from Foreman’s pro- 
moters, clearing the New Jer- 
sey boxing commissioner, Larry 
Hazzard, of conspiring with 
two of the three official jndges 
to give Briggs the verdict 
Briggs did not think he 


would get the decision but only 
because he was fi g h ting a pop- 
ular figure. “The crowd was be- 
hind George,” he said, 
“cheering every pouch he land- 
ed and not giving me any sup- 
port When the decision was 
announced it was like all my 
dreams were realised. Fve had 
plenty of bad breaks you know.” 

It was not only the loss to 
Wilson that made 1996 a bad 
year for the young new Yorker. 
Soon afterwards a dose friend 
was shot dead on the Greets 
where he grew up and then his 
mother, who was fighting a 
drug habit, died suddenly of a 
heart attack. 

When Briggs found himself 
losing concentration against 
Foreman be thought about his 
mother. “It was in the eighth 


round,” he said. “George hurt 
me badly. I bit hard on my 
mouthpiece and said, this one's 
for her.’" 

Briggs feels that the force of 
Foreman’s punches, especially 
the bead-rattling jab, made a 
man of him. “It’s a thunderous 
jab,” he recalled. “Every time 

he got through it was like being 
hit with a bat Lennox is a big 
puncher but being able to take 
George’s best shots and stay 
with him has done a lot for my 
confidence. Pm having fun but 
Tm very serious about this figfiL 
Fm right back on track and 
Lennox shouldn’t expect an 
easy time because Fm going to 
make it hard for him." 

Going in at odds of 15-1 
Briggs is not given much chance 
of causing what would be a ma- 


jor upset in the diviskm, one that 
would put paid to the prospect 
of a unifying bout between 
Lewis and Evander Holyfield. 
“I know that,” Briggs said, “but 
it wQl be tremendous if I can get 
into the shake-up. There is an 
awful lot to fight for.” 

Lewis’s serene oonnteuanoe 
suggests that while he is taking 
the contest seriously enough he 
does riot imagine that Briggs is 
capable of standing up to his 
firepower. “That's Lewis’s bust- ' 
ness," Briggs said when the 
suggestion was put to him.’ 
Soon after the only defeat he 
has suffered in 30 paid contests 
Briggs was abandoned by his 
then manager of record, Mike 
Marley, and the leading train- 
er Thddy Atlas. 

Atlas's complaint was that 


Briggs was too easily distract- 
ed by extra-curricular activities. 
“I guess we were never going 
to get on with each other,” the 
challenger said. “1 have always 
tried to market myself he ad- 
mitted 

“I get into that and so do try 

fans. People came to see me 
because of my looks. Now they 
come to see me fight But Fm 
always going to be Shannon 
Briggs. Fm still rapping and 
modelling. Fm proud of doing 
well at school and if there’d 
been any money I would have 
gone to college. There is more 
to Shannon Briggs than a 
fighter.” 

■Rouble is that apart from 
Muhammad Ali, fighting poets 
have never been taken seri- 
ously. 


■TiV^v- r. * .... 
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Crompton’s rise from 
penury to prominence 


FEW CHARACTERS in the 
game illustrate the ups and 
downs of the full-time rugby 
player's life better than Martin 
Crompton. 

Crompton plays for Salford 
in the Challenge Cup semi-fi- 
nal against Sheffield Eagles to- 
morrow, but the other side of 
the coin is still fresh in his mind; 
the time when rugby league of- 
fered him no income and, it 
seemed, no prospects. 

The captain of the Oldham 
Bears was one of the main vic- 
tims of their collapse at the end 
of last season. They bad no 
money to pay him and the Rug- 
by League was reluctant to 
make him. and others in the 
same situation, a free agent 

“It was putting a tremendoiE 
strain on the family,” Cromp- 
ton says. “My wife was expect- 
ing our second child and there 
was no money coming in. I was 
managing to pay the mortgage, 
but it was money Td put aside 
for a rainy day." 

It was not just raining, h was 
pouring down and Crompton 
felt that the players were being 
left without an umbrella.. 


Dave Hadfield talks to Salford's fulcrum, who 
has exchanged the scrapheap for tomorrow's 
Rugby League Challenge Cup semi-final 



Plan for president 
to lead from top 


Athletics 


Crompton: On a high 


Theoretically, all the new 
body needs to constitute itself 
By Mike Rowfa ottom - is the approval of the sportsgov- 

eming body, the International 
BRITISH Athletics plans to in- Amateur Athletic Federation, 
froduce an aH-poweriul president but Moororoft wants to ensure 


“We didn't seem to be get- 
ting much help from the Rug- 
by League. They should have 
stepped in and sorted it out," he 
says. “Once the dub was unable 
to pay us, it should have been 
a case of helping us to move 
somewhere where they could." 

Some, inducting the then 
Oldham chairman, Jim Quinn, 
have since said that it was pay- 
ing tbe players too vwdl that con- 
tributed to the dub’s demise. 
Crompton, however, views it 
differently. “You can blame the 
players, but ifta short career and 
if someone offers you twice as 
modi as you’ve made before, 
you’re going to accept it," he says. 

“Besides, the average con- 
tract at Oldham was only 
around £20,000. Players had giv- 
en up jobs paying £15,000 or so 
to go full time and you have to 
make itworth their while. If you ' 
can't do that, you're in a busi- 
ness yon shouldn’t be.” 


Crompton became so disil- 
lusioned that he considered re- 
tiring at 28. Around the same 
time, he did bring down the cur- 
tain on his Great Britain 
prospects by leaving a training 
camp- reputedly to go fishing 
- when be was not selected in 
the Tfcst side. 

It is an episode he dtsfikes 
harking back to now. “But Tm 
old enough to make my own de- 
cisions and rd mnlcft the same 
decision apfo,” he says. *Tm still 
involved in international rugby 
as captain of Ireland - something 
that means a great deal eo me." 

Crompton was within min- 
utes of signing for Halifax when 
Salford stepped in, since when 
the upturn in bis fortunes has 
been spectacular. 

It was a signing that raised a 
few eyebrows. After all, Salford 
alreadyhadtwospeaaliascmm- 
hahesaodwerem negotiation for 
another they eventually enlisted, 


London Broncos’ Josh White. 

It looked like a return to the 
often frustrating days when 
Crompton had to fight for his 
place at Wigan -nonhat be was 
worried. “Fve never been afraid 
of competition,” he says. ‘That’s 
what keeps you on your toes." 

However, Andy Gregory, 
tbe Salford coach, has solved the 
problem by playing Crompton 
at loose forward and now, three 
months after being one step 
from the dole office, he is one 
step from Wembley, where he 
played for Warrington in their 
defeat by Wigan in 1990. 

“Semifinals are deckled by 
whether the lads can treat it as 
a normal match,” he says. TTay- 
ers put themselves under so 
much pressure by thinking 
about Wembley. But Andy Gre- 
gory is very good at taking the' 
pressure off you. He knows 
when robe serious and when to 
have a joke.T wish Td played for 
him when I was 17.” 


Van de Velde still believes in salary cap 


By Dave Hadfield 


WARRINGTON have shelved 
their pi™ to sign (he Wigan 
prop Lee Hansen because they 
are over their salary cap, but 
their (roach, Darryl Van de 
Velde, still believes that the sys- 
tem should be applied strictly. 

“It would have been a good 
signing for us. but we are over 
our cap and we accept that we 
cannot do it,” said Van de 

Velde, who is a strong advocate 


of the salary cap and of a 
players’ draft to go with ft. 

Wigan, St Helens and Lon- 
don are argnmg that they should 
have more leeway- the first two 
because of the extra expense of 
retaining players in the face of 
Australian raids three years ago 
and London because they h$ve 
no reservoir of readymade 
players on their, doorstep. 

“But they knew that the rule 
was 50 percent and they shook! 
stick to it,” said Van de-Velde. 


“Otherwise, the game is head- 
ing for rain.” 

The Rugby League Council 
will consider Super League’s 
pleas for flexibility at its meet- 
ing on Wednesday. 

Tulsen Tbflett will not only 
be in London’s team to play 
Wigan on Sunday, be is likely 
to rctmnro his former cfob from 
Harlequins for the whole sea- 
son. As London are already over 
their limit, howevex^a long-term . 
deal could raise problems. 


Leeds' prop Barrie McDer- 
mott will miss the start of the 
Super League season after 
befog suspended for one match 
for a spear tackle and four for 
fighting, both fo the “friendly” 
at York last week. 

In Super League’s games 
around Britain in Jnly the march 
be tween London and Bradford 
is likely to.be staged at Hiber- 
nians’ Easter Road ground fo 
EduiLmjjhaftcrthebi eafefa yp- 
of negotiations, with V&tford. 
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‘Non-contact* session puts ill-fated Rodber out of Northampton’s semi-final 




1 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 

TIM RODBER spent yesterday 
lunchtime limping forlornly 
around the dedcs of HMS Mon- 
mouth, which was something of 
a high-risk venture given the 
Northampton captain’s growi ng 
reputation as an accident wait- 
ing to happen. Rodber, a cap- 
tain in the Green Howards, was 
piped aboard to help bn inch fhk 


season’s Inter-Services Cham- 
pionship, but he was under- 
standably preoccupied by the 
latest delay to the relaunch of 
own hjs injury-plagued England 
career. - 

Rodber w31 definitely miss 
this weekend's Tfetiey’s Bitter 


this summer’s four-Tesl trek 
around ^southern hemisphere. 


^ suggested the ill- 
■ fitted 10 nmuites of league as a 
means of- finMiin^ a hitherto 


It was the final mfignhym akjng 
series of recent fitness setbacks 


Frankfin^Gsdensafier tearing 

a figanwwT arrhk right lmrtg dnr- 
mg nn impin mphi hmU nf rugb y 


worse, be m*y straggle to make 


Rodber was invalided out of 
Errand’s squad against .France 
when he twanged a hamstring 


during a gentle ‘^talk-through’’ 
session in Versailles. 

Saracens will Almost 
certainly travel without their 
left-wing, Brendan Darnel; who 
pulled a hamstring on 'Wednes- 
day at Newcastle. Paddy Johns, 
their Irish intematioial loci, 
also failed to go the distance. 

.There wasbetter news on the 
finess from for Wisps as they ft- 


row's second seuxkfixal with 


after two months of rauch- 
needediest and recuperation of 
his right knee which means 
Gareth Rees resumes at fug-hack 
for the injured Paul Sampson. 

They have further reshuffled 
their back division by shelving 
two ont-of-fonn internationals, 

• Andy GranaxsaU and Kenny Lo 
gan. Mike Eriday and Laurence 
Scrase get the nod al scrum-half 
and left-wing respectively. A 
groin injury keep* out Safe's Eng- 
land winger, David Rees. 


RnmausofaxKvbchtad^e- 
scenes back-biting at The Stoop 
were strongly denied by Harle- 
quins officials yesterday, despite 
the news that Zmzan Brooke, the 
great AH Black No 8, was about 

to relieve Andy Keast of the 
coaching reins. *Snzan wffl ate 
over the coaching mantle far the 

remaining mn1r4u»g thfc season 
and this win allow Andy the fine 
he needs to review the coaching 

and playing structure- a project 
that needs urgent attention with 


lew ihjm five months logo be* 
fore the 199809 campa«n,' , S» d 
the dub m a swiement 


but the btest outbreak of player 
discontent, somemmg of an 
annual event, is gatherin g mo* 
medium. The fina-team dress- 
ing-room did for Okie Beat 
almost exactly a year ago and it 
wffl be no peat surprise if Ms re- 
placement goes the same way 
sooner rather than later. 


Ireland win go into their Five 
Marions finale with England 
tomorrow week with the same 
side that k*a to Wtlcs in Du Win 
six days agt*. The Welsh have 
made one change for their 
match v.'th France, however. 
Smart Davies, the 32-year-old 
No 8, comes into the t“^k row 
at the exnense of KingMcy 
Jones. Colin Charvis, another 
Swansea loose forward, moves 
to the open side to accommo- 
date his dub-mate. 


Henman’s plan 

to repel Rios 
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Tennis 


IT HAS to be said that Ttm 
Henman keeps the best of com- 
pany on the practice courts as 
well as on the match courts. His 
A hitting partners number Stefan 
Edberg (at London’s Queen's 
Club), Pete Sampras. Andre 
Agassi, Goran Ivanisevic and 
MarceJo Rios, the world No 1 
elect, who today stands be- 
tween Henman and a place in 
Sunday’s final of the Lipton 
Championships, the biggest 
tournament outside the four 
Grand Slams. 

Should Rios advance to win 
the title here, he would supplant 
Pete Sampras aL the head of the 
game, becoming only the 14th 
No 1 since the ATP rankings be- 
gan in 1973, and the second to 
reach the summit without hav- 
ing a Grand Slam champi- 
onship on his CV (Ivan Lendl 
.rose to No I in 1983, a year be- 
Jlfore opening his Grand Slam ac- 
count at the French Open). 

There are those who would 
argue that Rios is not good com- 
pany, on the court or off it - 
Sports lUustnued marked Oscars’ 
week by nominating him as 
The Most Hated Man xa lfen- 
nis" and reporters covering the 
French Open have, awarded 
him the Prix Girori (“lemon 
ftize") for non-cooperation for 
the past two years.- but he is 
^idolised inChilfe and can look 
flpbrward to passionate support 
from local Hispanics the mo- 
ment he steps on the Centre 
Court today. 

- Familiar though Henman is 


with Rios's warm-up shots, game agaibst quality opposition, 

just as be dklwbep playing Pal 
Rafter, the United States Open 

d«imp^ iii rty«H!w . finak ni 

Sydneyin .January 

Thomas . Enqvist, whose 
dodgy wrist broke down mi 
Wednesdays might, causing the 
Sweder ttr tebre wbca trailing 
Rios, 3-45, 0-2, m the quarter- 
finals, predicts that the Chilean 
' wffl have the edge over Henman 
today. 

“You have to say that Rios is 
.ji favourite,” Enqvist said. “He’s 
been playing really wed this 
yeari-He played very good teu- 
msiaawc^inlrafian'WcIls.and 
also tMsr week here. If he gets 
'control m the raffles, you're in 
trouble. You have to play ag- 
gressive."’ 

Although Rios’s talent with 
a racket is unquestionable, Rios 
suffered a major psychological 
let-down when playing Korda in 
the Australian Open final- “It 
was his nerves." explained his 
coach, the American Lany Ste- 
faulri, a former adviser to John 
McEnroe. “Marcelo’s feet 
didn’t move, and with Him, 
movement is everything.” 

The Australian Tbdd Wood- 
bridge noted that, "You beat 
Rios by outh ustling him , keep- 
ing him off balance, muring up 
your angles and speeds. Wren 
he’s uncomfortable, he's out of 
his game.” 

. Rios might: have the vodf- 
erorisbackEogoftheXariris irr 
the crowd, but Florida has 
wanned to Henman’s fluent 
style since he arrived here de- 
termined to end a run of wor- 
lyingty poor form. 


old Chilean will be a . new ex- 
perience. That was certainly 
the case for Greg Rnsed&v the 
British No 1. who was defeat- 
ed by Rios, 6-3. 6-7, 7-6, 64, ia 
the final at'Indutn Wells, Cali* 
fornia, 12 days ago. 

Henman did not need to 
consult his Davis Cup team- 
mate to know the score. "Rios 
definitely is playing the best ten- 
nis of anyone at the moment,” 
the 23-year-old from Oxford 
said. “He’s been veiy consistent 
this year, very difficult to beat 
My game plan be similar ta 
my other matches ths week, try 
to be aggressive, try to serve well 
and dominate the net. 

Tm playing very simple 
tennis, but it’s very effective. I 
think that's what’s paying off. 
Serve and volley is an important 
.aspect of my game. I think 
when I’ve been playing badly, 
Fve probably been a little too 
cautious, a little negative, play- 
ing too much from the baseline. 
Ift pretty dear when Fve been 
playing my best t ennis over the 
last week I have been very ag- 
gressive. I think Fve volleyed 
pretty wdL It’s stupid not to use 
those shots.” 

Rios is alert to the pattern. 
T practise a lot with him, he’s 
a great serve and volley player, 
very tough to beat if he’s play- 
ing good, and he's playing real- 
ty good." the world No 3 said 

Henman’s bode-to-badc wins 
this week against two current 
Grand Slam champions, Petr 
Korda and Gustavo Kuerten, 
underfilled his ability to raise his 


Slater’s innings gives Australia a respite 


Cricket 


India 424* 
Australia 2D9-3 



MJCHAEL'SLAfER hit a flu- 
ent 91 to lead the Australian 
fightback yesterday in the third 
and final Tfe$t against India in 
igalore. The tourists, faring 
dean sweep in the three- 
series, made a bold chase 


Sporting Digest 


Atiftetks 

Bnroa Qeorqe, the AustraSan pole 
va^YKtafay broke the womens 
Indoortwrid reconi with a clearance 
of 455 mares at a meeting fo her 
home town of Adelaida 

Basketball 

WfcWertXK Boston 01; Hoj^nSert- 
Own* -103 San Antonto 9«: 


of India’s424 to end the second 
day’s play at 209 for 3. 

He contributed 52 in a 68- 
run opening stand with the 
captain, MarkThylor (14), for 
Australia’s best start so for in 
the series and then added 66 for 
the third wicket with Mark 
Waugh, who made an unbeat- 
en 58 after surviving* close call 
when the ball foiled to dislodge 
the stumps when tie played on - 


BUDWBSER LEAGUE: MenchaHw 73 Bkn>- 
rohamm- Grwtor [flndtxi 96 Watford B4; 
Crys!®i Fun B7 London Ttraore B4; Dorty 
737fran»sValBy7l 

Cricket 

THIRD TEST JBangolora, ••cond.dw): 
Austnfa an aw torShrart' » WtoWra*- 
bintoga total trt 424. 

JncOB wan loss 
MDIA- Fhat Innings 


to off-spinner Venkatapathy 
Raju. 

Earlier, fhriifn Tendulkarhh 
a brilliant 177 as India took their 
overnight score of 290 for 4 to 
424 before bring all out 20 min- 
utes after lunch. Tendulkar hit 
29 boundaries and three axes in 
his five-hour innings, nine of 
those fours and one six came on 
the second morning yesterday 
when he made 60 off 64 balls. 


temattonal footbafl. Tho former Man- 
chester Unfted and Everton winger is 
arty 28, but said he wants to ccrv 
centrate Mb efforts on playing for 
FtarenJina to Serie A. 

IHTERHATIONAl. FRJENDty (Bogota): 
Ootambk 0 TUgcotewo a 
WEDNESDAYS LATE RESULTS: Intama- 


Fiteietoha 96; Cbaago 6S Or- — : — i tn “pSSflRwiSS'SSi 

tondotofnate-iOS Denver 84; HnnMOta 3 C Gangly ftw b Data —£ Sm2NorYmZ: BmS* 

SgPHcjBfSft StatBO VB 1 0 

« S ^Uq W ‘"7*LAL*»™ j^t^^oSTl:==fo ydi&ass 


IT EflQtand 1: 
RopijUc2R»- 
«knd 1 Skwa- 
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V 
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TODAY’S 

tWMBER. 


Ttefonw sees the 114th Vars^ 
.tyfootbal match when Oxford 
t ate on Cambridge at Craven 
Cottaga; the homo of FUfiam. * 
230pm. The referee wffl be 


mart was the 

Wendy between Germany and 
Brecon Wednesday. 


cLohmarm _ 

bRoberlaon. G 

notout — -** 


3: warn* 35-e-to6-3: O w rt 
Roborteon na-o-««; VAush 4-MW. 
Laimam 7-1-27-1 ■ 

AUSTRALIA -KrHInnlnM ■ ■ _ 

MJ Stable Mon^ bHjvtelaf Skigh .^1 
■M A Tlajftor C Mon^ bKjn*J» 

GSH»«tibHarSaJanS«lfih-- rr — -* 
U Einugh not oitf . — - . _ ^ 

~~" : .'T.'"gqa 


D S Latnenn not out 


Mbi-flas-7a.3-Ka. 


hertJ(EngJ.- 

FootboJI 


announced ha was reflring from in- 


■ D DerdBriM; CtBCh 
pobSoot kutoid 1; Northern 
Ua 0; WWs9 0 Jamaica 0: Gemwiy 1 Bndl 
2: forth 1 fienra ff. Auank 2 3: Bol- 

^10FHand2: FUand 

2 Stawrti U IMIamaVla Poottnl Lmhw 
S ooond DMston: iMml 0 .Ptbmot I OM 
l uauxttafl Confrawe: Gmooheed 3 SftOy- 

Socond DhtatoiE LMnuionl Oiianoltha 
South 1 Pran * JounW HfoMnd Lmwk 
EK giCny4EonwMochBnca2;rM»1B9- 
raRarMera 1 L—ooe ol W1 b «: Ca w i ai k» i 
4 Carnaea Bw U urdBond LaagiiB Pramlar 
MvWotc Bhhop Auctosnd 1 Spemymxx V 
UnMb Rnt DMatan Cup aarnMIoal Mcond 
IW B»dta«r RartrAwui 0 TiaUort 2 Aw 

7m- Dr ICortana L*mh Mdtand OMalon: 
Rac*w CDb «am«ck 2 fiicMoy Utt 1; Vfm- 
ted)3MoorQMna Sootixm DMdOKDrt 
tortt 3 Ftaalwn T; Hamit 2 Haro* Z 
Wfcittnnt— d Kant LaaotM fW DhMoic 
Shoppay 1 WHHafeaiMMSMMK Cimh 
tf Lomus HntOfvWM Wick 1 Pattern t 
UMmrt United CounSulMtfm ftsstisr 
DMian: StamtOrtl 3 Eyneabuy 0. Senate 
Oinet League Premier DMcton: Bamsla- 
pta3 Tbmntftn DtTtoreon fi Catos l Jem 
mmw LesguK Bredarhunt i Totwr 1 
Amott Mwthom LwmoaRmt M- 

rtaloo: JanpwSWo raim nooOi ftnttBMa- 
ton i; Shilton 1 Duetto m a Northm 
CapmwEaeLnBpoePna»WrDNMoo : Pen- 

ahy 1 ArnmorpewSSm 2; SheMtW i Btofil 

frtorth Watt Cotatow League H mt Pwt- 
sloo: PreacctCettMZ wmtogw iMM 



Pulling power: Stefan Forster, the I6st German, who will help provide the muscle for Cambridge hi tomorrow^ Boat Race Photograph: Peter Jay 


Parrott puts record straight 


Snooker 


JOHN PARROTT ended a run 
of three consecutive defeats by 
Mark WHUams by beating the' 
Welshman in the quarter-fi- 
nals of the Benson and Hedges 
Irish Masters at Goffs yesterday. 

However, after recording a 
6-3 victory, P&rrott conceded his 
days as one of the game's lead- 
ing lights are coming to an end. 

“There’s no way I’ve got 
five or six more seasons left in 
me," said Parrott, the 1991 
World and UK champion, who 
will be 34 in May. “When Tm 
away Tm hankering for home, 
so there’s no chance of me 
traipsing around the world 
when Tm 40. 1 

“My attitude is to make the 
most of what I’ve got while It 
lasts, m know when to pack the 
cue away when practice be- 
comes a chore and when com- 
petition stops giving me a buzz.” 


I gin Printer DMatan: ItonchnUr Utd 0 
Uvnroool 1 ferButf; NoMnpwn Fores 2 
Shsf&a UfcUwscbya FM OMrion: BoBon 


IHLSdfnBsUafMLeM/UOKOrtmBbyOUd- 
UsatxcuUi CK Pon Itt) 3 Uunchsstef Qty a 
Socrod bhtaion: Stockport 1 ltaMBto2(W 
Hyde IMS: IWc 2 Badipcal 0l PoMpomd: 
Bumtof vuicobi Cflji Tmd DMildre Qwism 
1 Bury Or. MS 3 ChoswUSd 0; ScattmoJito 


Parrott, a resident captain on 
BBC’s .4 Question of Sport, is a 
regular guest on television 
shows and also spends an in- 
creasing amount of time on the 
after-dinner speaking circuit. 

“That’s the direction I want 
to take when I stop playing, but 
right now my attention is fully 
on snooker and trying to win 
trophies again," said the Liv- 
erpudlian, who has not won a 
title since the European Open 
in 1996. 

Parrott-stole the first frame 
with a yellow-to-pink clearance 
and moved 2-0 ahead thanks to 
a run of 45, before Williams se- 
riously threatened to create a 
slice of tournament history. 

The attacking left-hander 
potted the first 14 reds with 14 
blacks in frame three. But, hav- 
ing dislodged the last red from 
its awkward position on the side 
cushion, be narrowly missed a 
bard pot to a baulk pocket 

Williams, disappointed to 


daJo) (+fl bt J Mantel (Mnteftiari) ana M 
McLun (European ’feu) (+-21 3 and 2. Quar- 
tar-flnata Chapman and Wfl a Emsraon aid 
Ibkrey 3 and 2; ttocUikwon and Cair bt Ba> 
NttcandVUbo<*7m6and4;BsmsaandFiah. 
or W Uictoay and Met 3 and 2i Krt and Jcnia 
bf Mara and AubreyAHClwr 1 tula 


have crane so dose to the first 
147 maximum in the 21 -year his- 
tory of the competition, at least 
became front-runner for a 
£3,000 highest break bonus 
with his run of 112. 

By sinking the blue from dis- 
tance, plus pink and black us- 
ing the rest, Parrott regained the 
advantage of 3-2 only for 
Williams to draw level with a 
stylish 101 break. 

After that, though, Williams 
hit the wall and Parrott domi- 
nated the remainder of the con- 
test In pulling away from 3-3 to 
6-3, Parrott totalled 236 points 
while conceding only 19. He wffl 
play the winner of the all-Irish 
quarter-final between Ken Do- 
herty and Fergal O’Brien. 

“Mark's supremely talented 
and knocks in some ridiculous 
pots, so the approach to play- 
ing him is very important," Par- 
rott said. “The key is to accept 
that yon won't get a sniff for a 
few frames and not to panic." 


Long but highly successful 
day for Will and Chapman 


Ice hockey 


SomtiMrpion 0 Portsmouth 0 W Sapfo- 
mooar. l i nden 2 CTy«!* Palace 1 : Wftnfcte- 
don 0 Vtottoid 0 (WPtoopftLar»J.T!»H™s 
FA \buth Cup wm-round rnptey: Bfecfttun 
. 2ChstoMa0utidiLjanpK\fcterdOT2AEC 
Wnaoen ft Wtam I TJtxsu 4 Gronnosn 2s 
MW Maastricht 2 Do DoaOneHam 

1; PSV BnAowi 2 Rods JC Krtuods 0; BCD 
WUnk S fmarto Ehschedb 1; Rnn SH- 
tard 0 Feyoracrd 2: VMoasa Amtam A NAC 
» 1 tUttrti Cup a nal llrs t lag: BanActas 
1 CBMMarey t 

Golf 

SUNNNGDALE FOURSCMBS (CooUned 
hamfleaps In badnta) Fourth round (DU 
ccaMj: R Chapman (Europosn Tout and K 
Wi 9tnolaPariti(+t>b» J_Ha« (Ladybwsg and 

a«i;GI 

NT • 


NHL: Ottawa 3 NY Rangers 2 toOi Montreal 
2 Tfcmpa Buy i (tail): Anohaim 3 Chicago Z 
Edmonton^ 


(Si Manta Colags). Raptoot- 
IMK M IkCoH (London tosrt. O 
Htonprmtya (London Irish), B O’Mwt 
(Carte ConstituOon). M Gahrey (Shannon^ N 
PoHdawoB MmoislU P Ctohoow (Vw<g 
IuwbU R IImiW (NawcaitM. E mar 
(Lafcwflor). 

WALES (<r Pranoa, Fh#a Hatkma' Chmpt- 
SocitaB, 5 Apcfi): K Mor- 
W Praetor (Uarwfll A 
tea (CcSs.), I 


site 

muMfl j 


Rugby League 


RHawtoy ( 


WEDNEBDA3TS LATE RESULTS: Frlancly 
MotctaK Battay 60 RAF D: CaaOstad 27 Okf 
ham 2a 

Rugby Union 

Tha Scottish Ftogby Urion yesterday 
announced that the ftxr current pro- 
fesskxtal dbtrtots wO be halved nfo 
two *st^»r efistricts* as of next sea- 
son. The govemmg body wO merge 


Thomaa (Canffl); N JanMn aJP orta^rig^ 
O Jankfna (Swansea! d Young^ (Oury). M 


p^ytog^ an d coaching resouxos 


I Q Mdnatoy . 

S SarwteK and QWxxAnan 


(SaMuryand SWB&fand 
tone) (+4 M M namer^e 


LH 


fie) bt L Fanner and K Lmn (Moor Hnto m 
2 and 1: R HodgMnaon OJndndi) and P Carr 
jSuvtviato) (ao) btTVAwals (HnAnidand 
HJoyca (Vfoff EmwH+ZH anas W&v 
nrei (untoi) and D mar (Seta Pogm) (+2) 
M P Lane (Slack »5 jQ andO Ftestomanj 
!>?apftssin Cammon)j+a_2ma i: O Uno- 
soy (Luftoaca New) and 8 Pie (Wofcun) (so) 
hf H Ftamridr pagw BatfiO and L vWtere 
KheWt) W 2hofe RH«d (The Manor rt 
Qwa4 «l L Jonas (Tram Pwi$ (+a u s 
AiKhwrand LStatttfY (Citreoa) (+ 1) 2 and 
1; H More ar»s m (Surwiia- ■ 


of ihs Catedoria and Gtaagow dstrict^ 
and (hose at the other two regional 
outfits, Ednburgh and Scottish Bor- 
dare. SO players wg be than be con- 
tracted to the Union via the two 
pro fessi o na l mans, and henceforth 
play exclusively for those teams and 

no longer with that cluba. 

(vMnD, Fta Netta* Chare- 
WduRriiao.4A|Hf):C 


ioap&ALawlst 
iraTuTbansfCi 

Woyto (UanaCL A Moor* (Swaneaa), I 
pKward (BMreaaX C Chants (SwareooL 
S Dantes (Swansoe). Raptocwnanto: N 
Boobyar (LlanaiLBHajwart (BtabwIMBl 
P John JPontypriddVKJotres(Ebbw Vale). 
S Roy (nnypridcQ. L Mostoa (OsidtfQ, J 
Hunphnys (CartSSQ. 

WALES: A (v Franc* A, Bridgand, 3 April): 
J Thoaaas (CanMh; O Wyon (Pareypridtfl. 
J Lmta (Portypricij). M Taylor (Saarowj, 
D Janas nwyprldd): A Tlwmas 
(SwanaoaX A Moor* (FBcfsnond. copt): A 
afttll* (PonsyprtckJJ. R UcSryda (LteneR. 
C Anthony (SmrmaL C Stephans (Brid- 
, Q U a mPy n (HartoquiraL II Uoyd 

. it ipii. B iHOi u iinuMnvj 

C Wsdow (LtonaB), D Uowalyn 
“■ “■ i aontfi 



ftamnCceega); R 
K ManaJBrlsKD. R Hi 

-5BB 

RContflan (Qrawtonac , . .. 

ojIik otpa Plto&ca (Ssacsnsjl P John 
^xacsrBi M OTCady (London tfW^DCwtt- 
•ry (Bristol), A Want (SafynWAxto), V 


... .- iffltMaiyta 

KOnrecn (London Mil OOCw- 
(Sm RspbMfiMntK D Cratty 


ROGER CHAPMAN, a Euro- 
pean Tour player, and Ken Will, 
and amateur from Kent, sur- 
vived a morning marathon and 
then three times came from be- 
hind to win their quarter-final 
at the Sunnmgdale Foursomes 
over the Old Course yesterday. 

Chapman won this event 
with George Will, Ken's fa- 
ther, in 1979 and is now only two 
matches away from completing 
the unique double of winning 
with both father and son. 

Yet it was touch and go for 
most of the morning round be- 
fore C h apm an and Will beat the 
holders, Julie Hall, a former 
Curtis Cup player, and Helen 
Wadsworth, who plays on the 
women's European Tour, at the 
24 ih hole. Chapman and Will 
might have won at the ISih, 
where the former's putt for a 


L B Evoratt (GarrymmU S Bsfl 
\ E Hohmy {Shannon! G Long- 
, ana). G Loads (Dungamon), A 

Ctoftre “ 

WEDNESDAY’S LATE RESULTS: AIBad 
Dunbar Pw al a iM > Ook MewcssOB 30 
Saracens 25. flopfinmlvB Match: Norm 
Udsndsfl RAF ^ 6. Hour Match: England 
Cods XI Argentra Pumas 3 

Snooker 

BENSON a HEDGES IRISH MASTERS 
(Km, Co KBdare) Q ua rter- f inal: J Parrott 
(Eng) ttM WSams (Wtal) 6-3 

Speedway 

CHALLENGE MATCH: HJ tag ShetfWd 4d 

Squash 

WOMEITS WORLD GRAND PRIX 
Rtorattada, Eg) Third quaUfytnfi round: 
Pool*: S R&Srald (Aral bt L tomo (Am) 
MM 9-5; C Jackman (Era) bf C Owens 
(Auto *-0 8-10 10-3 9-1 94. Pool B: M Mar- 
trt (Xus) U S Wrighl (Eng) W) 6-9 WJ M: 
S Honor (Eng) K S Schone (Gar) 3-5 9-6 
5435. 

Tennis 

UPTON CHAMPIONSHIPS (Key BJ»- 
eayna, Flo) Man’s aingiM, quana>4i- 
nakK T Henman (G6 ;» bt G Kuorton (Bra) 6-2 
6-4; M nos (CNe) « T EntffB (Swrt B-3 
2-0 rat Woman’* otaolaa. qoartanllnala: 
V waama (US) bf S Fama (tt) 6-1 6-2: A 
KotmBcoua (Rub) bt L tm&imt (US) 6-4 
2-0 8-2; A Sarchoz Vtarto (Sp) W J Novm- 
ne (Cz Rap) 6-1 6>l 

HASSAN II ATP TOURNAMENT 

(Ctaaabtonca, Mart Clwlaa, aacond raunefc 
J A Mam pp) W v AuHray (Fri W 6-2: F 
\flCQnia fii;) S'; S Srtofcm (M«h) w/o. KMa- 
V* Mu) tt C Ruud (Not) 44 64 W: Gau- 
denj (tt) to A a Paaquale (Frj 6-2 6^ 


birdie three finished in the jaws 
of the hole. WU then had to sink 
a 12-foot puttal the 20th tokeep 
the match alive, while Hall and 
V&dsworth, who received sev- 
en shots in the first IS holes and 
two more m the next six, missed 
a chance of victory when they 
took three putts at the 23rd. 

The match finally ended al 
the 24th where the men were on 
the green in two, and got their 
four, but the women found 
sand. Wadsworth came out to 
three feet, but Hall missed the 
putt to lose an absorbing match. 

In the afternoon. Chapman 
and Will beat Gary Emerson, 
another European Tour player, 
and the Broadstone profes- 
sional, Nigel Tokely, 3 and 2. 

Emerson and Tokely three 
limes led by one hole, hut each 
time Chapman and Will levelled 
before winning four holes run- 
ning and then halving ihcir way 
to victory at the 16th. 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 

7.30 unless stated 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 
Bristol Ro*«r* v Southend (7.45) . 


RYMAN LEAGUE Premier DMoion: Hoy- 
bndga v EnfWd. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE NBdtond DMoion: 
Page! Rangora v thosion 
UNI JET SUSSEX LEAGUE John O'Hara 
Laagna Cup aotnl-llnil: Burgoss m w SNt- 
dean {W Langncy Sportsj 

Cricket 

TOUR MATCH (one day): Barbados: Vico 
Chancdoris XI v England r035i 

Basketball 

BUD WEBER LEAGUE: SnedioU Sharks w 
NovumsUb Ea^es (7301 

Speedway 

SPEEDWAY STAR CUP: Bole Vuu v Com 
py(730). 

PREMIERSHIP Hrtt lag: Ednburii v Road- 
na(7ao) 

PREMIER LEAGUE CUP: Peter borough v Eji- 
etef (7-151 

CHALLENGE: Oxtaid w Kings Lynn (7J5J. bln 
olWIgM * Newport 1730) 
individual: Ess®, Champorchp (Bin iai 
Arena Esso*) 

Other sports 

BADMINTON: Friends Pmddeni ftnbh Grand 
Eton (WMsh btttuta dt Sport. CnrdJf) 
BOXING: PiofeesKnil promotion (Wtarri Ice 
RH4 

GOLRSunAigdalB Fflursama& 

SNOOKER: Benson and l-togos tosh Mastera 
IGotts Cba KA County KJKhoj. 

SQUASH: Start Open OuinpansniD on*- 
■yang {Lasrfca CUx Lonocni 


Q. 
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can you play TopGear’s 
Formula I on the web 
win a trip Down Under? 
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Gazza looks forward and back 


Simon Turnbull 
sees Gazzamania, 
but on a reduced 
scale, as a national 
hero returns home 


THE Last time Paul Gascoigne 
was afforded a hero’s welcome 
on English soil he flashed a pair 
of plastic breasts for the cam- 
eramen and the 150,000 mem- 
bers of the public who bad 
brought Luton Airport to a 
standstill. He flashed that once 
familiar square-jaw grin too. 

Gazzamania on Teesside 
yesterday was not quite like the 
original midsummer outbreak 
eight years ago, when the down- 
ing Geordie tugged at the na- 
tion's heartstrings with the tears 
he shed in the World Cup semi- 
final in TUrin. 

Only 1.500 locals ventured 
down to the Riverside to see the 
blubbering face of 1990 unveiled 
in a Middlesbrough shirt. And 
that face had clearly been 
marked by time. 

“Do you think you could 
smile, Paul ?" a photographer 
implored as Gascoigne's seven- 
minute press conference drew 
to a close. He duly obliged, but 
departed wearing the same fu- 
nereal mask which had shroud- 
ed the proceedings. 

“I'm very excited," was his 
opening line when asked how it 
felt to be joining Middles- 
brough. His demeanour sug- 
gested otherwise. So did his 
stem countenance and, by de- 
grees, his words too. 

When the attendant repre- 
sentative of the Caledonian press 
corps probed the raw nerve, 
Gascoigne initially held the hurt 
in check. “Fm not really going to 
get involved in that,” he replied 
when asked ifhe felt he had been 
pushed out by Rangers. 

He was soon, however, be- 
trayed by his feelings. “I was 
really upset I left the way I 
did,” Gascoigne confessed and 
duly emphasised the point 
while attempting to steer away 
from the subject “The most 



«■ , ~t 



Hussain 

. # 

keen on 
role as 
captain 




V ) 



IV 





Friendly face: Despite his sadness about his departure from Rangers, Paul Gascoigne was able to smile with Ms new manager, Bryan Robson, yesterday 1 Photograph: Alfsport 


important thing," he said, “is 
to get Rangers into the Pre- 
miership.” 

Getting Rangers out afhis sys- 
tem might take more time than 
helping Middlesbrough back into 
die Premiership. And that could 
be a good thing for Boro, and for 
England. At 30, Gasorigne is back 
in his native North-east of Eng- 
land with a point to prove. His 
pride has dearly'been wounded 
by his exit from Item- 

Two months after the tears 
of Turin It was suggested in the 
High Court that Gascoigne 
was more famous than the 
Duke of Wellington had been 
in 1815. Eight years on. Soot- . 


tish football did not want to 
knowhim. 

It remains to be seen whether 
Gazza met his Waterloo in Go- 
van. Dick Advocaat might have 
deemed him unsuitable for his 
intended Ibrox blend but in 
Bryan Robson's opinion be is still 
an intoxicating spirit 

Gascoigne is the 14th player 
for whom Robson has paid £lm 
or mote in his four years as Mid- 
dlesbrough’s manager. His 
spending on transfer fees alone 
now stands at the £45m mark. 

At an estimated £10m 
(£3.45m to Rangers, die rest in 
wages over three and a half 
years) Gascoigne .would ap- 


pear to be an expensive gamble. 
Robson begged to differ. 

“1 know, when he's fit. I've 
bought the best midfield play- 
er in Britain,” he said- “There's 
no doubt about that” 

There is no doubt, either, 
that such faith is recqvocaL “Fve 
come here not just to play in the 
North-east,” Gascoigne said, 
“but to play for my favourite 
player, one of the guys I 
idolised Pm just pleased to be 
part of Bryan’s plans for the next 
three and a half years.” 
Gascoigne, by his own esti- 
mation, has joined his boyhood 
hero “70 per cent fit”. “I proba- 
bly need 10 days’ training and a 


couple of games,” be said “As 
soon as Iff* 100 percent fityotffl 
see die best of Paul Gascoigne.” 

At drib level the best of Panl 
Gascoigne, however, has not 
been seen for more than ayear 
now. His form, like his fitness, 
has been fitful since the Janu- 
ary nigjht last year when he suf- 
fered an Hr, damag e rfatterrng 

into the Ajax goalkeeper, the 
appositely named Red Grim. 

Not that Gascoigne would 
agree. Asked about his chances 
of featuring In Glenn Hoddfe’s 
Wbrid Cup plans, he pointed to 
fire praise dot followed , his 
most recent nights of national 
service, last autumn. ■ 


“After the Moldcrva and Italy 
matches you lot wrote l was one 
of the greatest things since 
diced bread,” he said ^Tf you 
go on my last two games for 
Ragland I wuuld say my chances 
are good” 

The chances of Boro’s new 
boy featuring in theirbig day on 
Sunday are even better. “He’s 
in the squad - that's all Fm say- 
ing,” Robson replied when 
asked whether Gascoigne 
would face Chelsea in die Cbca- 
Cola Cup final. 

It seems certain, though, 
that Robson’s new z^crnit i Wfil 
play some part, probably of 
the walk-on variety after them- 


Dons sign £1 .75m Kennedy on quiet deadline day 


texvaL Gascoigne is anhkeiy to 
be unleashed from the start, as 
he was with a painful vengeance 
in bus last dub match in Eng- 
land the 1991 EA Cup final. 

The kamikaze challenge on 
Gary Charles win doubtless be 
recalled on Sunday. But these 
is another side to the Gazza 
coin, one that could possibly pay 
a quick dividend for Middles- 
brough and their gambling 
manager. Not that Robson had 
the best of kick with. luxury 
kerns yesterday. His new Mer- 
cedes coffidedyvith a buck as he 
arrived at the Riverside. ■ . 

: Hoddle leans towards 
experience, page 28 
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Transfers 

Fme transfers orunOsctosed fees unless 
slated 


gravBlShKitoWyCont»;AiidyHiig^ 
es Ottnm to Notts Couity; Scott Par- 
tridge Cntiff ttHwway; Michael Point 



Notts County to Sunderland: Chris 
WBdar Bradford City to Sheffield Utd. 

Loans 




gsai&^ 



By Rupert Metcalf 

THE largest deal on a quiet 
transfer deadline day saw Liv- 
erpool's Republic of Ireland for- 
ward Mark Kennedy leave 
Aiifield for a fee of £1.75m. His 
destination was not Queen’s 
Rude Rangers, where he re- 
cently spent a successful loan 
spell, but Wimbledon. 

Having lost out on Kennedy, 
QPR had better luck with an- 
other Liverpool reserve: Neff. 
Ruddock. “It's not been the 
happiest of times up there in 
Merseyside not getting a 
chance," said the rugged centre- 
back, who has moved to Loftns 
Road on loan for the rest of the 


season. “So Fm over the moon 
to come to Rangers.” 

Aston Villa’s Serbian mid- 
fielder Sasa Currie has finally 
completed hK on-off £lm move 

to the Premiership stragglers 
Crystal Palace. The 26-ycax-otd 
has signed a three-year contract 
at SeDruzst Park. 

The Palace player-coach, 
Attttio Lombardo, said: “Sasa 
is a quality a tt ac k in g midfidd- 
er and becomes a key member 
of our squad in our fight against 
relegation.” 

Coventry have signed the 
irndfielder RuEppe Clement 
from the Belgian chib Genk in 
a deal worth £625 JXW. The 23- 
year-oid will not join the Sky 


Blues until the summer, but 
their manager, Gordon Stra- 
chan, said: “I have never seen 
anyone so excited about signing 
for the dub.” 

Leaving Coventry is the for- 
mer England forward John 
Salako, who has joined Bolton 
until the end of the season af- 
ter a trial at the Dutch dub, 
Feyenoord, did not work out. 

Manchester City have signed 
the Bermudan striker Shaun 
Goa ter from Bristol City for 
£400,000 while a former City 
winger, Peter Beagric, has re- 
turned to another of Ids previ- 
ous dubs. Everton, on loan 
from Bradford Cky.. “He can 
still provide more ammunition 


than most wide players in the 
country,” Howard Kendall, the 
Everton manager, said. 

Wolves won the race for the 
capture of Leicester's Steve 
CXaridge, paying £350,000 for 
the veteran striker. Chariton 
Athletic have signed the Brad- 
ford CSty de f ende r Fridie *Vfauds 
for £550,000, while thq West 
Bromwich midfielder Ian Haro- 
II ton has joined Sheffield Unit- 
ed for £325,000. 

Away from the transfer mar 
ket, pay-per-view football 
moved a step closer jo reaCty 
yesterday when 
League instructed i 
party to look at 
Sky Tblevision. 


, “Sky have a set of proposals 
on the table but no pay-per-view 
can be introduced without the 
agreement of the Premier 
League dubs,” Mike Lee, a Pre- 
mier League spokesman, said. 
“Pay-per-view has always been 
a part of our broadcasting 
agreement” 

Spurs wage blQ soars, page 26 


Cricket 


ADAM HOLLIOAKE yester- 
day ruled himself out as sue- j 
cessor to Mike Atherton as 1 
England's Tfest captain, but said 
he wanted to keep the one-day 
job after his success in Shaijah’ *: 

in December. 

That was in staikosUfras^to' 
Nasser Hussain. Tl& England 
vice-captain, who hasnot been 
inducted in the one-day squad, 
said on his return home that he. 
did want the Tfcst job. 

“Tm very keen^” Hussion . .. 
ffflirf “Fd love to captain Eng- 
land. 1 couldn’t think of a. 
greater thing to do*”: 

Hollioake does not think • 
he will be offered the job by the 
selectors, David Graven ey, ■ ■ 
Mike .Getting andQraham *1 
.Gooch, uor would it be a dis- . 
appointment to him. Hejakk “I 

wouWnotwaatitattheijfoiiKut 
because I have not proved my- 
sdf in Tfest cricket 

“I have only played in three 
Tfests, phis the Jamaican affair ' 
at the start of this four, and I 
ytnrr 

one-day captain, became my 
op&day record is good.” . 

. England’s ane-day team play 
a warm-up game agrinst awe- 
chancellor’s XI today in prepa- 
ration for Sunday’s opening 
one-day international against 
the West Indies. 

Hussain was both realistic 
and philosophical about his " 
role' in die England set-up. 
“There are two or three candi- 
dates who l am sure are very 
keen to do thejob," he said. “If 
itdoesn’tgomywaythenit’snot 
the end of the world. 

“The captaincy is not the be- 
all and end-all to me because I 
enjoy just playing for England, 
but Fve done two years in the 
vice-captaincy role, I've sat in 
an .selection and tactics and vir- 
tually chained every ball in njyJK- 
head anyway so it wouldn’t be ^ 
a huge change for me. 

“Fve got a few ideas of my 
awn and a few things that I 
would like to do." 
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Couples blows hot to put 
Woods and Els in the shade 


ACROSS 

1 frouser material wc get 
from Adrian's family (8) 

5 House commonly havmg 
more than one such ad- 
dress? (6) 

9 The latest thing in ties? 
05) 

10 Fighting a case in the 
courts (6) 

12 Tiny cwula’s misplaced, 
all the same (11) 

15 Mischievous types sodi as 
you lot? Not half (5) 

17 Device for working out, 
one duellers knocked 
around (5-4) 

18 Constant fiddling with pun 
in case (9) 

19 M&rc&ndothm&ppear- 
teg to be fe the lead, per- 
haps? (5) 



By Andy FacreB 

fri Ponte VsdraBeadx Horida 

FRED COUPLES does not 
appear on many leaderboaids 
these days, which may be be- 
cause he does not play thatof- 
tca Couples dthcr blows hot or 
cold, nothing jn between, but 
when he is cm, watch out. This 
might be only the American’s 
sixth appearance erf the season, 

but be has already won once, at 
the Bob Hope Classic. . 
Afirst-round&7«iabhisteiy 


20 Confident person with life 6 Gid accepting < 
24 SSestock(6) _ 


Gid accepting credit, of- 
fering space to park jtm> 


25 Ornamental fastening ini- 7 
dally priced in francs, 
maybe? (5-3) 

26 Arckfes should be entrust- 8 
ed to a bishop, of prefer- 11 
ence(6) 

27 First performance m Em- 
pire flopping, about to fin- 13 

DOWN 14 

1 In winch the rounds auto- 
matically follow each other 16 

2 Yemeni in makeover 

payable as an absolute 21 

minimum? (3-7) 

3 FaR traveTs featured in his 22 
bode (5) 

4 New science lah k rfrffjmlr 23 
to reach (12) 


Cricket team m Egypt 
showing how to get out? 

& 

Pass the bananas (4) 
Cupbearer needing space 
in which to manoeuvre? 


One wife roie in slapstick 

comedy, tarty sort (7,3) 
The nuckfle part of the 
performance? (5-5) 

Thlc designed for senior 
cit izens who are into rock? 

w^drink makes us play- 

MaAonvehkJe^indica- 
tion erf Swedish origin (4) 
Ne^ea to bring up items 
m testimonial f 4) 


gareCii^jIretbeejttfychiAouse 
lead in the US Playias’ Cham- 
pfonshipL He led by two from 
BenQen&aw.^tyMkyfeirand 
Joe ChakL Couples has won tibe 
event twice beftie, buttmiiUan- 
umy had not won agate since his 
second victory here in 1996. 

' Problems in his personal life, 
inducting the death crfhisfeifaer, 
pins continuing back trouble 


the oid instincts are still there. 
“I still fed competitive/ 1 he 
said. “Winning the Bob Hope 
was big deal for me and I 
wouldn't come if X didn't fed 1 
could compete. This is a good 
course forme. With this round, 
I feel lam ready to play well” 
Couples got off to the best 


possible start by bixdieing the 
second, third and fourth, boting 
from 40 feet at the par-three 
third. He also finished well, with 
birdies at the par-five 16th and 
the famous 17th, the par-three 
with an island green where he 
had a hole-in-one last year. 

The 38-year-cdd former Mas- 
ters champion took the spotlight 
away from Tiger Woods and 
Ernie Els. Woods cendd do no- 
beam- than a level par, while Els 
slipped back to a 71 after reach- 
ing four under with, six to play. 
John Daly alsohada 71 despite 
a double-bogey when he found 
the water at the fourth. - 

Lee W est w ood, who is play- 
ing here for the first time, could 
not quite take advantage trf his 
early tee time. Conditions were 
perfectly stiD when the 24-year- 
okl began at the 10 th, but he 
couMonfymanagpatw><x«r74 
The mam damage was done 
at tbefbunh, where his drive jad- 
ed under the lip of a bunker. 
WstwoodcEdijot catch the ball 
as deanfy as he was hoping and 
sawitgoinio the water foradou- 

bl e-bogey six. Hs two birdies 
camfifiOTaiongtwo-pqttattfae 
par-five second and a 10-footer 
at the sixth. As last week in Or- 
lan do , d ie putts are ncrfdroppn^ 
for him. *T am having to work 
vetyhardforanytiringlgaaltte 
moment,” Wfestwood said. 


“It was tricky once the wind 
got up. It is thelrinddf course 
where if yoo'haye;only played 


difficult. You need tire oqteri- 

cnce of where you can miss the 

greens, and wfaereyoucan’L” 
Someone whh thatriqpmcares 
is Nick Faldo but fes fiustrafifig 



"S.> 




nmmng. Itwasnotagood mora- 
ing for the Europeans with 
Costantmo Rocca scoring a 76l 
WKle the defending cham- 
pion, Stew EUdngton, was' 
forced to withdraw on Tbesday 

after not recovering from sinus 


Greg Norman did not make it 
to the first tee either. Norman, 
foe Sawgrass tournament record 
holder at 24 under par, aggra- 
vated an old injury in his left 
^Kmlderaiidwasiadv&edtoresL 
But unless the Australian 
plays in New Orleans next 
weekibewfflbescriousfytmdcT- 
gotfedgoing into the US Mas- 
ters. Norman has pfayedjbst five 
times so. far this year, 
puanag chjwwohship 
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The experts 
who’vc been 


***'<«, 


the future 
for 20 years 

Don't miss the special anniversary issue of 
Personal Computer World, packed with in-depth 
reviews, interviews and workshops PLUS: 

* 3 FREE CD ROMS 

* BIGGEST EVER comparative PC test 

* BUMPER 64 page supplement reviewing 
30 years of personal computing 

Personal Computer World delivers the expert 
opinion yon can trust. 
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